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QUESTIONS? Contact Editor Jay Handelman at 941-361-4931 or jay.handelman@heraldtribune.com

ARTS INSIDE

Advice, E3
Puzzles, E5
Horoscope, E5

By Dahlia Ghabour  
dahlia.ghabour@heraldtribune.com

Six people huddled around 
a table in a Books-A-Million 
cafe on a Thursday night in 
early August. Coffee machines 
hummed in the background as 
Elisabeth Stevens read aloud 
from her newest piece. When 
she finished, everyone looked 
up, and one by one began to 
speak.

“There’s a nice desperation 
in here, Elisabeth, I like it,” 
said Bill Carrigan, the meet-
ing’s leader. “But there’s a 
problem on page nine ...”

Each member of the Thurs-
day critique group is part of 
the Sarasota Fiction Writ-
ers, a local club for hopeful 
writers that helps them hone 
their craft and learn from 
each other. They meet on the 
first Tuesday of every month 
for a speaker event and Q&A 
at Selby Public Library, with 

the regular critique meeting 
on the third Wednesday of 
every month at the Gulf Gate 
Books-A-Million.

But there are always more 
critique meetings happening. 
Critiques, after all, are the 
essence of the group, meant 

to encourage members to 
actively write and get better.

“We’re very much part of 
the artistic community, and 
there’s a lot of talent here,” 
said president Jerry Keane. 
“It’s not just Stephen King 
and Michael Connelly. There 
are a lot of people writing and 
writing very well who are right 

The Sarasota 
Fiction Writers
The speaker meetings are on the 
fi rst Tuesday of each month at 
6 p.m. at Selby Public Library, 
with a monthly critique group 
on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. at Books-A-
Million. For more information 
or to become a member, check 
thequillguild1.wix.com/sfwriters 
or email sarasotafi ctionwriters
@gmail.com.

Sarasota Fiction Writers thrive on peer critiques
WRITING GROUP

Members of the Sarasota Fiction Writers gather at the Gulf Gate Books-A-
Million for a critique meeting. STAFF PHOTO / DAHLIA GHABOUR 

SEE WRITERS,  E3

SARTQ

Crowds mingle and talk to the SARTQ artists who created the art in the “Small Works” exhibit at the new blank slate gallery.  

By Dahlia Ghabour 
dahlia.ghabour@heraldtribune.com

The opening exhibit in blank slate 
gallery’s new space features 12 
artists who were given an unusual 
challenge. Think small. Most artists, 
nudged out of their four-foot-can-
vas comfort zones, created new work 
for the space. And many of them 
leaned on each other as they created 
their ideas.

They are part of SARTQ, a con-
temporary artist collective that 
aims to maintain a network of 
accomplished Sarasota and Mana-
tee artists, manage events and 
encourage collaborations with the 
community.

SARTQ co-founder and member 
Tim Jaeger said the group itself is 
extremely diverse.

“I wouldn’t say there’s really a 
set style to any of this,” Jaeger said. 
“These artists are not native, they all 
came from different backgrounds, 
they have different likes, ages and 
genders. The art pulls from every-
thing from personal experience to 
observation and reference. It’s one 
of the things that’s really great about 
this group.”

SARTQ’s several dozen mem-
bers all live and work locally and 
many of them are active members 

of Sarasota’s art community. Of the 
12 presenting at blank slate, half are 
teaching or studying art at Ringling 
College of Art and Design.

Multiple artists said being part 
of the collective keeps the creative 
juices flowing and often inspires 
collaborations that might not have 
happened otherwise.

Jill Taffet, who makes computer 
graphic “motion paintings,” said she 
has ideas to work on with sculptor 
Joni Younkins-Herzog. Their pieces 
are displayed next to each other at 
blank slate.

“I would say that this town has a 

‘Small Works’
Features 25 pieces from 12 artists and is on display through Aug. 20 at blank slate 
gallery, 538 S. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236. More information: 941-312-5700, 
blankslategallery.com; More information on SARTQ: sartq.org

SARTQ artist Jill Taffet describes her computerized “motion painting” work to an attendee 
at the blank slate gallery opening. STAFF PHOTOS / DAHLIA GHABOUR

Small works, big ideas
At blank slate gallery,
talk of collaboration
instead of competition

SEE SARTQ,  E2INSIDE

By Jay Handelman
 jay.handelman@heraldtribune.com

The Sarasota Opera has 
commissioned composer 
and librettist Rachel J. 
Peters to create the sixth 
world premiere for the 
Sarasota Youth Opera.

