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NWT MÉTIS NATION (NWTMN) 
QUESTIONS FOR MLA CANDIDATES FOR 2019 ELECTIONS 

RESPONSES BY:   
LILA FRASER ERASMUS 

 

1. Are you familiar with aboriginal rights of Indigenous Métis that are protected by section 35 
of the Constitution Act, 1982?  

Yes, I am familiar with the Aboriginal Rights of the Indigenous Métis.  My father, Peter Fraser, 
was a proud Métis and I grew up listening to him advocate passionately for these rights.  He 
was raised in Fort Smith and attended residential school in Hay River.  He believed strongly that 
the Métis had rights to the land as other Indigenous peoples, as their ancestors were the same.  
I also learned about Métis rights in school while attaining my Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science and Native Studies and Master of Arts in Dispute Resolution, as well as when I worked 
as an Implementation Negotiator for GNWT and Assistant Negotiator for both the GNWT and 
Akaitcho Treaty 8.  

The aboriginal rights of Indigenous Métis that are protected by section 35 of the Constitution 
Act, 1982.  Indigenous Métis have had to fight in court for the constitutional protection of Métis 
Rights for decades. The 2003 landmark Powley decision from the Supreme Court of Canada 
(SCC) defined Métis identity: Métis Rights are linked to Métis identity.  Other court decisions 
have clarified that Métis Rights are equal to the Aboriginal Rights held by Indian and Inuit 
peoples in Canada and have clarified the harvesting and hunting rights of Indigenous Métis.  

The historic Manitoba Métis Federation decision from the SCC in 2013 confirmed there was a 
constitutional obligation owed to the Métis and stated: “The unfinished business of 
reconciliation of the Métis people with Canadian sovereignty is a matter of national and 
constitutional import”1.  The purpose of s.35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 is reconciliation.  
Reconciliation can take many forms.  Indigenous Métis of the NWTMN have constitutional 
protected s.35 Aboriginal rights; Métis Rights that need to be respected and reconciled fairly 
and justly with the Rights held by others. 

2. Do you support the NWTMN finalizing a land and resources agreement?  

Yes, I support the NWTMN in completing a land and resources agreement with the Federal 
Government and the GNWT.  NWTMN Negotiations have been ongoing since 1996 when the 
South Slave Métis Framework Agreement was signed.  Since then then the NWTMN 
Agreement-in-Principle was signed in 2015:  It’s time to finalize a land and resources agreement 
with the NWTMN.  Such an agreement will detail the Métis Rights held by Indigenous Métis and 
will clarify the obligations the NWTMN, the Federal Government and the GNWT must be 
respect, fulfill and implement.  A final land and resources agreement with the NWTMN that is 
fully implemented will bring jobs, new opportunities, economic stability and development to 
the South Slave region.    

 
1 Manitoba Métis Federation v. Canada (A.G.), [2013]1 S.C.R.623, 2013 SCC14, at para. 140 
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I would work with the NWTMN and others to have discussions on renewing the negotiations 
process and the mandates of the Parties with a goal to conclude and sign a final land and 
resources agreement within the next four years.    

In Thomas Isaac’s 2016 report on Reconciliation with the Métis: Section 35 Métis Rights, a 
neutral third Party was written about to “assist in furthering reconciliation between the 
parties”2.   If the Parties found it may be helpful, I would support the reconciliation of each 
party’s interests through the use of a neutral third Party, which can help promote discussion 
and resolve the outstanding issues. 

I also support the seven recommendations put forward by Thomas Isaac in 2017 to settle 
outstanding Aboriginal claims and negotiations in southeast Northwest Territories.  Thomas 
Isaac’s report A Path to Reconciliation: Report of the Minister’s Special Representative 
Regarding Aboriginal Claims and Negotiations in the Southeast Northwest Territories makes 
recommendations on how to deal with overlap, the adoption of core principals by the 
negotiation parties, the development of a work plan to advance negotiations, eligibility criteria, 
governance provisions and s.35 interests in Wood Buffalo National Park and Reserve3.  These 
recommendations deserve consideration and action by the negotiation parties.  I would work 
with the NWTMN and others to facilitate the implementation of these recommendations to get 
negotiations back on track towards the goal of concluding and signing and implementing a final 
land and resources agreement for the NWTMN in a timely manner. 

3. What profound change are you going to make to enable the NWTMN to conclude 
negotiations and sign a final land and resources agreement within the next four years?  

I can commit to supporting and advocating for NWTMN to be treated fairly at all times. This 
would be in the house and in private meetings and would include setting up meetings with the 
Premier and various ministers if asked to.  Also, I can use my experience and training received 
while attaining a Master of Arts in Dispute Resolution to help resolve disputes between 
NWTMN and GNWT Ministers and bureaucrats, if required.  

I would advocate that the Honour of the Crown is upheld by the GNWT in its dealings with the 
NWTMN including consultation obligations that the GNWT need to fulfill.   I would support 
information being developed and communicated to government staff, the public and schools to 
communicate the history and importance of Métis Rights in the NWT.  

