
We’ll Be Coming Around the 
Mountain


See what progress is being made on the longest trail on Ragged Mountain.

By Jonathan McDevitt


      The forest around Ragged Mountain 
glows with vibrant reds, greens, and yellows, 
and the blue lakes shimmer when there’s a 
light breeze. This is forest in danger of 
human development. The Round the 
Mountain Trail will protect it. Finally, after 
many years, the Round the Mountain Trail 
creation has begun.


        Ragged Mountain is best known as 
Camden’s ski mountain, but it is also a four-
season recreation mountain. I walked on the 
Round the Mountain Trail once. I originally 
was running, but I wound up walking. I had 
been running for three miles up the 

mountain, nonstop, over rocks and around 
bends, so I was tired. It kind of had me in a 
trance. Then I looked up. I saw a sight that 
would for sure make me come back to the 
trail. The light of the sunset caused the top 
fifteen feet of the trees to glow, and the 
darkness of the lower forest made the upper 
forest look even brighter. Some birds chirped 
softly in the canopy of the forest, which 
added to the dreamy effect. I just walked 
along the trail looking up for a while. It was a 
beautiful walk.


       2.5 miles of the Round the Mountain 
Trail are already built, but the rest of the 

Along with many other animals, turkeys live on Ragged Mountain. 



Round the Mountain Trail is currently 
in its fundraising stage. It will make a 
nine-mile loop around Ragged 
Mountain, which is mostly protected 
by Coastal Mountains Land 
Trust(CMLT). Ragged Mountain and 
the land around it is home to all sorts 
of Maine wildlife. Many deer, moose, 
and bears fascinate hikers as they 
walk along. A very dense forest of 
maple, ash, birch, spruce, and pine 
trees thrive in it. The trees of the forest 
provide shelter to small bushes, ferns, 
and caribou moss. The warmth of the 
spring and summer cause plants to 
sprout up from the earth and the 
leaves to return to the trees, then the 
fall chill turns the leaves brown, bright 
yellow and vibrant red. The smell of 
dry leaves and earth cover the 
mountain. Many mountain bikers fly 
across the trails in the fall. The winter, 
however, is when the mountain is most 
popular, because it is a ski mountain. People 
from all over New England are able to ski 
seventeen slopes and glades, and look out 
at the ocean while doing so. The mountain is 
blanketed by snow. This is a beautiful 
mountain that all kinds of people care about 
and is without question worth protecting. 
With the threat of human development 
everywhere, everyone wants to make sure 
that nothing happens to this wildlife that we 
have. With the construction of the Round the 
Mountain Trail and the purchasing of land 
easements, almost all of the mountain will be 
protected and accessible to the public.


“The light of the sunset caused 
the top fifteen feet of the trees 
to glow, and the darkness of 
the lower forest made the 
upper forest look even 
brighter. Some birds chirped 
softly in the canopy of the 
forest.”

          

        Coastal Mountains Land Trust and 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust (MCHT) are the 
organizations that are working to create this 

trail. Ian Stewart joined CMLT in 2002, and 
became the executive director in 2015. He 
was born in Seattle, and has been interested 
in nature all his life. He really cares about this 
land. According to Stewart, the Round the 
Mountain Trail is a trail that was “developed 
as a concept in 2005 or so” because CMLT 
wanted to expand recreation to all kinds of 
users, to tie together a lot of other trails, and 
to simply show “the beauty and ecological 
values of the mountain.” He said, “Only after 
getting started on the project for a few 
years...did we develop the idea of the Round 
the Mountain Trail.” The Round the Mountain 
Trail will extend the amount of trails on 
Ragged Mountain from fifteen miles to 
twenty two miles. This trail will be open year 
round, and for the use of Nordic skiers, 
mountain bikers, hikers, runners, etc. The 
building of this trail is supposed to start in 
2019, and be completed in 2020. However, 
it’ll only be done in 2020 if they raise enough 
money. They are currently trying to raise $4.2 
million for the trail.


        CMLT and MCHT are doing all sorts of 
fundraising to create and maintain this trail. 
They need $3.2 million to buy all the land 
easements, and $1 million for constructing 
and maintaining the trail. However, lots of 

A portion of the Round the Mountain Trail that has 



people and companies are happy to just 
donate money to protect Ragged Mountain. 
CMLT has a section of their website where 
people can donate to them. People can 
choose how much they want to donate as 
well as choose the frequency of donation. 
They get certain perks based on how much 
they donate, such as being invited to parties. 
Donations really help the efforts for the trail. 
The biggest donor is Maine Water Company. 
They have donated 200,000 dollars to help 
CMLT build the trail. The president of Maine 
Water Company, Judy Wallingford, really 
wants to protect the land. She said, “It’s 
been my vision for many years to protect 
those mountains.” She knows CMLT will take 
great care of the land. Many other people 
agree that this beautiful land should be 
protected.


