Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club
Scottish Country Dancing

Interested in
advertising here?

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30
The season runs from September to June
Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and
friendly group!

Our magazine reaches
300 homes
and is also
on our
Parish Website
www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
Contact the Church Office
565129
or

Come and join us, no experience needed
It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year
or £62 for the full year.
Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information

Church@StJohnsandStLukes.org.uk

for more details

Hubert Swainson
Funeral Services Ltd
Private Chapels

Distinctive personal arrangements by:
Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD
Tim Canavar
Tel 01423
01423 504571
504571
Tel

3939
Franklin
Road
Franklin
Road
Harrogate
Harrogate

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church
can be hired for single occasions or for regular events.
Contact the Church Office for more information.
See page 19 for contact details

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL.
Telephone: 01423 538445
Opening Times: 7.30am - 5.30pm
Monday - Saturday
Supporting the local community
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ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S
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visit Parish Website: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3176/
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3216/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnsstlukes
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate/

The Ministry Team
Rev Simon Dowson—Team Rector
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simon.dowson@leeds.anglican.org
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Rev Andrew Patrick—Team Vicar
Tel 01423 562128
andrew.patrick@leeds.anglican.org

Rev Ruth Donegan-Cross—Curate
Tel 07588 813343
ruth.donegan-cross@leeds.anglican.org

Churchwardens
St Luke’s

St John’s
Mr Nigel Thompson
janeandnigel1962@hotmail.co.uk

Mrs Pat Fenton
pafenton10@gmail.com

Mrs Jane Reichert
janereichert@hotmail.com

Mr Pete Fenton
goggledpete@gmail.com
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Secretary: Jenny Rennison
Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team
Editors: Jean Burton 569907 Liz Hickling
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Tuesday 29th cont 7.00pm
Wednesday 30th
9-9.30am
10.30am
10.30am
Thursday 31st
NOVEMBER
Sunday 3rd

Monday 4th
Tuesday 5th
Wednesday 6

th

The Happiness Lab at The Knox
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park
Community Centre
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Wellbeing Café (SL)
Evening Surgery (SJ Church Office)

9-9.30am
1-3.00pm
6.30-7.15pm
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am
11.00am
4.00pm
6-7.30pm
7-8.30pm
9-9.30am
7.30pm
9-9.30am
7.00pm
9-9.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Holy Communion in East End (SJ)
Parade Service (SJ)
All Age Morning Worship (SL)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Service to Remember & Give Thanks (SJ)

Junior Ignite (SL)
Ignite (SL)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Baptism Information Session (SJ)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
The Happiness Lab at The Knox
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park
Community Centre

LOOKING AHEAD
9th November

10.00am

Coffee Morning raising funds
for Parish Youth Work (SJ Hall)
Sunday 1st December
10.00am
Toy Service/Parade (SJ)
6.00pm
Advent Carol Service (SJ)
Saturday 7th December
Christmas Fair (SL)
Saturday 14th December 10.00am
Coffee Morning and Christingle
making (SJ Hall)
Sunday 15th December
4.30pm
Christingle Service (SJ)
4.30pm
Christingle Service (SL)
6.00pm
Christingle Service (SJ)
Saturday 21st December 7.00pm
Carol-Oke (details to follow)
Sunday 22nd December
10.30am
Nativity (SL)
6.00pm
Carol Service (SJ)
Monday 23rd December
6.00pm
Blue Christmas Service (SJ)
Tuesday 24th December
4.30pm
Nativity (SJ)
4.30pm
Carol Service (SL)
11.30pm
Midnight Service (SJ)
Wednesday 25th December
No 8.00am Service
10.00am
Communion Service (SJ)
10.30am
Communion Service (SL)
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A Letter From the Rector
Dear friends
In Psalm 84 we find the following words:
How lovely is your dwelling-place,
Lord Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints,
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God.
Better is one day in your courts
than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
These verses express a sentiment that runs through Scripture, namely a
longing, in fellowship with the rest of God's people, to come before Him
and worship Him, to enjoy being in His presence and worship Him. For
example, it was this longing that led the boy Jesus to stay behind in the
temple in Jerusalem after His family had left for home - so that when they
eventually found Him, His response was to ask, 'Didn’t you know I had to be
in my Father's house?' (Luke 2:49).
Why do I mention this - well, during our
summer holiday, Fiona and I were able to visit
the beautiful and sacred island of Iona, a
place where people have been seeking and
encountering God for some 1500 years, and
Iona has been described as a 'thin place', thin
in the sense that for many, heaven and earth
seem unusually close on the island.
Now I can't honestly say that I had any great
spiritual experience while we were there, but
what I have come back to Bilton with is a
fresh longing for us to draw close to God, for
us to encounter Him in our worship, whether
that be at St John's, St Luke's or indeed
elsewhere. And the good news is that He
3

