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CHICKEN WIRE GHOSTS

THE HISTORY OF TRICK OR TREATING
Trick-or-treating—going from house to house in search of candy
and other goodies—has been a popular Halloween tradition in
the United States and other countries for an estimated 100 years.
But the origins of this community-based ritual, which costumed
children typically savor while their cavity-conscious parents
grudgingly tag along, remain hazy. Possible forerunners to
modern-day trick-or-treating have been identified in ancient
Celtic festivals, early Roman Catholic holidays, medieval
practices and even British politics.
ANCIENT ORIGINS OF TRICK-OR-TREATING
Halloween has its roots in the ancient, pre-Christian Celtic
festival of Samhain, which was celebrated on the night of
October 31. The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago in the area that is now Ireland, the United Kingdom and northern
France, believed that the dead returned to earth on Samhain. People would gather to light bonfires, offer
sacrifices and pay homage to the deceased.
EARLY CHRISTIAN AND MEDIEVAL ROOTS OF TRICK-OR-TREATING

Barely-there chicken wire gives just
the right ethereal look to a ghostly
apparition. There's a lot of trial and
error in the process of pinching and
cinching the wire hexes to form a
life-like shape, but luckily this
malleable medium can be easily
reshaped as you go. For this project,
you'll work from the top down,
starting with the head.
To form the head: Center the wire
piece over your wig form, bowl, or
vase. Using your hands, press and
pinch the wire into a convex shape
for the top of the head. As you work
your way down, cinch the hexes
more tightly and permanently
together where needed, using
needle-nose pliers to crimp the wire.
Keep going until you've got a
bell-shaped form that extends to just
below the nose.
For the materials list and complete
instructions, please visit:
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/more/how-to-build-wireghost

By the ninth century, Christianity had spread into Celtic lands, where it gradually blended with and supplanted
older pagan rites. In 1000 A.D. the church designated November 2 as All Souls’ Day, a time for honoring the dead.
Celebrations in England resembled Celtic commemorations of Samhain, complete with bonfires and masquerades. Poor people would visit the houses of wealthier families and receive pastries called soul cakes in exchange
for a promise to pray for the souls of the homeowners’ dead relatives. Known as souling, the practice was later
taken up by children, who would go from door to door asking for gifts such as food, money and ale.
In Scotland and Ireland, young people took part in a tradition called guising, dressing up in costume and
accepting offerings from various households. Rather than pledging to pray for the dead, they would sing a song,
recite a poem, tell a joke or perform another sort of “trick” before collecting their treat, which typically consisted
of fruit, nuts or coins.
TRICK-OR-TREATING IN THE UNITED STATES
Some American colonists celebrated Guy Fawkes Day, and in the mid-19th century large numbers of new
immigrants, especially those fleeing Ireland’s potato famine in the 1840s, helped popularize Halloween. In the
early 20th century, Irish and Scottish communities revived the Old World traditions of souling and guising in the
United States. By the 1920s, however, pranks had become the Halloween activity of choice for rowdy young
people, sometimes amounting to more than $100,000 in damages each year in major metropolitan areas.
The Great Depression exacerbated the problem, with Halloween mischief often devolving into vandalism,
physical assaults and sporadic acts of violence. One theory holds that it was the excessive pranks on Halloween
that led to the widespread adoption of an organized, community-based trick-or-treating tradition in the 1930s.
This trend was abruptly curtailed, however, with the outbreak of World War II, when children had to refrain from
trick-or-treating because of sugar rationing.
For more, visit: http://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-trick-or-treating
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“Strength does not come from physical capacity.
It comes from indomitable will.”
-Mahatma Gandhi
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