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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

 

The Rhode Island Flood Mitigation Association (RIFMA) invites state and municipal staff 

and officials, consultants, non-profit leaders and other interested parties to submit 

abstracts for its 2019 Conference. With this year’s conference theme- “What Works? 

Implementing Lessons Learned”- we aim to move beyond ideas on paper to projects in 

place, exploring how they were implemented and how they're working.   

 

We're thrilled to welcome our keynote speakers- Dr. Jim Blackburn, a practicing 

environmental lawyer and professor in the Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Department and co-director of the Severe Storm Prediction, Education and Evacuation 

from Disaster (SSPEED) Center at Rice University where he's been responsible for the 

development of landscape-scale green space solutions for surge damage mitigation. Dr. 

Blackburn has led numerous studies on flooding in Houston, TX and will share lessons 

learned after Hurricane Harvey and other flooding events in the United States' fourth 

largest city. Jeff Diehl, Executive Director/CEO of the Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank, 

will discuss some of the funding strategies and mechanisms available for the critical flood 

mitigation work we do.  

 

This popular event brings together nearly 200 attendees from a broad range of 

professions to address the many issues associated with managing flood risk, making 

communities more sustainable, and protecting floodplains and fragile natural resources.  

 

Please submit your abstract by February 10, 2019   

 
 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.riflood.org/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/jim-blackburn/
https://www.riib.org/people/staff/jeffrey-diehl
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS (CONT.) 

Presentations should illustrate: 

❖ innovative tools and techniques that are in place and working for planning, designing and developing (and 
redeveloping) resilient communities; 

❖ lessons learned and best practices through case studies;  
❖ how programs/projects were financed and resources leveraged; and/or  
❖ how partners and/or stakeholders were engaged in programs/projects 

Preference will be given to presentations that highlight our conference theme: “What Works? 
Implementing Lessons Learned,” where we aim to move beyond ideas on paper to projects in place, exploring 
how they were implemented (partners, funding, etc.) and how they're working. Topics of interest include, but are 
not limited to: 

❖ Flood mitigation/restoration projects (preferably multi-objective)  
❖ Stormwater management (including Low Impact Development & Green Infrastructure) 
❖ Data development and application (statistics, modeling, forecasting, economics, etc.) 
❖ Flood risk communication and awareness/community outreach 
❖ Regulations/legislation that have reduced flood risk 
❖ Flood insurance/Community Rating System 
❖ Legal issues 

A maximum of two tracks will be offered (one set before lunch and two sets after lunch) to accommodate 
attendees’ various interests and level of knowledge. Selected presentations will be combined by focus area to 
create cohesive sessions. You may choose from the following presentation formats:  

● participation in an “ignite” panel (each speaker presents 20 slides which automatically advance every 15 
seconds, for a total of 5 minutes. Then participate in audience Q&A & discussion with other panelists for 
10-15 minutes) 

● 20-minute session (oral presentation (15 minutes, with 5 minutes Q&A)) or some other engaging 
interaction; we encourage creative sessions with no (or at least light) use of PowerPoint and are open to other 
possibilities!) 

Please enter submissions using the Google Form (preview here) no later than midnight on February 10, 2019. 
Please direct questions to RhodeIslandFMA@gmail.com. You will be notified via email no later than March 8, 2019 
whether or not your abstract was selected. All selected presenters must register for the conference. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkMy7uZrOmb6qWYm8eK5_SXipoSrpmNUhDH1iOASyeWzaR8A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkMy7uZrOmb6qWYm8eK5_SXipoSrpmNUhDH1iOASyeWzaR8A/viewform
mailto:RhodeIslandFMA@gmail.com

