
A guide to some current Christian symbols 
 

 

 

Cross / Crucifix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpha (Α or α) and omega (Ω or ω) are the first and 

last letters of the Greek alphabet, and a title 

of Christ and God in the Book of Revelation. This pair of 

letters are used as Christian symbols, and are often 

combined with the Cross, Chi-rho, or other Christian 

symbols. 

 

 

 

 

The word Ichthys (ΙΧΘΥΣ) is actually an acronym, 

made up of the following: 

 Iota (i) is the first letter of Iēsous (Ἰησοῦς), Greek for 

"Jesus". 

 Chi (ch) is the first letter of Christos (Χριστός), Greek 

for "anointed". 

 Theta (th) is the first letter of Theou (Θεοῦ), Greek for 

"God's", the genitive case of Θεóς, Theos", Greek for 

"God". 

 Upsilon (y) is the first letter of (h)yios (Ὑἱός), Greek 

for "Son". 

 Sigma (s) is the first letter of sōtēr (Σωτήρ), Greek for 

"Saviour". 

The symbol its self consists of two intersecting arcs which resemble the profile of a 

fish. The symbol was adopted by early Christians as a secret symbol. It is now 

known also as the "sign of the fish" or the "Jesus fish". 



The ancient explanation of the Dove as a Christian symbol 

refers to it as a symbol of Christ. In the 2nd century it was 

explained that the number 801 is both 

the numerological value of the sum in Greek of the letters 

of the word "dove" (Greek: περιστερά) and the sum of the 

values of the letters Alpha & Omega, which refers to Christ. 

In the Bible story of Noah and the Flood, after the flood a 

dove returns to Noah bringing an olive branch as a sign 

that the water had receded, and this scene recalled to 

the Church Fathers Christ who brings salvation through the 

cross. This biblical scene led to interpreting the dove also 

as a symbol of peace. 

 

 

Some earlier Christian symbols 
 

 

 

 

The IH Monogram consists of the Greek letters iota (I) 

and eta (H), which are the first two letters of the word 

“Jesus” in Greek,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IX monogram or XI monogram is a type of early 

Christian monogram looking like the spokes of a 

wheel, sometimes within a circle. The IX monogram is 

formed by the combination of the letter "I" or Iota for 

IHSOYS (Ιησους, Jesus in Greek) and "X" or Chi for 

XPISTOS (Χριστος, Christ in Greek). So really, this symbol 

simply symbolises Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

"The Staurogram, a combination of the Greek 

letters tau and rho, looks like a human figure hanging 

on a cross and stands in for parts of the Greek words for 

"cross" (stauros) and "crucify" (stauro?) in Bodmer 

papyrus P66, a copy of the Gospel of John (200 C.E.). 

The staurogram is the earliest visual reference to Jesus' 

crucifixion." 

 



 

The Jerusalem Cross (also known as "Five-fold Cross", or 

"cross-and-crosslets") is a heraldic cross and Christian 

cross variant consisting of a large cross 

potent surrounded by four smaller Greek crosses, one 

in each quadrant. It was used as the emblem and coat 

of arms of the Kingdom of Jerusalem from the 1280s. 

The symbolism of the five-fold cross is variously given as 

the Five Wounds of Christ, Christ and the four 

evangelists, or Christ and the four quarters of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chi-Rho One of the most common symbols in Christian 

art is the Chi-Rho. It is made by mixing the first two 

letters (XP) of the Greek word for Christ, ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ. 

 