wants us to encounter Him, to meet with Him, to come into His presence
for He craves our worship.
Thus my challenge to us all is that we might be like the Psalmist, or the
pilgrims to Iona, and be crying out for encounter with the living God. Let's
not settle for second best when it comes to seeking intimacy with Him, and
let's be praying that St John's, St Luke's, and more generally Harrogate itself
are also 'thin places', remembering as we do so the words of James 4:8
'Come near to God and he will come near to you.'
Changing tack, I thought it would be a good idea to update you on a couple
of important matters. Firstly, as you know, we have been looking for a new
organist/director of music since Francis sadly left us - we have had a number
of expressions of interest, and it may be that by the time you read this, we
will have made an appointment as two people have formally applied - as
soon as we have news and and DBS/safeguarding checks have been
successfully completed, we will let you know. In the meantime can I express
my thanks to Ruth Yarbrough for so ably stepping in.
Secondly, the young people's worker post has been advertised, with a
closing date for applications of 25th October - so please be praying that we
get a good response and that the right appointment is made
Finally, by the time you read this, we will probably have a clearer idea of
how Brexit will be panning out - but whatever happens, it is incumbent
upon us to be praying for our leaders and our nation at this time - let's keep
doing so.
Every blessing,

Simon
Supporting Youth Work in Bilton
th

The proceeds from the Coffee Morning on 9 November will go to help
provide resources for our new Youth Worker.
Cakes, raffle, tombola, cards, books, plants as well as refreshments and the
chance to chat with other local (and not-so-local!) folk. Please do join us
between 10 am and 12 noon in St John’s Church Hall.
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Monday 14th
Tuesday 15th
Wednesday 16th

9-9.30am
1.30pm
2.30pm
9-9.30am
7.00pm
7.30pm
9-9.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Morning Prayer (SJ)
Woodfield School Harvest (SJ)
Healing Prayer Group (54 Byland Rd)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
The Happiness Lab at The Knox
Standing Committee (SJ)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park
Community Centre
Thirst Table at Dene Park
Community Centre
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Little Fishes Parent & Toddler
Group (SL)
Wellbeing Café (SL)
Evening Surgery (SJ Church Office)
Men’s Group meeting at The Knox
Choir Practice (SJ)
Love Bilton Feast (SJ)
Holy Communion in East End (SJ)
Morning Worship (SJ)
All Age Communion (SL)
Café Church (SL)
Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL)
Ignite (Youth Group) (SL)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
JAM in Church followed by coffee in
East End (SJ)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park
Community Centre
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler
Group) (SL)
Wellbeing Café (SL)
Evening Surgery (SJ Church Office)
Choir Practice (SJ)
Songs of Praise (SJ Hall)
Holy Communion in East End (SJ)
All Age Communion (SJ)
Morning Worship (SL)

12.00noon
Thursday 17th

Friday 18th
Saturday 19th
Sunday 20th

Monday 21st
Tuesday 22nd

9-9.30am
9.30-11.30am
1-3.00pm
6.30-7.15pm
7.30pm
6.30-7.45pm
6.00pm
8.00am
10.00am
10.30am
4.00pm
6-7.30pm
7-8.30pm
9-9.30am
9-9.30am
10-11.30am

Wednesday 23rd

9-9.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Thursday 24th

9-9.30am
9.30-11.30am

Friday 25th
Saturday 26th
Sunday 27th

Monday 28th
Monday 28th cont
Tuesday 29th

1-3.00pm
6.30-7.15pm
6.30-7.45pm
3-5.00pm
8.00am
10.00am
10.30am
6.00pm
9-9.30am
2.30pm
9-9.30am

