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Emerging Opportunities for Renewable Energy Development in the Commonwealth

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe speaks at the dedication ceremony for Dominion Energy’s 20MW solar facility in
Remington, Virginia. Photo: Dominion Energy.
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Mission
VA-REA leverages the diverse interests and market knowledge of our members to find solutions
that:
ü Identify and close the gaps to renewable energy development through collaboration on
target initiatives;
ü Research and support best industry practices;
ü Serve as an authority and resource through public education;
ü Foster coordination and partnerships through networking opportunities; and
ü Generate policy analysis.

2017 Virginia Renewable Energy Recap:
VA-REA Members Lead Virginia Development Initiatives
The Virginia Renewable Energy Alliance (VA-REA) continued to grow in 2017, as the
organization built on its leadership in advancing Virginia’s renewable energy economy through
industry partnerships, networking, and public educational events.
This has been an electrifying year for Virginia’s renewable energy economy. From new
legislation expanding renewable energy development, to the installation of more than 328MW
of new solar capacity, to that fact that the solar industry now employs more people than coal in
the Commonwealth, Virginia is in the midst of a solar gold rush. VA-REA members continued to
lead Virginia’s renewable energy economic activity, developing more than 318 MW of new solar
capacity across the Commonwealth in 2017. The future of Virginia’s solar market continues to
show signs of growth, with a total of 6.5 GW of solar in the PJM que for Virginia.
Our Board of Directors continues to evolve, with a total of twelve voting members. Board
members include Preston Bryant of McGuireWoods Consulting, Sarah Cosby of Dominion, Eric
Heintz of M&T Bank, Kellen Ingalls of EDP Renewables, Ron Jefferson of Appalachian Power
Company, Jonathan Miles of James Madison University, Cliona Robb of Christian & Barton, Tony
Smith of Secure Futures LLC, Tyson Utt of Apex Clean Energy, Andrew Vehorn of Old Dominion
Electric Cooperative, and Kyle West of Coronal Development. In 2017, the Board of Directors
also welcomed Andrew Grigsby of Secure Futures LLC, as additional staff for the Alliance.
We hope you continue to grow Virginia’s renewable energy market with us in 2018 and beyond.
If you are not currently a member of the Alliance, consider joining us to leverage your exposure
to Virginia’s renewable energy economy!

Tyson Utt
Chairman of the Board
Virginia Renewable Energy Alliance
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Organizational Growth
VA-REA grew significantly in numerous capacities in 2017:
ü Overall membership increased by 22%, from 28 to 36
ü Operating budget increased by 100%
ü Development and execution of three Leadership in Energy Advancement and Development
(LEAD) series conferences, with more planned for 2018
ü Dedication of the inaugural Virginia Renewable Energy Leadership Award
ü Partnership with other statewide organizations to promote renewable energy throughout
Virginia through conferences and events

2017 MegaWatt Sponsor
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2017 LEAD Conferences
VA-REA’s 2017 public education strategy set out to discern the barriers and opportunities faced
by Virginia’s renewable energy economy throughout three Leadership in Energy Advancement
and Development (LEAD) conferences.
Cumulatively impacting more than 175 attendees, each LEAD event served as a platform to
advance VA-REA’s mission to research and support best industry practices, serve as an authority
and resource through public education, and foster coordination and partnerships through
networking opportunities.
LEAD #1 – Addressing Virginia’s Energy Gap with Renewables
On February 28th, 2017, VA-REA hosted its first
LEAD series forum of 2017 in partnership
with Roanoke College, in Salem Virginia.
Focusing on how to fill Virginia’s projected
electric utility capacity gap1 with renewable
energy, the half-day event featured two
interactive panel presentations with renewable
energy industry experts from around the
Commonwealth, keynote remarks from Virginia
State Senator John Edwards and networking
opportunities with renewable energy stakeholders.

Each LEAD event serves as a platform to advance VAREA’s mission.

LEAD #2 – Assessing New Business Models for Renewable Energy
On April 5th, 2017, VA-REA hosted its second LEAD
series forum of 2017 in partnership with the
University of Richmond, in Richmond Virginia.

Panelists Chris McDonald, Patrick Gleason and
Jessica Greene discuss new business models for
renewable energy innovation.

1

The half-day event considered the pros and cons of
innovative financing mechanisms for renewable
energy development in Virginia, and featured a tour
of the 205kW solar array at the University of
Richmond.