Peters’ opera “Roo-
tabaga Country” is based 
on selections from Carl 
Sandburg’s 1922 book 
“Rootabaga Stories,” a col-
lection of short tales that 
were designed to match 
American childhood. The 
new work focuses on three 
characters, Gimme the 
Ax and his two children, 
Please Gimme and Ax Me 
No Questions. They have 
sold their belongings as 
they prepare to travel to 
Rootabaga Country, a 
land in the sky that was a 
favorite place of Alelia, the 
children’s mother, who 
disappeared when they 
were small.

“Rootabaga Country” 
was chosen from 13 pro-
posals entered after a call 
for submissions was issued 
in March 2015. Compos-
ers were asked to submit at 
least 30 percent of a new 
work that has yet to receive 
a world premiere perfor-
mance. The works were to 
feature an English libretto, 
run about 60 minutes and 
include 10-15 solo youth 
roles with minimal spoken 
dialogue, and a chamber 

‘ROOTABAGA 
COUNTRY’

Rachel J. Peters has been 
commissioned to create 
“Rootabaga Country,” based on 
stories by Carl Sandburg, for a 
world premiere by the Sarasota 
Youth Opera in November 2017. 
SARASOTA OPERA

Youth 
Opera 
to debut
new work
World premiere
is the sixth it has
commissioned

New ‘monkey trial’ 
statue in the works
The town Dayton, Tennessee, 
where attorneys William 
Jennings Bryan and Clarence 
Darrow battled in the 
courtroom over teaching 
evolution in what became 
known as the Scopes 
“monkey trial,” is considering 
a statue to honor Darrow the 
way it has recognized Bryan 
for years. E6

‘Harry Potter’ fans 
say accio, script!
J.K. Rowling hasn’t written a 
new Harry Potter book, but 
the script for the new London 
stage play “Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child” sold more 
than 2 million copies in just 
its fi rst two days. E4

SEE OPERA,  E6

VISUAL ART

Correspondent Marty Fugate talks with 
artist James Griffi n about the work in his 
new exhibit at Dabbert Gallery. E2
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Dear Annie: My father is 
a widower in his late 80s 
and recently experienced 
a fire in his home that 
caused extensive damage. 
My brothers, my sisters 
and I discovered that he 
had canceled his home 
insurance some time 
before the fire because it 
was “too expensive.” It 
was necessary to move 
my father out of the 
house temporarily to 
make necessary repairs. 
Then we discovered there 
were other much-needed 
upgrades because my 
father had not been taking 
care of his home.

I have been helping 
with his finances and 
a necessary loan and 
discovered that he has 
been financially help-
ing a woman in her 50s 

who used to live next 
door to him. She lives 
in another state but has 
been coming out during 
the winter months to 
stay with him. When 
she stays with my dad, 
she usually locks herself 
away when family mem-
bers visit.

I now know that in 
addition to paying for her 
flight here and all other 
expenses, he sends her 
home with signed checks 
she uses for cash, flowers 

and a storage unit. My 
dad also frequently mails 
her gifts. Over the past 
year, the amount has 
been in the thousands.

This woman is disabled 
but lives on her own near 
her parents. I’ve talked 
to my dad about the situ-
ation, and he admitted 
that he’s been helping 
her for many years. She 
calls him daily and tells 
him that she couldn’t live 
without his help. He’s 
making plans to move her 
back to the house when 
the repairs are finished.

My brother has called 
her on two occasions and 
politely explained that 
though my dad cares 
for her, he is finan-
cially unable to send 
her money. Both times, 
she listened but then 

immediately called my 
dad to tell him that my 
brother was bullying her 
and that she couldn’t 
see my dad anymore. 
Each time, she then got 
another check.

My dad’s income is suf-
ficient to make mortgage 
payments and keep up 
his house; however, he 
cannot afford to continue 
supporting her. I think 
she is an emotional bully 
and taking advantage of 
my elderly dad, who is a 
nice guy and feels obli-
gated to take care of her 
because of her disabili-
ties. Any suggestions? 
— Defensive of Dad

Dear Defensive: Love 
is blinding. This woman 
sounds manipulative, all 
right. But your dad can’t 
(or won’t) see it that way. 