Friendly Football (Rossett Sport Centre)

Morning Prayer (SJ)
Healing Prayer Gp (18 Hill Top Rise)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
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OCTOBER'S CALENDAR
Tuesday 1

st

Wednesday 2nd

Thursday 3rd

Friday 4th
Sunday 6th

Monday 7th
Tuesday 8th

Wednesday 9th

9-9.30am
7.00pm
9-9.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Morning Prayer (SJ)
The Happiness Lab at The Knox
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park
Community Centre
MacMillan Coffee Morning (SJ)
Bereavement Support Group (SJ)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Little Fishes Parent & Toddler
Group (SL)
Wellbeing Café (SL)
Evening Surgery (SJ Church Office)
Parish Weekend at Scargill House
Open Choir Practice (SJ)
Holy Communion in East End (SJ)
Parade Service (SJ)
All Age Morning Worship (SL)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Junior Ignite (Youth Group) (SL)
Ignite (Youth Group) (SL)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
JAM in Church followed by coffee
in East End (SJ)
The Happiness Lab at The Knox
Finance & Buildings Committee (SJ)
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Holy Communion (SJ)
Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park
Community Centre
Community Lunch at Bilton
Community Centre
Morning Prayer (SJ)
Little Fishes Parent & Toddler
Group (SL)
Wellbeing Café (SL)
Evening Surgery (SJ Church Office)
Choir Practice (SJ)
Coffee Morning (SJ Hall)
Holy Communion in East End (SJ)
Harvest Holy Communion (SJ)
Harvest Parade Service (SL)
Baptisms (SJ)

11.30am
7.30pm
9-9.30am
9.30-11.30am
1-3.00pm
6.30-7.15pm
4.00pm
7-7.30pm
8.00am
9.30am
10.30am
11.00am
6-7.30pm
7-8.30pm
9-9.30am
9-9.30am
10-11.30am
7.00pm
7.30pm
9-9.30am
10.30am
10.30am
12.15pm

Thursday 10th

Friday 11th
Saturday 12th
Sunday 13th

9-9.30am
9.30-11.30am
1-3.00pm
6.30-7.15pm
6.30-7.45pm
10am-12noon
8.00am
10.00am
10.30am
12.15pm
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Support the 2019 Real Advent Calendar
The Real Advent Calendar is the UK’s only
Fairtrade calendar which comes with a
free 24 page Christmas story-activity
book and which supports charitable
causes.
The 2019 calendar has a new design.
There is a Fairtrade chocolate and a line
of the Christmas story behind each of the
25 windows. The free book has a page for
every day of Advent expanding on the
Christmas story and includes some fun
challenges. No other calendar enables parents and children to experience
the Christmas story for 24 days and be challenged to do some good in the
season of Advent.
Tastes good and does good
Money raised from the sale of this year’s calendar will help
Fairtrade farmers receive a fair price for their goods and a
Fairtrade premium to spend on the priorities of their
communities ranging from solar panels and fresh water to
teaching resources. As well as promoting the work of
Traidcraft Exchange, profits will also help The Funzi and
Bodo Trust provide care for mums and babies in Africa.
The Real Advent Calendar costs £3.99, and can be ordered through our
Churches. Sign-up sheets in both churches. Order before 3rd November.

Do you have a preschool child?
Mr Jam would love to welcome you to JAM
(‘Jesus and Me’) at St John’s on alternate
Tuesday mornings for Bible stories, singing,
dance, drama, crafts, refreshments and FUN.
This month we meet at 10 o’clock on 8th and 22nd, and then
12th and 26th November.
5

Creationtide Success for St John’s
As we celebrate Harvest and think
about God’s gift to us in creation, it’s
exciting to reflect
on how far we have
come this year as a
church community
in terms of thinking
about our impact
on the environment. We now have an active “Green
Team”, and have made significant progress, using the A
Rocha Eco Awards scheme to help us work towards small
changes that together have earned us a Bronze Eco Award. To give you an
idea of some of the changes we have made, we’re going to use the Eco
Award categories to highlight our progress:

