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Tel 01423 504571 Tel 01423 504571 
39 Franklin Road 
Harrogate 

 

Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club 
Scottish Country Dancing 

 

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30  
The season runs from September to June 

Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and 
friendly group! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and join us, no experience needed 
It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year  

or £62 for the full year. 
Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information 

 

  Hubert Swainson 
Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 
Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 
Tim Canavar  

 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 
can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 
See page 19 for contact details 

Interested in 
advertising here? 

 
Our magazine reaches 

300 homes 
and is also 

on our  
Parish Website 

www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
 

Contact the Church Office 
565129 

or 
Church@StJohnsandStLukes.org.uk 

for more details 

 
 
 
 
 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL. 
Telephone: 01423 538445 

Opening Times: 7.30am - 5.30pm  
Monday - Saturday 

Supporting the local community 

Tel 01423 504571 
39 Franklin Road 
Harrogate 
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Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 
Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
For parish information including services and events  
visit Parish Website: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3176/ 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3216/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnsstlukes  
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate/ 

 

The Ministry Team 

 
 
 

 
 

Churchwardens 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Editorial Team 
 

Treasurer: Rita Nuttall 07901 523206  
Secretary: Jenny Rennison 

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 
Editors: Jean Burton 569907 Liz Hickling  

 
Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S 
TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

Rev Simon Dowson—Team Rector 
Tel 01423 431513 
simon.dowson@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Andrew Patrick—Team Vicar 
Tel 01423 562128 
andrew.patrick@leeds.anglican.org 

Rev Ruth Donegan-Cross—Curate  
Tel 07588 813343 
ruth.donegan-cross@leeds.anglican.org 

St John’s 
 

Mr Nigel Thompson 
janeandnigel1962@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Mrs Jane Reichert 
janereichert@hotmail.com 

St Luke’s 

 

Mrs Pat Fenton 
pafenton10@gmail.com 
 

 
Mr Pete Fenton 
goggledpete@gmail.com 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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LOOKING AHEAD 
Some significant dates for your diary 
 

7
th

 September  11am   Parish Day Out  - meet at  

       Saltburn pier 

8th September  7pm   Growing Leaders Intro (SJ) 

9
th

 September  12.30pm  Buffet lunch at Food Bank  

       Mowbray Community Church 

14
th

 September  10am   Coffee Morning for Tanzanian  

       schoolgirls (SJ Hall) 

16
th

 September  6-9pm  Panto Auditions (SJ East End) 

19
th

 September  6-9pm  Panto Auditions (SJ East End) 

21
st 

September  2pm   Jumble Sale (SJ Hall) provisional 

29
th  

September  3pm   Pet Service (SJ) 

4
th

 –6
th 

October  Parish Weekend at Scargill 

26
th

 October 3-5pm Songs of Praise (SJ Hall) 

7
th 

December TBA Christmas Fair (SL) 

 

 
 

All the Fun of the Fair! 
 

Throwing sponges at Nigel, converting canes and  

plastic to a a bug house, bouncy castle, football, mini 

tractors, a sit-down in church to listen to the delightful 

singing of Richard Taylor School choir, delicious home 

made preserves, beautiful hand-made cards, tantalising 

smells from the barbecue outside and the ‘café’ in the 

hall, where there was also a tempting display of cakes. 
 

All this plus some very professional music from Tewit Youth Band followed by 

our local steel band, rounded off by a medley of songs and guitar music from 

Andy and Penny. 
 

The weather stayed fine but not too hot or too sunny, and crowds came to 

enjoy the day. 

 

Thanks go to everyone who contributed to the success of our Summer Fair, 

by organising or volunteering or just attending.  

We raised over £2000!  Well done! 

Sunday 25
th 

  6.00pm Friendly Football at Rossett Sport 

  Centre 

 NO Morning Prayer this week 

Monday 26
th

 All day Church Spring Clean (SJ) 

Tuesday 27
th

 All day Church Spring Clean (SJ)
  

Wednesday 28
th

  10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 All Day Church Spring Clean (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park 

  Community Centre 

Thursday 29
th

  6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ office) 
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Clergy Letter 
 
Have you ever met with Jesus? 
 
How did it change you? 
 
Over the summer at St John’s and St 
Luke’s our theme will be ‘Meetings with 
Jesus’, a series focused on Mark’s Gospel. 
 
Here, we will witness the call of Jesus on the lives of tough fishermen 
- hardened men who knew the struggles of daily life.  