*Based on published 2016 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) reports from Dominion and Appalachian Power Company, respectively.
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LEAD #3 – Advancing Renewable Energy in Higher Education
On September 12th 2017, VA-REA hosted its
third LEAD series forum of 2017 in partnership
with Christopher Newport University, in
Newport News, Virginia.
The one-day event considered the barriers
and opportunities for renewable energy
development at colleges and universities in
Participants from eight colleges across Virginia attended the
Virginia. Featuring education, business, and
third LEAD event of 2017, aimed at advancing renewable
government leaders from across the
energy in higher education.
Commonwealth, the event drew students,
faculty, and staff from eight colleges and universities to learn and network with leaders in the
field. Keynote speaker Michael Dowd, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality Director of
Air Quality and Renewable Energy Divisions, discussed the barriers and opportunities for
renewable energy development in Virginia through the lens of carbon regulation.
VA-REA is in the midst of planning our 2018 LEAD series topics. Stay tuned for 2018 LEAD series
programming updates and how you can get involved with us!

Thanks to our 2017 conference sponsors!
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Virginia Renewable Energy Leadership Award
VA-REA announced its inaugural Virginia
Renewable Energy Leadership Award ceremony,
in conjunction with the LEAD event, "Renewable
Energy in Higher Education," in Newport News
at the Christopher Newport University on
September 12, 2017.
The inaugural Virginia Renewable Energy
Leadership Award recognized Jim Pierobon,
whose vision led to funding of the Southeast
Energy News (SEEN), where he is a principle
reporter. SEEN provides original investigative journalism and a daily news digest keeping Virginia
stakeholders, industry, policymakers, and citizens informed of the important changes taking
place in the region in advancing renewable energy.
Jim began his career as an energy reporter for the Houston Chronicle and went on to co-manage
the Global Energy Public Affairs Practice at Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide, revamp
communications at the American Council on Renewable Energy (ACORE), and launch and grow
Standard Solar in Maryland as its first Chief Marketing Officer. His work has been published in a
variety of industry journals and other mainstream media including The New York Times and
Huffington Post. He also blogs at TheEnergyFix.com. Jim resides in Leesburg, Virginia with his
wife Andy and is a loyal "Mizzou" alum from the Missouri School of Journalism.
Jim's integrity and curiosity combine with his deep knowledge of energy issues to provide some
of the clearest articulation of the important changes taking place as the Southeast shifts from
fossil fuels to a clean energy system.

2017 MegaWatt Sponsor
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Solar Energy Development
The Virginia solar industry grew at an unprecedented rate in 2017, across all market sectors.
Increased demand for renewable energy from corporate and individual consumers combined
with consistent drops in equipment costs drove a 187% increase in installed solar capacity in
Virginia from 2016.

Virginia's solar industry continues to grow, primarily driven by utility scale porjects.

Supporting 3,200 jobs, Virginia’s 506MW of installed solar is now an important source of new
high-paying jobs. Virginia’s solar industry continues to create numerous opportunities for a
skilled labor force to transition the Commonwealth to a clean energy economy. What’s more, a
new study by the Solar Foundation found that Virginia’s solar industry could employ more than
50,000 Virginians by 2023.
VA-REA members continue to lead the
promising renewable energy market in Virginia.
Out of more than 500 MW (AC) of solar energy
currently installed in Virginia, 318 of those
Megawatts were developed in 2017 by VA-REA
members alone2. Ninety-seven percent of the
growth by VA-REA members came from utility
scale development, outpacing the national
trend of 53%. VA-REA members also
contributed more than 7 MW of residential and
commercial scale solar development in 2017.
2

VA-REA members added 280MW of new solar development in
Virginia in 2017 – 60% more than 2016.

Based on partial survey results from VA-REA and DMME statistics as of 10-30-17
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VA-REA members expect a slower pace of growth in 2018, with 173 MW of new solar capacity
projected. Overall, 376 MW of new solar development is projected in Virginia in 2018.
The Virginia Solar Energy Development Authority maintains a full list of known solar
installations in Virginia that can be found here.

