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PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES
Gaetano Calise
Gaetano has AMI elementary training and has taught for 23 years in
classes that ranged in size from 12 to 48 students. Six years ago he
took the NAMTA/AMI Adolescent Orientation and has been teaching
in the adolescent community for five years. He teaches science and
math as well as being the director of the program. He received his
Master’s Degree in Middle School Science and continues his focus in
guiding and supporting students to become relevant and contributing
members of a healthy community, as well as raising his three children
with Wendy.

TOP 5 REASONS
TO ATTEND
THE CAMT/CCMA
2017 CONFERENCE
1
CELEBRATE
Join us as we celebrate Canada’s
150th Birthday and 105 Years of
Montessori in Canada!
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Wendy Calise
Wendy Calise is the Head of School at Countryside Montessori School
in Northbrook, IL. She is the mother of three children and has taught
classes of children ages three to twelve for nineteen years. Wendy
has AMI diplomas at the Primary and Elementary Levels and a
Master’s Degree in Middle School Science.
In 2009, she founded the Montessori Teachers Institute for
Professional Studies which offers a variety of professional
development opportunities for Montessori teachers as well as support
for teachers and schools in the form of mentorship and consultation.
Wendy has presented and consulted with schools around the world.

Marta Donahoe
Marta Donahoe, MEd is the Director of Professional Development of
CMStep, a 520 hour program for preparing adolescent guides. She
was the founder of and program coordinator for Clark Montessori Jr. &
Sr. High School. For 18 years Marta coordinated the development and
implementation of the middle and high school Montessori program at
Clark Montessori.
She studied organizational development and Flawless Consulting with
Peter Block and consults with Montessori schools all over the United
States. Marta has a Master’s degree in Education and holds AMS
credentials for ages 6 to 18 and for 34 years she has taught ages six
to adult. She serves on the editorial board of Montessori Life. She is
a frequent presenter at Montessori conferences and has published a
dozen articles in Montessori journals. Marta is a certified instructor
with Mindful Schools.
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INSIGHTS
Listen to world-renowned
speakers and educators for
inspiration and insight.

3
CONNECT AND COLLABORATE
Connect with over 400 Montessori
teachers and administrators from
across Canada to share ideas.

4
PHILOSOPHY , PEDAGOGY,
PRACTICAL STRATEGIES
With 20 workshop selections, there
are plenty of opportunities for you
to learn about Montessori skills and
activities, that you can take back to
the classroom.

5
MATERIAL AND SERVICE
PROVIDERS FOR YOUR CLASS
AND SCHOOLS
Visit over 30 exhibits, displaying
the latest in Montessori products,
educational supplies and services.
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Pat Gere
As a 40 year Montessori practitioner, Pat remains fascinated by the power of this educational paradigm. She has
trained and worked as a Casa, Elementary and Adolescent guide, with training from AMI, AMS and NAMTA
respectively, and was head of OMS (Ottawa Montessori School) for 16 years. Pat believes that Montessori is all about
supporting individuals to discover and leverage their passions for the good of the world - not only supporting students
but also the adults who must bring their best selves to the creation of these collaborative learning communities.

Kathy Minardi
Kathy Minardi is Senior Consultant with Whole School Leadership, founded to help Montessori administrators around
the world guide healthy communities of children, families and school staff. She has forty years of experience as a
Montessori school leader.
She holds a BA, MA, and transformational leadership and facilitation credentials. Her strong focus throughout her
career has been on creating socially and emotionally healthy school communities where adult interactions are
congruent with Montessori principles and the school’s mission and values.
She is a member of Margaret Wheatley’s “Warriors for the Human Spirit” and a leadership coach for school
administrators through the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence at Yale University. She was a founding board member
and officer for Montessori Administrators Association (MAA). She is a trainer for NAMTA’s Whole School Management
programs, teaching courses in whole school management and strategic leading and planning.

Sarah Moudry
Sarah Moudry is a Parent Educator and Early Childhood Consultant. Her empathetic and creative approach engages
parents in focused conversations about their personal parenting style. Sarah educates parents about a developmental
approach to designing elegant, learning environments for all ages as well as choosing appropriate toys, weaning,
sleep, potty training, and much more. Sarah is devoted to inspiring all parents to see their child’s potential. Her work
draws on her years of experience as a designer, educator, and mother of three.
Sarah holds AMI Assistants to Infancy Training, AMI Primary Training, as well as a M.Ed. in Montessori Education. Sarah
is the author of, Toilet Awareness and books and videos published by NAMTA including: What is the Montessori Toddler
Community and In a Montessori Home.
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P. Donohue Shortridge
Donohue Shortridge has been a Montessorian for over 37 years serving in various capacities from classroom
assistant to lead guide to teacher educator and mentor. She holds AMS credentials at both the Infant/Toddler and
Early Childhood levels.
For the past twenty years Donohue has worked with parents, staff, Montessori school administrators and education
coordinators to enhance their school’s Montessori philosophy and practices.
She is published in Montessori journals, is a frequent presenter at national and Canadian conferences and has created
a DVD, Aidan’s Muddy Adventure, to help adults bring their young children out into the natural world.

