
CHOOSING A 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR FOR 
RETIREMENT
When it comes to planning your retirement, you may not want to go it alone. 
In fact, many prefer to work with an advisor. With the plethora of financial 
advisors out there, it may be hard to choose which one to work with. Run 
each advisor you’re considering through this flowchart and see who wins!

CHECK THEIR CREDENTIALS
If you have an issue with your heart, you don’t go to the general practitioner; you go to the 

specialist. Same thing here. When you’re planning your retirement, you don’t go to the 
advisor who does it all; you go to on who has retirement planning experience. Check their 
designations and make sure they are qualified to help you plan your best retirement. For a 

retirement planner, look for something like CRCP, CFP, CLU, or ChFC.

Don’t waste 
your time!

Too risky. NO YES

NO YES

Great! This means the 
advisor will only do what is best for you.

CODE OF ETHICS

INVESTMENT APPROACH
NO

YES
Retirement is not the time to  try your hand at gambling away your money with risky 

investments. Choose an advisor who plans on keeping your money as safe as 
possible, while still making a return.

SEE A SAMPLE

NO YESRed flag! This advisor is organized 
and takes your finances seriously, laying 
out a physical copy of your whole plan to 
best help you understand it. 

CLIENT EXPERIENCE

NO YES
Supplemental 
services are a good indicator that 
this advisor is dedicated to providing 
value for the clients and cares about 
their wellbeing. 

Maybe 
there’s someone better 

out there?

PERSONALITY
Last but not least, the advisor’s personality. 

Go with your gut on this one.

NONext! YES

Does your advisor focus on retirement?

Is the advisor a Fiduciary?

Risk it to get the biscuit.

Better safe than sorry.

Do they readily have a sample financial plan available for you to view?

Do they offer their clients anything in addition to the financial plan, such as 
informational workshops and newsletters, online resources, etc.?

Do you feel comfortable with this advisor?