Worship
We have scored highly in this category. It covers teaching and worship
in church- celebrating the fact that we include, for example,
teaching on creation care in church and also our young people’s
groups, that we pray regularly for the environment in morning
prayer, and include eco tips in the church magazine.
Buildings
As our buildings are listed, this category is more
challenging for us, but our gas and electricity are
from 100% renewable sources, we recycle what
we can, we are in the process of switching to
environmentally-friendly cleaning products, and
have installed water-saving devices in all the
toilets.
Lifestyle
Creationtide last year raised lots of
important issues around lifestyle, and ecotips in
the news sheet and magazine have continued to
do this, encouraging people to think about
reducing their carbon footprint, by, for
example, buying locally, and operating a
6

PEOPLE
BAPTISMS / BLESSINGS &
THANKSGIvINg
George Alan Smithson
Sophia Catherine Rose McIlwaine

FUNERALS/ MEMORIALS
We extend our sympathy to the families of those
who have recently died:
Shirley Newbould
Peter Cragg

WEDDINGS / THANKSGIvINg
We offer our congratulations to the following
couple as they give thanks for their marriage
Daffyd and Deb Pritchard

St John’s & St Luke’s
CHURCH OFFICE OPENING
HOURS

13th October 2019
is Copy Date for the
November 2019
edition of Focus.
Items for inclusion to:
SJSLfocus@gmail.com
or leave in drawer at
back of St John’s
Church

MONDAY to WEDNESDAY 9.30am
to 1.00pm
THURSDAY CLOSED
FRIDAY 9.30am to 1.00pm
TELEPHONE 565129
(+ Answerphone)
email church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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communal Christmas card in church. As a church, we are
committed to banking ethically.
Land
This category has benefitted from the commitment of
our amazing grounds team – Nigel, Terry and Rob who have embraced the challenge of encouraging
wildlife through mowing regimes, avoiding all
pesticides, composting and planting butterfly- and
bee-attracting plants. We now have a fantastic bug
hotel, built by the children. Our land is a wonderful gift enjoyed by
all our community.
Community and global
In this category, we are rewarded for our longterm commitment to Traidcraft, as well as the fact
that we have recently twinned the toilet at St
John’s (thanks to Little Fishes!). We always aim to
offer vegetarian options at shared meals, and support local businesses,
as well as encouraging campaigning on local and national
environmental issues. (Make sure you join the Tearfund Rubbish
campaign!) https://www.tearfund.org/en/about_you/action/rubbish/
These may sound like small steps, but taken together they have earned us
a Bronze Eco Award!
A massive thank-you to all those who have got behind these initiatives - as
a church community, our small efforts add up to a big contribution to
safeguarding God’s beautiful world.
If anyone would like to join us in the Green Team, you would be very
welcome! We meet about every 6 weeks. Talk to any of us to find out
more.
The Green Team (Tracey Walton, Rachel Crone, Madeline Wolfe, Claire
Golightly, Ruth D-C)

Ecotips
Willing to use a soap bar but not keen on the gooey mess it
can make on the basin? A magnetic soap holder could be
the answer. Quite a few available online.
14
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Harvest Celebrations
Our Harvest services this year will be on Sunday 13th
October: 10 am at St John’s and 10.30 am at St Luke’s.
Donations of produce and flowers from your garden/
allotment will be
welcome; if you are
buying a Harvest Gift,
please consider dry
goods which will go to
Harrogate Homeless
Project, or a small plant
which will go to someone in our
community who is recently bereaved or
housebound or ill. Help with sorting and
distributing all the gifts on Monday 14th
would be welcome at St John’s: offers to
the Church Office please.
Then there is a Harvest Community
Feast—see right. EVERYONE is welcome!
Contact the office for your free ticket.

Nidd Gorge Reprieve Relief!
Last year at our Harvest Feast we were very
concerned about the possibility of a road being
driven through the Gorge, despite its importance to
local wildlife and to the human residents, many of
whom love walking there.
Now we can thank God that so many people cared
enough to object. It seems unlikely that the project
will continue in its present form, but there will be
other measures to try to reduce congestion in
Harrogate.