Maria Montessori

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, November 3, 2017

Saturday, November 4, 2017

09:00 - 10:00 a.m. Keynote Presentation

08:45 - 09:00 a.m. Welcome Remarks

10:00 - 10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break with Exhibitors

09:00 - 12:30 p.m. Workshops for All Age Levels
Toddler, Casa, Lower & Upper Elementary,
Middle School and Administrators

10:15 - 12:15 p.m. Workshops
12:15 - 01:30 p.m. Luncheon / Visit Exhibits

11:00 - 11:15 a.m. Refreshment Break

01:30 - 04:30 p.m. Workshops Continue
03:00 - 03:30 p.m. Refreshment Break / Visit Exhibits
04:45 - 05:30 p.m. AGMs for CAMT and CCMA
05:30 - 08:30 p.m. Celebratory Dinner Event
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FRIDAY NOVEMBER 3, 2017
Time

Topic

7:30 - 8:45 am
REGISTRATION
8:45 - 9:00 am
Welcome Remarks
9:00 - 10:00 am KEYNOTE
Presentation Hall

Room
Foyer
Presentation Hall

Kathy Minardi Nurturing Our Montessori Commitment in a (Rapidly) Changing World
This talk will draw upon what Montessori philosophy is telling us today in terms of how to live our mission in our current world of rapid change and
serious challenges, and how that supports children in pedagogy and practice in the Montessori environments. We will look at what this can look
like among us as an adult community if we reach for that with intention. We will draw upon the scientific nature of the pedagogy and its applications
to all aspects of living a Montessori life and having a Montessori perspective on life. Given the emotional process that exists in any family system or
organizational family, how we behave as an adult community has a profound impact on the child. This talk will also include some of the aspects
that anchor emotional intelligence in creating a safe and inclusive social-emotional learning environment for both children and adults.

10:00 - 10:15 am
10:15 - 12:15 pm

REFRESHMENT BREAK
WORKSHOPS

Administrator Workshop Room 205
Kathy Minardi Strengthening Inner Growth as a Leader
• Exploration of the new research on stages of adult formation and how it informs our approach to staff growth and development.
• Understanding what a “deliberatively developmental” adult staff community culture is and several tools that promote this culture.
• Experiencing the “Immunity to Change” tool (Harvard Graduate School of Education) first hand as an instrument for inner growth and
potential use among staff as well.
Toddler Workshop

Forum
Sarah Moudry Building Community: The Work of the child as he adapts to his time and culture
Dr. Montessori understood the importance of building a sense of community even with the youngest children. To fully implement her work in our
environments we study how children use their amazing absorbent mind and power of adaptation to create culture and community. Guided by their
unconscious powers and human tendencies, we can create environments that respond to their need to understand and adapt. Children are most
successful in communities where they feel accepted and comfortable. Join us in a day of conversation and discovery as we explore the many ways
we prepare young children to embrace diversity, work through conflict, and live in harmony with one another.

Casa Workshop Option #1

Presentation Hall
P. Donohue Shortridge Ten Tips To Enhance Your Classroom Practices
This is a Montessori philosophy-based practical session to enhance daily life in the prepared environment. We’ll delve deep into the philosophy, the
pedagogy as well as classroom management. We’ll explore strategies to employ right away and a few to spur deeper consideration. Think of it as
a refresher and reminder of the Montessori fundamentals.