 
Here, we will read of Jesus meeting Levi the 
tax collector – a despised swindler of a man.  
 
Here, we will listen as Jesus meets and heals 
a leper - considered to be unclean and 
godforsaken; and a paralyzed man - 
commonly assumed to be punished by God 
for some wrong that he or his family must 
have committed. Jesus corrects this attitude 
in word and action. 

 
Here, we will hear about the compassion of Jesus in the raising of 
Jairus’ daughter, and the healing of a long-suffering woman who had 
been afflicted with haemorrhaging.    
 
Here, we will see Jesus give sight to an unnamed blind man, as well 
as to Bartimaeus, a blind beggar of whom Jesus asks ‘what do you 
want me to do for you?’ 
 
Here, we will observe how Jesus welcomes little children – despite 
those around him considering them to be ‘not important enough’ to 
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meet him.  
 
And, here, we will recognize 
that meeting Jesus can lead 
to searching questions and 
sacrificial demands, as we 
consider the story of the Rich 
Young Man, and Jesus’ call to 
‘go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ 
 
Meeting with Jesus changes our lives and transforms our priorities. It 
brings wonderful new possibilities and exacting challenge. 
 
What these stories show us is that whoever we are – young or old, 
sick or healthy, male or female, rich or poor, ‘good’ or ‘bad’, powerful 
or powerless – Jesus calls us, and longs that we might meet with him. 
 
We may not meet with Jesus as these first-century, ancient near-
eastern people did - by the Sea of Galilee, or on a dusty Judean road - 
but the post-Pentecost promise is that God is with us like never 
before, his Spirit at work, ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’.  
 
We meet Jesus in these stories and we meet Jesus where we are – 
but are we ready to be changed? 
 
I look forward to exploring these things more with you over the 
summer. 
 
With love, 

 
 
 

Team Vicar 
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AUGUST'S CALENDAR         

Thursday 1
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ office) 

Sunday 4
th

  8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 9.30am All Age Communion (SJ) 

 NB NO 11 am service today 

 10.30am All Age Worship (SL) 

 No Morning Prayer this week 

Monday 5th 2.30pm Healing Prayer Group Meeting at 

146 Tennyson Avenue 

Wednesday 7
th

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

Thursday 11
th 

NO Evening surgery 

Saturday 10
th

  10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning (SJ hall) 

Sunday 11
th

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am All Age Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Morning Worship (SL) 

 12.15pm Baptisms (SJ) 

Monday 12
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 13
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 14
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

Thursday 18
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ office) 

Sunday 18
th

 8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am All Age Worship (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Holy Communion (SL)  

Monday 19
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 2.30pm Healing Prayer Group at  

  54 Byland Road 

Tuesday 20
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 21
st

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 12.00pm Thirst Table at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

Thursday 22
nd

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery (SJ office) 

Sunday 25
th

  8.00am Holy Communion in East End (SJ) 

 10.00am Joint All Age Communion (SJ) 

 NO service at St Luke’s today 
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PEOPLE 
BAPTISMS / BLESSINGS & 

THANKSGIvINGS 
 

Grace Alison Forster 

Rhys Aaron Heron 

FUNERALS/ MEMORIALS 
We extend our sympathy to the families of those 

who have recently died: 
 
 

Glenda Lockwood 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

MONDAY to WEDNESDAY  

9.30am to 1.00pm  
THURSDAY CLOSED 

FRIDAY 9.30am to 1.00pm 

TELEPHONE 565129 
(+ Answerphone) 

email -            
church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

     SUNDAY 11th August 

is Copy Date for the 

 September 2019 

edition of Focus. 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLfocus@gmail.com 

or leave in drawer at 
back of St John’s 

Church 

 

WEDDINGS 
We offer our congratulations to the following 

couple who have recently been married: 
 

Mark Robert Barrett and Sarah Jayne Mansbridge 

Sorry—Church office will be closed 26th to 30th August  
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Young people's worker update 
 
On 23rd June St John's and St Luke's 
held a gift day to allow people to 
respond to our appeal to help fund a 
young people's worker for the parish. 
People were amazingly generous, so 
much so that thus far we have raised 
£33 395 in addition to the £31 500 that 
was already in the fund - praise the 

Lord! This means that we are now well over 2/3 of the way to our total of 
£86,000 which would fund the post for 3 years. Thanks so much to all of 
you who have contributed in any way! Of course the appeal is still open if 
folk want to make their own contribution.  
 

