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MALDIVES
- DEEP SOUTH -

On this expedition we will explore the pristine and 
less visited south of the Maldives, home to the big pelagics! Diving the 
southern atolls of Huvadhoo, Fuvahmulah and Addu you will experience 
some of the most stunning and untouched reefs the country has to offer. 
Our trip will also allow us to gather critical data on the poorly studied 
manta ray population found in these southern atolls.

At this time of the year oceanic mantas aggregate in a remote southern 
atoll, allowing some of the most breath-taking underwater encounters 
with the largest rays of the planet! During our journey we will have 
various chances to dive not just with manta rays.The far south of the 
Maldives is shark territory and here we will have the opportunity to dive 
in some of the most shark-populated channels where schools of dozens 
of grey reef sharks are typical! Tiger sharks, whale sharks by night, 
the occasional thresher and hammerhead shark, schooling eagle rays and 
resting turtles are just some of the many other attractions we are likely to 
encounter on this unique expedition.

Starting from Huvadhoo Atoll, reing of night feeding whale sharks and stunning shark filled 
channels, we will navigate across the equator all the way to the southernmost Maldivian Atoll 
in the hope to encounter both species of mantas...the giant oceanic and the smaller reef manta!

On this expedition, you’ll have the 
opportunity to experience and participate in 

cuttingedge conservation research to protect one of the ocean’s most majestic animals. 
Manta Trust scientists will be collecting photographic identification images of all mantas 
encountered throughout the expedition - a task that guests are welcome and encouraged to 
participate in. All new manta rays will be added to the database and guests will be invited to 
name these new mantas.
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 CITIZEN SCIENCE - GET INVOLVED!

11-18 March 2019 (7 nights)

 1,990 USD*per person
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MALDIVES
A UK registered charity, the Trust`s mission is to advance 
the worldwide conservation of manta rays and their habitat 

through robust science and research, by raising awareness and providing education, 
influence and action. The Manta Trust was formed in 2011 to co-ordinate global research 
and conservation efforts for these amazing animals, their close relatives and their habitat.

Data Collection: The Manta Trust has a number of research projects worldwide, 
incorporating population data, research on manta movements, and genetic analyses - to 
name a few - in order to better understand the general ecology of manta and mobula rays.

Back in 2004, 
the Maldives did 

not offer many boats that boasted the same comfort and standard for non-divers as the 
country’s various island resorts. With the launch of the Conte Max that year, the concept 
of a cruise that combines the rejuvenating experience of diving in the Maldives, with the 
wellbeing of an on-board ayurvedic spa, was born.

Since its launch, the Conte Max has become one of the best-known and best-loved boats 
amongst those that regularly visit the Maldives. At 33m (108 ft) in length, she offers eight 
elegant and comfortable cabins, each with their own spacious en-suite bathroom and air-
conditioning. Scuba diving excursions are delivered by a traditional Maldivian dhoni that 
accompanies the main vessel. If taking a break from the underwater world, the Conte Max 
offers three sundecks, a bar, two restaurants, onboard WiFi, and TV + CD/DVD player 
facilities, with a wide-collection of music and movies on offer to help you relax. And of 
course, there is the Massage Centre, with an onboard Indian masseur offering Ayurvedic 
treatments to help you unwind.

To reserve your place on this Maldives Manta Expedition, please send an 
email to Conny Bretz via info@mantaexpeditions.com.

Payment and booking for this Manta Expedition 
will be handled by our trip partners, Luxury 
Yacht Maldives. Trip costs for this 14-nights 
expedition in full board accommodation and 
three dives / snorkelling excursions per day.

* Cost does not include domestic flights Male-Huvadhoo (USD 220) and Addu-Male (USD 240), 
Green Tax (USD 6 per person per day) and Crew Tip (min USD 8 per day) to be paid onboard.

TRIP LEADER

Dr. GUY STEVENS

In 2005 Guy Stevens 
founded the Maldivian 
Manta Ray Project 
(MMRP), with the aim 
of helping to conserve 
the Maldivian manta 
ray population through 
active research and 
reducation. In 2011, Guy 
went on the found The Manta Trust, along with 
a collaboration of scientists, conservationists, 
photographers, filmmakers and communicators. 
His work with manta rays now takes him to 
other corners of the world, but for him the 
Maldives will always be the best place to see 
and study these amazing animals.

Guy’s research on the Maldivian mantas, 
especially in the famous Hanifaru Bay, has 
been showcased in dozens of popular 
articles - including a feature in National 
Geographic Magazine - and several television 
documentaries aired around the world (BBC, 
ITV, National Geographic, Animal Planet, ABC). 
Guy’s research in Hanifaru contributed to the 
declaration of Baa Atoll as a UNESCO World 
Biosphere Reserve in 2011. In March 2013, 
Guy and the rest of the Manta Trust team were 
key players in securing a spot for both species 
of manta on Appendix II of CITES, followed by 
securing further protection for reef mantas 
and mobula rays under the Convention 
on Migratory Species - both key pieces of 
international legislation that have greatly 
improved the level of global protection for 
these vulnerable animals. In 2014 the MMRP 
was instrumental in adding manta rays to the 
Maldivian National List of Protected Species. 
As recently as October 2016, the Manta Trust 
were key players in the successful efforts to 
place all species of mobula ray under Appendix 
II of CITES, joining their larger manta cousins. 

Guy has recently completed his PhD focusing 
on manta rays at the University of York in 
the UK. Throughout the expedition, Guy 
will be providing lectures and informal talks 
on manta ray and whale shark research and 
conservation. In addition, he will conduct 
general presentations on marine biology, with 
a focus on the diverse and productive marine 
ecosystems of the Maldives. ray research and 
conservation.
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  BOOKING

THE MANTA TRUST

  THE BOAT | M/Y CONTE MAX | LUXURY & WELLBEING
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