Casa Workshop Option #2

Room 204
Pat Gere Renewing Our Spirit
“The real preparation for education is the study of one’s self. The training of the teacher is something far more than the learning of ideas. It includes
the training of character; it is a preparation of the spirit. “ Maria Montessori
There are so many requirements of a Casa guide - preparing the environment, observing, recording, planning, creating partnerships with parents,
licensing, communicating with the head and other staff, professional development, supporting the school as a whole; not to mention maintaining a
personal life. How can we refresh our spirit? In this workshop, based on the work of Parker J. Palmer (The Courage to Teach), we’ll co-create a safe
place to explore our inner lives, motivations, strengths and challenges, at our own pace, in our own way. When we take time to reflect, we reconnect
with the enthusiasm and joy that brought us to this calling and renew our energy and ability to handle the many demands of our profession.
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Lower Elementary Workshop Room 104
Gaetano Calise This All Sounds Truly Fantastic: But What “exactly” Do I Do In Class On Monday Morning?
Classroom management is truly an art form and needs to be dictated, directed and sometimes even choreographed by the guide. A classroom needs to
be a place where the health of the community comes before all other things. A place where respect, responsibility and resourcefulness are encouraged,
practiced and expected. In this classroom management session we will discuss how the microcosm of the lower elementary class is direct preparation
for the child’s development of character. We will discuss how work in the classroom, individual as well as community helps to prepare our students for
the road to adulthood.
We will discuss how Independence and self-sufficiency given through providing opportunities need to be a part of the class room culture in order for our
students to move towards self discovery by helping them to realize what they are capable of, who they are and what they have to offer.
Upper Elementary Workshop Room 101

Wendy Calise What Would a Good Outcome Look Like?
It is a nearly universal experience for each teacher who completes the Montessori training and boldly sets his or her own two feet in a classroom to
wonder at some point, “Am I doing this wrong?” And, of course if it gets hard enough, and mentoring is not available, eventually, “Why am I doing this?”
Having presented to hundreds of teachers from around the world, Wendy Calise, can tell you that essentially we all have the same questions. Our struggle
is how to reconcile vision with practice: how to patiently, determinedly, steadily work toward that vision without giving up or suffering a good deal of
self-criticism. It comes with the territory. Join Wendy as she explores first, “Why Teach Montessori?,” and then digs into the nitty gritty of how to get from
“Philosophy to Pedagogy to Practice.”

Middle School Workshop

Room 105
Marta Donohue Montessori Secondary: Gifts and Challenges
In this interactive workshop, participants will receive a brief overview of the essential elements in common to Montessori Secondary programs. A variety
of activities, short readings, and small group conversations will illuminate the gifts and challenges of guiding an adolescent program. Most importantly,
participants will explore the guiding question of how to set up a program that maintains fidelity to Montessori’s ideas for the work of the Third Plane of
Development.

12:15 - 1:30 pm LUNCHEON/EXHIBITS
Bow
01:30 - 4:30 pm WORKSHOPS CONTINUE

Administrator Workshop Room 204
Kathy Minardi Practical Tools for Building Trust and Understanding
Practical Tools for Building Trust and Understanding to teach administrators the tools (theory, skills and activities) to use for conducting various
gatherings, meetings, strategic sessions and problems solving sessions, and the ability to build commitment and cohesion as a staff community.
It would include how to create a meeting that matters, and a parent meeting that builds trust in Montessori. This workshop includes some of the
same underpinnings scientifically that Montessori used in creating the eco-environment of the Montessori classroom. We will need a room big
enough to move around in it. Depending on how much time, I could go all afternoon with this as I have so many things we could practice and try out.
Toddler Workshop (continued)
Sarah Moudry

Forum
Building Community: The Work of the child as he adapts to his time and culture

Casa Workshop Option #1 (continued)
P. Donohue Shortridge

Presentation Hall
Ten Tips To Enhance Your Classroom Practices

Casa Workshop Option #2 (continued)
Pat Gere

Room 205

Renewing Our Spirit

Lower Elementary Workshop (continued) Room 104

Gaetano Calise

This All Sounds Truly Fantastic: But What “exactly” Do I Do In Class On Monday Morning?

Upper Elementary Workshop (continued) Room 101
Wendy Calise

What Would a Good Outcome Look Like?
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Middle School Workshop (continued)
Marta Donohue

Room 105
Montessori Secondary: Gifts and Challenges

3:00 - 3:30 pm REFRESHMENT BREAK AND VISIT EXHIBITS
4:45 - 5:30 pm CAMT AGM, CCMA AGM
5:30 - 8:00 pm Reception, Silent Auction, Dinner, Entertainment

Bow
Presentation Hall, Room 101
Forum

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 4, 2017
7:30 - 08:45 am REGISTRATION
8:45 - 09:00 am Welcome Remarks
9:00 - 12:30 pm Workshops

Foyer
Presentation Hall

Administrator Workshop Room 105
Kathy Minardi Guiding Healthy Staff Communities
Creating norms of agreement for interpersonal interaction as a school staff for establishing healthy school culture and the reasons why this is important.
This would offer an experience in building a staff community charter as well.
• Tools for relationship building among the adults and between the leader and the staff.
• Creating professional goals and a growth mindset.
Toddler Workshop

Forum
Sarah Moudry Environment As Teacher
“The teacher must not content herself with merely providing her school with an attractive environment; she must continuously think about this
environment.” Maria Montessori
We will explore how the environment plays a key role in the child’s daily experience. After reviewing the characteristics, we will then discuss
how to create balance in the prepared Toddler environment.