Not surprisingly,  the PCC voted at its July meeting to press ahead with 
advertising for the post and to seek other funding sources - which is 
fantastic news! 
 

We expect that January 2020 will be the earliest that anyone would begin 
work, perhaps Easter 2020. 
 

Therefore, as we continue to put things in place, please pray  

1. For the rest of the money to be found 

2. More importantly for the right person to be recruited 
So that we can see God's kingdom come more among the young people of 
Bilton. 
 

 
Bilton Churches Together plan to  

MAKE BILTON ANGELIC FOR CHRISTMAS! 
with knitted/crocheted angels.  If you enjoy 

knitting or crocheting, please will you help? You 
can collect a pattern from the church office, or 
email to have one sent, or download from the 

website www.christmasangel.net 
Let’s fill Bilton with angels! 

 

The first two angels have arrived in the church office already. 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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Coffee Morning September 14th: 
Diocesan Overseas Links Tanzania 

Bunda Girls’ Secondary School 
 

Bunda Girls’ Secondary School is a relatively new high school with 
science school status in our link diocese of Mara, Tanzania. At the 
last visit by our overseas links’ bishops it was prioritised as being in 
need of sponsorship funding to enable girls from remote and 
deprived villages and communities to attend. BGSS prides itself on 
the quality high school education it affords its pupils and the 
opportunities it opens for future university study. Until recently girls in 
Tanzania had no chance of secondary school education, this being 
purely reserved for boys. Thankfully things are beginning to move 
on. 
BGSS is a boarding school drawing from villages within a 50-mile 
radius. Already through people’s interest and generosity within our 
diocese, 11 girls are being sponsored at the school and are doing 
extremely well. All funds raised from September’s coffee morning will 

go to support Ester 
Edwards who is the 
first child from her 
family EVER to 
attend secondary 
school. She is in her 
second year at the 
school, and funds 
raised are sufficient 
to cover the first 
three years of her 
education, board, 
clothing, books, 
pocket money and 
travel home for the 

holidays. Sponsorship costs £50 per month - a little more than £10 
per week - and covers everything listed above. All monies raised go 
directly through our Diocesan Board of Finance straight to Ester’s 
“pot” with nothing being “creamed off” for admin expenses. 
The school is doing really well with 245 girls now on roll and capacity 
for 360. It has a brand new science laboratory as befits its science 
school status and work is in progress for both a library and chapel to 
be built  - all VERY exciting. 
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I shall be going out on the 
diocesan link visit in 
February 2020 when, 
amongst visiting other 
projects supported by our 
diocese, BGSS will be a 
top priority. I can’t wait! 
If you’d like to know more 

including options to gift aid 
donations and/or direct 
debit on a monthly basis, 
do please come and talk to 
me. I’d love to share my 
enthusiasm and 
excitement for this project 
with you! 
 
 

Jane Reichert (01423 505606) 
 
Do join us at the Coffee Morning in St 
John’s Church Hall on 14th September to 
find out more, as well as enjoying 
refreshments, toasted teacakes, raffle, 
tombola, stalls including cakes, books and 
cards 
 
 

 
Harrogate Food Bank and Christians 
Against Poverty invite you to a buffet 
lunch on Monday 9th September, 12.30 to 
1.30, at Mowbray Community Church HG1 
5AT.  There will be a short presentation on 
behalf of both organisations to feedback 

how these organisations are impacting the local community, and to 
update on new initiatives. 
RSVP by 2nd September to celiafowler@capuk.org  
or text 07960 834673 
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Saturday 10th August 
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GRAND SUMMER CLEAN  
AT ST JOHN’S 

Come and join our cleaning party 
26th, 27th or 28th August, getting to 
the parts that regular cleaning  

  doesn’t  reach.  Cleaning materials and 
refreshments provided.   

 

Do you enjoy defeating the spiders?  They love to build webs under 
the heating pipes and in the corners of the porches, under the 
doormat, on the windowsills….. and in many other places. 
Some of the carpets are crying out to be cleaned. 
 

We have a superb regular team of cleaners, but they only have time 
to do the basic vacuuming, sweeping and dusting.   
Sign-up sheet by the South Porch

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK! 
Are there 20 people who could give an hour? 

