
Nancy Hargroves, President of National Garden Clubs, Inc., will be our honored guest.
Her theme is “Plant America” and her president’s projects are focused on this theme.  She
has introduced “PLANT AMERICA” Community Project Grants, that provide financial
support for new or existing projects of NGC member clubs in their respective communities.
In addition, grants from Ames Tools and Espoma Corporation are available to help member
clubs with their worthwhile projects.  A new children’s book “The Saved Seed” about a seed
saved from a carved pumpkin and its journey to become a pumpkin has been developed for
use with young children.  Nancy urges all members to take advantage of  the many
opportunities offered to NGC members.
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“Little Things Mean a Lot”  A Petite Flower Show presented by The Garden Clubs
of Illinois, Inc.  It will feature floral designs under-12 inches and miniature/dwarf horticulture
exhibits plus botanical arts and education displays. The Schedule and more information will
be available later in January. This Show will be open to the public Sunday evening and Monday
during Convention time.
Avant Garde, an advanced floral design group comprised of accredited flower show
judges, will provide a hands-on workshop about the petite floral design. Participants will be
instructed how to arrange two petite designs to take home. One floral container will be provided
and students need to bring another small container. There is a fee for this optional workshop.

Jack Pizzo, MS, PLA, ASLA, ICN is President and Senior Ecologist of The Pizzo
Group.  He is a renowned ecologist and landscape architect and the proud and passionate owner
of multiple companies that create, restore, and manage green and natural spaces in communities
throughout the Midwest and the country.  Jack has authored “Green and Natural Spaces in
Your Community” - a book detailing how to invite nature to where we work, live and play. He
is well versed in sustainable landscapes of any scale from small private clients to large public
restoration projects. Jack’s passion is to not only work with clients on creating beautiful and
functional sustainable landscapes, but to also share his knowledge with the community at large.

Pete Samek, AFID, will be the featured floral designer for the Monday Luncheon
Program. Pete is the Assistant Creative Director and Quality Assurance Specialist for FTD
Inc. in Downers Grove. His program “Spring Splendor” will feature creative designs for this
season. Working in the floral business most of his life, he started in small floral shops, then
began educating other designers, and now works in  FTD corporation operations. He also has
his own business for wedding and party flowers. He was part of a design team for the Rose
Parade in 2017 and helped with the creative arrangements on the Rose Parade cars; he will
lend his creativity to the parade again in 2018.