        So, why did Maine Water Company 
donate so much to the Round the Mountain 

Trail project? Maine Water Company owns 
Mirror Lake and Grassy Pond, so they are 
the ones that CMLT would buy the 
easements from. The Round the Mountain 
Trail will pass right by Mirror Lake. Maine 
Water Company filters water from Mirror 
Lake and Grassy Pond and supplies it to 
everyone. They test the water for more than 
ninety contaminants every day, because they 
want to be sure that the water is completely 
safe. That’s why they want to prevent 
development on the land around Mirror Lake 
and Grassy Pond. With CMLT protecting it, 
nothing will ever pollute the water in the two 
lakes.


      One recent fundraising event was Our 
Mountain Voices on September 22, in the 
Camden Opera House. People were able to 
speak their mind about nature and things like 
that. All kinds of people performed, but all 
the performances were about nature. This 

Mirror Lake in the fog.



event wasn't just people performing, though. 
It was also a silent auction. After all the 
speeches were done, everyone went 
upstairs, where about 40 pieces of art were 
being auctioned. Every item was made on a 
slab of wood, to keep with the nature theme. 
Most of the pieces were about the forest. 
While people were bidding, everyone chatted 
and laughed and had a great time. The 
auction raised $6,600 in total, with the top 
selling piece going for $1,005. Many of the 
people who were there were very interested 
in the art. The speeches about nature 
definitely helped attract people who would 
buy that kind of art. 


       The fundraising isn't the only part of 
preparing the trail, however. CMLT also 
needs to buy land easements to 1,400 acres 
of the woods. They are going to buy two big 
easements, both of them from Maine Water 
Company. There are a few smaller 
easements that they are buying as well. One 
big easement is 790 acres and surrounds 
Mirror Lake. CMLT wants to purchase this by 
no later than the end of 2017. The other is 
501 acres around Grassy Pond. This 
easement will actually be sold to CMLT for 
half the appraised price. They want to buy 
this easement by the end of 2019. CMLT will 
need more money to buy this easement. This 
1,400 acres as well as the land CMLT already 
has will protect 85% of Ragged Mountain 
and Bald Mountain. The cost of building the 
trail and maintaining it will be $1 million. The 
good news is that Stewart is very confident 
that CMLT will be able to buy the Mirror Lake 
easement by the end of 2017. 


       One big obstacle for creating this trail is 
making the trail accessible to all types of 
users in the steep areas. Stewart said that 
they “need to be extra careful [at the north 
and south end of the mountain] to build a 
trail that does not cause soil erosion and 

impact water quality in the Mirror Lake 
Watershed.” This is a crucial and difficult 
step to building the trail, and a step that 
needs to be done with great care.


       This trail will attract all kinds of people. 
Mountain bikers are already over the top for 
this trail, and they already have plans to build 
a beginner trail, a medium-difficulty trail, and 
a very technical trail, as well as some single 
track. Runners also are extremely excited for 
this trail to be built. There are weekly 
Wednesday morning runs that the Trail 
Runners of Midcoast Maine put on, and they 
plan to have those runs on the Round the 
Mountain Trail when it is done. Emily 
McDevitt is a very enthusiastic trail runner, 
and a member of Trail Runners of Midcoast 
Maine. She helped create the Trail Runners 
of Midcoast Maine in the spring of 2016, and 
she has been one of the group’s leaders ever 
since then. She is also a member of the 
Round the Mountain Trail committee. She 
said she plans to run on it a couple of times 
a week, and “hopes that once it's built, lots 
of trails will go off of it.” 


       The Round the Mountain Trail has taken 
a long time to get going. There are so many 
steps to create something of that scale. 
Coastal Mountains Land Trust needs to 
fundraise, buy the land easements, build the 
trail, avoid affecting the water quality in 
Mirror Lake, make the trail accessible to all, 
and all the while make sure they stay in their 
budget. However, over ten years later, they 
have made concrete steps toward creating 
the trail. Everyone wants to see the trail 
finished and the beautiful land we have 
protected. Human growth is constantly 
destroying ecosystems. Species are 
disappearing by the day, and we’re always 
hearing about global warming. However, this 
trail will save the beautiful forest we have 
forever. 

Since the writing of this article, CMLT has won 
$500,000 from Land for Maine’s Future for 
having the winning proposal for a grant! There 
were 24 proposals submitted in total.
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