HELP  -  HELP  -  HELP  -  HELP -  HELP  -  HELP 
 

St John’s Church Jumble Sale 
Saturday 21

st
 September 2pm 

 
We are very short of volunteers to: 

• set up tables and carry jumble 
downstairs (Friday 7pm) 

• receive and sort jumble 
(Saturday 9am) 

• serve and then help to clear 
away (Saturday 2pm) 

• take what is left to the waste recycling centre 
 

If you are willing to help with any of these tasks, please contact 
the church office (details on page 19)..  You don’t have to be 
available every time.. 
Unless we receive a number of offers the Jumble Sale will have 
to be cancelled. 
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 YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO 

  “MILLIE’S  GARDEN  
PARTY” 

 SUNDAY  25 AUGUST   11 am – 2 pm 

GAMES & 

ACTIVITIES 

 Line Dancing 

“lesson” 

TEAS 

THIS IS A FREE 
COMMUNITY EVENT -  

WHY NOT BRING YOUR 
OWN PICNIC! 

THE MILLIE GREEN -   IT ’S YOUR GARDEN   
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ECOTIPS 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Blow your nose on cotton  

Use a cotton handkerchief that can be washed 
after use instead of disposable tissues. This will not 
only save trees but the cotton will be softer on your 
nose.  

 
 

Don’t chuck it out  
 
 Don’t throw old medicines down the toilet or in the 
rubbish as they can harm the environment. Return 
them all to your local pharmacy for proper disposal. 
Sharps such as insulin needles should be placed in 
a yellow sharps bin and returned to the GP surgery 
or hospital. 
 

 
 
Soap is good for you  

For homemade liquid soap, grate a bar of pure 
soap and pour into warm water. Heat until 
dissolved, then cool and store. Use to refill 
plastic hand-soap bottles in your kitchen and 
bathroom. The soap should keep indefinitely if 
kept airtight and it will mean you’re not 
continually buying more plastic. 

 
 

 
Shower behind glass  
When buying a new shower curtain, choose cloth 
instead of PVC, or better still, go for a glass screen 
as it won’t need replacing for many years. Don’t rely 
on manufactured cleaning products containing 
bleach or other harmful chemicals for your shower. 
Soak shower curtains in salted water before 
hanging them up and scrub with a paste made with 

water and bicarbonate of soda to remove mildew. 
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3
rd

 Harrogate Scout Group (St John’s) 
 

 
Our annual Group Camp took place this 
year at Bradley Wood campsite in 
Brighouse. We had 100 Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts and Explorers along with 30 or more 
leaders, parents and volunteers on site for 
the weekend.  
 
The weekend was filled with activities such 
as crate stacking, zip wires and archery to 
name just a few and I think it’s fair to say 
that a good time was had by all.  

 
Here are just a few comments from the children: 
 
‘Camp was brilliant! It’s tiring but fun…the campfire 
was the best bit!’ 
 
‘I enjoyed the singing. ‘I’m being eaten by a boa 
constrictor’ was my favourite song’. 
 
 

‘I liked doing archery. I was 
really shocked when I hit the 
yellow’. 
 
‘I enjoyed camping with my friends. One night I only 
had half an hour’s sleep!’ 
 
‘My best part of camp was playing in the swimming 
pool and coracle building’. 
 
‘I loved the hot chocolate and making new friends’. 
 
‘I really liked going 
fast down the 
Cresta run’. 
 
 
 

Unfortunately our live link to church from 
camp didn’t work very well this 
year...fingers crossed for better luck next 
year!  
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HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY BILTON! 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 12th July Bilton District 
celebrated 90 years of Girl 
Guiding with a fabulous event 
held in St John’s church grounds.  

 
Over 100 of the present 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 
plus their leaders, and over 30 
previous members as our guests, 
all took part in a photo treasure 
hunt around the church grounds 
and then took great delight 
tucking into the extensive bring-
and-share picnic. The fantastic 
celebration cake was cut to a loud 
rendition of Happy Birthday, and 
we enjoyed a good old campfire 
sing-song.  
 

The winning design for the event’s commemorative badge (which also 
adorned the cake) was by Amy Barraclough from 1st Bilton Guides.  Well 
done Amy! 

Timing was perfect as just as the event was finishing, the rain started! 
 
Congratulations to Bilton Guiding for this wonderful achievement and great 
to see the spirit of Guiding thriving still.  

 A big ‘Thank you’ to Gill and Chris, and the rest of the team, for organising 
the 90th Anniversary celebration.  It was a superb evening.  