8
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Continuing our series looking at the different ways we as a church
are reaching out to our local community, we visit a coffee morning:
A buzz, the smell of coffee and toasted teacakes ……. it’s one of our
monthly coffee mornings at St John’s. Add in the sight of people enjoying a
cuppa and a chat before browsing the books, buying delicious cakes and
beautiful hand-made cards, and having a flutter on a
well-stocked tombola and a generous raffle, and you
have the picture.
The coffee mornings are part of our outreach to our
neighbours locally (providing a pleasant venue for
coffee and a chat) and further afield (raising money for
charities).

Bright Sparks Ice Cakes for Hedgehogs!
Actually, the cakes will be iced and decorated by the children during the
morning and then for sale after the
service at St John’s on Sunday 17th
November, and the proceeds will go to
the charity chosen by the children. We
know cakes are not good for
hedgehogs!
Bilton Hogspital cares for, heals and
rehabilitates local hedgehogs, including
feeding babies using a pipette. They have round about 30 ’patients’ at any
one time.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
We’ll be serving coffee and cakes in support of Macmillan
Cancer Care in St John’s East End Room after Communion (ie
about 11.20) on Wednesday 2nd October PLEASE JOIN US!
12

Last year we raised over £3500 for various different
charities, some local and some international, some Christian, all very
worthwhile. The coffee mornings are run by different groups of church
members and their friends. Everyone is welcome, and some local people
value the regular social opportunity.
Interested? Join us on the second Saturday of each month in the Church
Hall between 10 and 12 noon.

A Very Successful Morning!
What a joy to be able to announce in church this
morning as we celebrated Education Sunday with
Richard Taylor School that yesterday’s Coffee
Morning in aid of Bunda Girls’ Secondary School
raised an astounding £842.66!! Many thanks to the
multitudinous helpers, those who baked cakes,
bought raffle tickets, tombola tickets, those who
came and drank tea and coffee and shared
fellowship. This pretty much covers 18 months of
high school education, board, food, uniform, a bit of
pocket money and travel home during holidays for
Ester. Thank you one and all!!
Jane Reichert
15th September
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A Great Church Family Outing!
We gathered on a bracing day
on the North-East coast at
high tide, braving the brisk
weather and occasional
showers. At times it was
reminiscent of a
David Attenborough
documentary, as
we huddled high on
the beach like
penguins, sheltering
behind a windbreak and
comforted by
tartan blankets.

Can you spot the batsman?
The cold winds blew & the rain came. Some folk took refuge in a cafe,
before deciding to leave the cold coast behind and head home. Others
stayed on for more fun and frolics on the beach before heading home for
tea.
it was a wonderful day, as all ages together got to experience that
quintessential English seaside rite of being absolutely frozen.

Beach cricket continued
nevertheless, including an
exceptional spell from
Pete Fenton in

Songs of Praise 26thOctober 3-5pm.

'Cuthbert' (his mobility scooter) and great bowling by
David too. We all felt very British braving the weather
determined to have fun regardless. Other activities
included flying a kite; fossil hunting; building sand
castles; as well as a visit to the penny arcade much to
the children’s delight! The dogs enjoyed a good run
along the sand and Albert found an enormous crab
claw.
Some people indulged in the classic fish & chips, while others enjoyed their
sandwiches and flasks of steaming tea. Blankets & bobble hats were the
order of the day, together with countless layers underneath winter
coats...with the exception of local lad Andy who made do with just a tshirt! We walked along the pier and enjoyed ice creams whilst watching the
crashing waves and feeling the spray on our cheeks.
10

If you didn’t manage to get
to our last Songs of Praise,
there is another one
happening on Saturday
26th October between 3
and 5pm in St John’s church hall.
Pam Mills will lead us in our praises and,
as usual David will be accompanying us on
the piano, whilst Enid and her team will
prepare and serve teas and refreshments. Not sure Songs of Praise is for
you? Well why not come and see for yourself? A warm welcome awaits, and
we won’t mind if you do not stay until 5 pm but leave after the tea break
around 4 pm.
Phone me on 522828 for further information or to request a lift to the hall.
Hymn/song requests to David or myself by Sunday 20th October please.
Linda Williams
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