4. What type of commitment are you prepared to make in fostering ongoing respect and 
transparency in our government-to-government relationship?  

 
2 Thomas Isaac, “A Matter of National and Constitutional Import: Report of the Minister’s Special 
Representative on Reconciliation with Métis: Section 35 Métis Rights and the Manitoba Métis Federation 
Decision” (2016) at pages 23-24. Refer to the online report at:  https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-

INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/report_reconciliation_1471371154433_eng.pdf 
3 Thomas Isaac, “A Path to Reconciliation: Report of the Minister’s Special Representative Regarding 

Aboriginal Claims and Negotiations in the Southeast Northwest Territories” (2017); [A Path to 
Reconciliation], refer to the online report at:  https://www.rcaanc-

cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1496172203617/1529416485553#sec17 

 

https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/report_reconciliation_1471371154433_eng.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-AI/STAGING/texte-text/report_reconciliation_1471371154433_eng.pdf
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1496172203617/1529416485553#sec17
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1496172203617/1529416485553#sec17
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I am committed to fostering respectful and transparent government-to-government (G2G) 
relationships with the NWTMN and would be willing to assist in a review and renewal of the 
2012 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the NWTMN and the GNWT.   I would 
support regular G2G meetings with the NWTMN and would attend those meetings as 
requested. I would also attend NWTMN Assemblies in the South Slave.    

The GNWT needs to live up to all agreements and MOUs that it signs and be transparent in all 
government to government relationships with Indigenous Governments.  I will make a 100% 
commitment to fostering ongoing respect and transparency on the part of the GNWT regarding 
such agreements. 

5. Do you support cabins owned by Indigenous Métis Members should be exempt from 
property taxation?  

Yes, all cabins owned by all Indigenous Métis and First Nations people should be exempt from 
property taxation.  

6. Do you support the NWTMN obtaining ownership of the Taltson Hydro generation and 
transmission facilities and any future expansion in partnership with other aboriginal 
governments?  

Yes, absolutely. All Aboriginal governments from the Taltson area should be able to obtain part 
ownership of the Taltson Hydro generation and transmission facilities and future expansions. 

7. Do you support the creation of a poly-technical university in Yellowknife?  

I fully support higher education and since most of the students at Aurora College are 
Indigenous, I think that we cannot take away money meant for post-secondary education in the 
north. I also believe that the Yellowknife campus is totally inadequate and should be improved 
by getting a proper building and more programs. That does not necessarily mean the 
headquarters have to be in Yellowknife; it just means that the Yellowknife campus should have 
a proper building and programming like the Inuvik and Thebacha campuses.  

I believe that additional money has to be put into the elementary and high school system so 
that Indigenous children finish school prepared for university/college/trades entrance, and I 
fully commit to fighting for this. 

8. Are you committed to working with us to increase the levels of learning in our schools?  

Yes, I am committed to working to increase the levels of learning in our schools. The low 
numbers of community students graduating ready to go on to post-secondary education is a 
disgrace. The vast majority of students in the communities are indigenous. Our young people 
should not finish high school and have to go to upgrading to be ready for college, university or 
to go into the trades. Having attained a post-secondary education myself, I know how 
important it is and this is a huge concern/priority for me. 
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I am committed to supporting and improving the education system in the NWT.  I am or was the 
Chair of the Ndilǫ District Education Authority and know the challenges that Indigenous 
students face in the north to meet the graduation requirements.   I would support the hiring of 
more Indigenous teachers and staff and the development of Métis specific education materials 
to support the learning of Indigenous students in the South Slave.   

9. Will you support and assist the NWTMN in obtaining fair and equitable contribution 
funding to complete our final negotiations?  

I would support and assist the NWTMN is securing the funding needed to complete the internal 
governance work, the development of eligibility and enrolment criteria and other initiatives to 
complete a final land and resources agreement with the NWTMN as recommended by Thomas 
Isaac in 2017.   

Yes, I will support and do what I can to assist the NWTMN to obtain fair and equitable funding 
to complete final negotiations. Having worked as an assistant Land Claims Negotiator and an 
Implementation Negotiator, I fully understand how important it is for all Indigenous claimant 
groups to have proper funding.  I understand it is not only NWTMN who are not getting proper 
funding and I commit to supporting and advocating for the indigenous people of Tu Nedhé-
Wiilideh to be treated fairly. 

I support and can assist the NWTMN in obtaining a fair and equitable contribution funding 
agreement to complete the final negotiations.  I would recommend a review by the Parties and 
the NWTMN on the size and structure of the negotiation’s teams and process to ensure that 
they support reaching a final agreement in an efficient, affordable and timely manner4.   

 
4 The Path to Reconciliation questions the size of the NWTMN negotiations team of 15 and recommends 

a review of the size and structure of the negotiations team to facilitate progress in concluding a final 
agreement by the Parties.  