Wind Energy Development
Wind energy development in Virginia continues to
face stiff challenges. Although several private
development firms have plans to develop largescale projects across the state, there are currently
no operational wind farms in Virginia.
Despite slow development of wind energy relative
to neighboring states, Virginia’s investor owned
utilities and utility co-operatives showed increased
interest in wind development in 2017.
In July, Dominion Energy announced plans to build
Dominion Energy plans to build 12 MW of offshore wind in
a 12MW offshore wind farm 27 miles off the coast of Virginia by 2021. Credit: Teun van den Dries/Shutterstock
Virginia Beach in a strategic partnership with Orsted
Energy of Denmark. Dubbed the Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind Initiative, Dominion’s wind
farm is the first phase of a plan that could bring more than 2,000 megawatts of wind generated
electricity to its Virginia and North Carolina customers.
In their most recent Integrated Resource Plan, Virginia’s other investor owned utility,
Appalachian Power Company, suggests an interest in wind as a low-cost renewable resource.
The company plans to build 1,350 MW of wind energy by 2031.
Taking a different approach to bringing wind energy to Virginia, Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative buys the output of three wind farms in Maryland and Pennsylvania generating
more than 430MW of renewable energy, and sells the renewable energy credits (RECs)
generated by these projects to participating customers.
To support further development of offshore wind energy in the Commonwealth, the Virginia
Offshore Wind Development Authority was created as a result of 2010 legislation from the
Virginia General Assembly. Housed at VA-REA member James Madison University, the
Authority’s mission is to facilitate, coordinate, and support development of the offshore wind
energy industry, offshore wind energy projects, and supply chain vendors.
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Policy Development
Numerous new state and international laws significantly affecting renewable energy
development in Virginia have been enacted or are pending. Below, we provide insight into the
implications of four such laws.

International Trade Commission Solar Trade Case
In Brief:
• The two petitioners in the case, Suniva and SolarWorld, argue that tariffs on
international solar panels are needed to revive the domestic manufacturing industry,
which has been flattened by cheap imports from Asia.
• The proposed tariff seeks a rate of up to 35% on imported solar panels, that would be
incrementally reduced over a four-year span.
• On September 22, 2017, the U.S. ITC voted unanimously (4-0) to find significant injury in
Suniva/SolarWorld’s section 201 petition.
• The ITC’s findings and recommendations will be sent to President Trump, who has the
authority to accept, modify, or reject the proposed tariffs.

Community Solar program for Dominion Energy and Appalachian Power Company
In Brief:
• Senate Bill 1393 (2017), patroned by Senators Frank Wagner and Jennifer Wexton,
enables each incumbent electric utility to buy power from eligible third-party power
providers and offer the renewable energy to customers at a blended rate.
• The program is capped at 10MW in Appalachian Power Company’s service territory.
• The program is capped at 40MW in Dominion Energy’s service territory.
• Rates have not yet been set for either utilities’ community solar program. Dominion
Energy plans to file an application with the State Corporation Commission in early 2018.
• Learn more about the Dominion Energy community solar program.

Small Agricultural Generators
In brief:
• House Bill 2303 (2017), patroned by Delegate Randall Minchew, enables farmers in
Virginia electric co-operatives to devote up to a quarter of their acreage to solar energy
production and to produce up to 1.5 MW or 150% of their own electricity demand.
• Farmers must sell all solar-generated electricity back to the utility at its avoided cost of
electricity and capacity and buy all of their electricity from the utility at the retail rate.
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•
•

The bill replaces and eliminates agricultural net metering in territory served by electric
co-operatives beginning in 2019 but allows for existing agricultural net metering
customers to be grandfathered.
The bill does not change agricultural net metering in Dominion Energy or Appalachian
Power Company service territory.

Permit By Rule
In Brief:
• Senate Bill 1395 (2017), patroned by Senators Frank Wagner and Montgomery Mason,
increases the allowed capacity of small renewable energy generators that are eligible for
expedited permitting from the State Corporation Commission from 100MW to 150MW.
• Eligible projects are exempt from a certificate of public convenience and necessity for
the construction or operation of the project.
Our member GreeneHurlocker maintains a more inclusive list of notable clean energy bills that
passed the 2017 Virginia General Assembly that can be viewed here.

The 2017 Virginia General Assembly Passed Three Bills pertaining to the solar industry dealing with permit by
rule, community solar programs, and agricultural solar programs. The 2018 session may cover reform to
current net metering laws, smart metering programs, and IRP scheduleding.

2017 KiloWatt Sponsor
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Looking Ahead to 2018
VA-REA anticipates a robust year in 2018, building on our innovative capacity and leadership
role to foster industry partnerships and provide industry networking and public education
events. As the central piece of our strategic outreach plan, we will offer the following
Leadership in Energy Advancement and Development (LEAD) conferences in 2018:
The Path to Opportunity – Renewable Energy in Virginia
ü The Legal and Regulatory Parameters for Renewables in Virginia
o McGuireWoods Consulting, April 2018
ü The Open Market Path to Renewables in Virginia
o James Madison University, September 2018
ü 2018 Annual Networking Event and Members Meeting
o Richmond, December 2018

VA-REA board member Anthony E. Smith, leads a tour of the University of Richmond solar facility during the
second LEAD conference of 2017 titled Assessing New Business Models for Renewable Energy.

Virginia Renewable Energy Alliance
909 E. Main Street
Suite 1200
Richmond, Virginia 23219
http://www.va-rea.org
@VARenEnergy
Virginia Renewable Energy Alliance
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