He clearly has strong 
feelings for her, whether 
driven by romantic love 
or an attachment to 
being the rescuer. It’s 
nice to be needed.

As long as your father 
is of sound mind, he is 
entitled to make his own 
decisions, so your best 
option is to talk to him 
about making better 
ones. Furthermore, pay 
his bills to the relevant 
companies directly 
rather than give him 
cash, which might end 
up in the hands of his 
damsel in distress.

Finally, be sure to 
spend lots of time with 
Dad. He’ll be less vulner-
able if he feels as if his 
kids still need him, too.

Dear Annie: I know 
a mother who hosts 

rather elaborate birth-
day parties for her young 
children (who are 2 and 
6) and takes all the gifts, 
unopened, home for a 
private opening with 
select invitees. This seems 
rather rude. Am I wrong to 
feel that gifts at children’s 
parties should be opened 
at the party for all to see? 
— Feeling Slighted

Dear Slighted: The 
mother is most likely 
trying not to embarrass 
less fortunate children 
and parents, whose gifts 
might seem humble com-
pared with others’. As 
long as you get a “thank 
you,” rest assured that 
your gift is appreciated.

— Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dearan-
nie@creators.com. 

DEAR ANNIE 

Former neighbor taking advantage of Dad

ANNIE LANE
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BLACK FORCES MATE
Hint: Sacrifice and mate.
Solution: 1. ... Rxh3ch! 2. gxh3
Qh2 (or ... Rh2) mate!

MONSTER SUDOKU SOLUTION

NYT CROSSWORD SOLUTION LAT CROSSWORD SOLUTION

KIDS SUDOKU 
SOLUTION

CHESS QUIZ

in our midst.”
Keane also mentioned 

that the members’ diverse 
backgrounds help when 
creating authentic sto-
ries. Keane himself is a 
retired lawyer. Others 
in the group worked on 
nuclear submarines, 
directed and acted in 
plays, taught high school, 
and worked in insurance. 
Each can offer their own 
experience to the mix.

“If anyone does a 
courtroom scene, Jerry 
can tell you what you’re 
doing wrong,” said Bob 
Spitzer, the club’s trea-
surer. “Everyone in the 
club learned courtrooms 
by watching ‘Perry 
Mason.’ That’s not how 
it happens!”

Spitzer said that one 
of the critical rules of 
the club is that members 
critique and criticize the 
writing, not the writer. 
The club stands apart, he 
said, because it focuses 
on fiction writing, unlike 
other writing groups 
that are more loosely 
interpreted to include 
nonfiction, poetry and 
other techniques.

Another Fiction Writ-
ers regular, Pat Gray, 
said the most important 
thing writers need to do 
is believe in themselves.

“If you don’t have 
confidence in yourself 
then you’re not willing 
to take risks,” Gray said. 
“Every writer needs to 
be willing to take risks, 
and to accept criticism 
for what it is. And if you 
want to be a writer, you 
have to write every single 

day you can.”
The Fiction Writers’ 

newly launched website 
proudly lists each of the 
handful of members who 
have published their 
work and announces 
meetings. Membership is 
$25 a year and anyone is 
welcome to join.

“I’ve read a number of 
books over the last few 
years that are not as good 
as the work I sometimes 
hear at critique ses-
sions,” Keane said. “I 
think the goal is to get 
published, but you often 
hear people say it’s about 
the experience of writ-
ing. We have a good time 
with it.”

WRITERS
Continued from E1

Sarasota Fiction Writers President Jerry Keane listens to critiques of Elisabeth Stevens’ short story “Stalker” during a recent meeting 
of the group at the Gulf Gate Books-A-Million..  STAFF PHOTOS/ DAHLIA GHABOUR. 

Sarasota Fiction Writers member Bob Spitzer offers his feedback 
on Stevens’ story.  

Stevens listens as a fellow 
writer offers his critique of 
“Stalker” in the book store’s 
coffee shop.

Writers print out their works for others to read during the critique 
sessions.

“I’ve read a number 
of books over the last 
few years that are not 
as good as the work 
I sometimes hear at 
critique sessions. ”
–Jerry Keane 