Casa Workshop Presentation Hall
P. Donohue Shortridge Leadership for the Montessori Lead Guide
Why are some Guides reluctant to, or frustrated with leading their team members or assistants? What does success look like and how to achieve it?
This session will delve into the essentials of how to train, lead, mentor and inspire your team of colleagues and assistants. We’ll talk specifically about
leadership responsibility and holding everyone accountable. We’ll also look at personality differences, language usage, how adults learn and what to do
when conflicts arise.
Upper & Lower Elementary Workshop Room 101

Wendy Calise & Gaetano Calise Keep Your Eyes on The Adult You Hope They Will Become
What has changed? What remains the same? How have the intersection of cheap goods and services, technology, and the massive proliferation of
parenting approaches impacted teaching Montessori.

Middle School Workshop

Room 104
Marta Donohue Neuroscience and Informed Supports for the Classroom
Have you ever asked a student to focus? Have you ever taught them how to do that? This practical and interactive workshop will provide an overview
to the basic ideas of neuroscience. Participants will engage in several activities for calming and focusing students that can be adapted for most ages.

11:00 - 11:15

REFRESHMENT BREAK
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REGISTRATION FEES
MEMBER *

2 Day
Friday Only
Saturday Only

$300.00
$195.00
$125.00

NON-MEMBER
2 Day
Friday Only
Saturday Only

$375.00
$250.00
$175.00

STUDENT

2 Day
Friday Only
Saturday Only

$125.00
$075.00
$060.00

* Member denotes CAMT Teacher Member or CCMA Administrator Designates (whose names are on the CCMA membership form)
10% discount for 5 or more staff - Use code “DISCOUNT 10”
Conference Registration Link: www.camt100.ca/conferences
NOTE: All conference registration is electronic however the online system will allow you to generate an invoice and pay by cheque.

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES:

Attendance at keynote presentation, workshops, exhibits (available on Friday only), continental breakfast, refreshment breaks, and lunch (Friday only).
Friday Celebratory Dinner Event $35.00.
NOTE:
• SPACE IS LIMITED – Register Early to Avoid Disappointment
• A service charge of $20 will be levied on all cheques returned NSF.
• Program subject to change.
• All workshops have limited space. Register early to ensure you are accepted into the workshops of your choice!
• Confirmations will be sent via email ONLY – if you do not receive a confirmation at least 1 week prior to the conference, please contact us via
email at info@camt100.ca to confirm your attendance.

CANCELLATION POLICY
•
•
•
•

Cancellations must be received in writing by 5:00 p.m. on Friday October 27 2017 to qualify for a refund.
No refunds after October 27 2017, however substitutions are permitted.
No show - full fee.
Cancellations must be emailed to info@camt100.ca or faxed to 1-866-327-7974

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
BMO Institute for Learning On-Site Accommodations

3550 Pharmacy Avenue, Toronto, ON, M1W 3Z3
To guarantee your Guest Room Reservation please call: 416-490-4484 (Monday – Friday between 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.)
or go to: www.camt100.ca/conferences to complete hotel registration form.
NOTE: All rooms have one Queen bed. If 2 people or a family wish to stay in the same room and wish to have separate beds, then please book with
the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel which is approximately 10 minutes away from the BMO Institute.
Thursday, November 2, 2017 - Dinner, Bed and breakfast rate @ $200 per person per night + HST (All Meals in the dining hall)
Friday, November 3, 2017 - Bed and breakfast rate @ $150 per person per night + HST (Breakfast in dining hall only)
Saturday, November 4, 2017 - Bed and breakfast rate @ $150 per person per night + HST (Breakfast in dining hall only)
Please state you wish the CAMT/CCMA room rates when making your reservations.
Last day to book at BMO Hotel: October 2, 2017

Courtyard Toronto Northeast/Markham – Marriott Only 10 minutes from BMO Institute for Learning conference venue
7095 Woodbine Avenue, Markham, ON, L3R 1A3 | Phone: 905-474-0444
Special Room Rate: $ 135 + HST per night
Please state you wish the CAMT/CCMA room rates when making your reservations.

We would like to acknowledge CCV Insurance &8 Financial Services for their continued support.

