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Valley Council presents awards at annual meeting in Shelton
By Patricia Villers
Photos by Fred Ortoli
SHELTON - Griffin Hospital President and CEO
Patrick A. Charmel last week spoke about improving
health outcomes and quality of life when he
addressed the Valley Council for
Health and Human Services.
Charmel addressed the group’s annual meeting at the
Brownson Country Club.
He said the traditional “fee for service” model of
care is “wait for people to get sick, the sicker the
better, and do all we
can whether they
need it or not.”

L-R. Valley Council Co-chair Susan Agamy, Ellen Graham, Shaye Roscoe, Ben
Florscheim, Remy Kocurek, Jennifer DeLeon-Prutting, Ian Parsells, Jimmy Tickey and
Chair Patricia Tarasovic.

Charmel said Griffin
is better than other
medical institutions in keeping the population healthy, “but
we’re just scratching the surface.”
In a presentation to council members who represent local
nonprofits Charmel said the United States spends less on
social services delivery than it does on health care.
And that, he inferred, needs to change.

The meeting featured nonprofits’ year in review reports
from members and the presentation of awards.
The Lewis Savitsky Staff Excellence Award was
presented to Jennifer DeLeon-Prutting and Ian Parsells,
Agency of the Year Award went to St. Vincent De Paul
food pantry and the Richard O. Belden Community Service
Award was given to Joseph A. Pagliaro Jr.
The Valley Council’s mission is “To work together to
improve the health and quality of life of the Valley
community and its residents by identifying community
needs and developing culturally responsive services
delivered by our membership and partners.”

The Valley-Voice

December 12, 2017

Page 2

Banko's in Ansonia presents awards to 3 Valley music students
By Joe Shapiro
Owner, Banko’s Music Store
Special to The Valley Voice
ANSONIA - Earlier this year I
contacted all the local schools and
invited them to nominate outstanding
music students for a “student of the
marking period” award.
On Dec. 1 we had a ceremony at the
store where I awarded each of three
students a “certificate of excellence”
and a $50 Banko’s gift card.
I gave some brief remarks on the night,
saying how we at Banko’s understand
the challenges of public schools’ music
programs (especially budgetary) and
how proud we all are of our local
students who have distinguished
themselves in this manner.

L-R: Eric Marcinko, Michael Hoisington, Keeley Haughie and Joe Shapiro

I also mentioned the Banko’s Music Foundation and the upcoming concert, any proceeds (after expenses) to be used in
support of local public school music programs.
Our ceremony occurred at the store, 360 E. Main St. immediately after the Ansonia tree lighting; several of the students’
friends came by to support them as well.
The awards were sponsored by Banko’s Music Store. Future awards will likely be sponsored by the Banko’s Music
Foundation.
Below are the teacher's letters of reccommendation

Student: Keeley Haughie
Teacher: Tobi S. Weinstein
School: Shelton, Perry Hill,
Grade: 6
Instrument: Violin

I chose Keeley because she puts forth so much effort all of the time, between her
practicing, participating in the advanced group in the orchestra, and always listening to
violin music.
She also helps other students in the class with their fingerings, positioning and
enthusiasm. Overall, she is an amazing young lady and I’m very proud of the quick
progress that she has made this past year!

I would like to nominate Eric Marcinko. He is part of my modern band /rock band class.
Student: Eric Marcinko
Teacher: Mat Hough
School: Ansonia Middle School

In addition to learning how to play songs on guitar, bass, and piano, he is an outstanding
student.
He is always looking for ways to help me and other students.

Grade: 8

Student:
Michael Hoisington
Teacher:
Maria Tangredi
School:
Ansonia High School
Grade: 12
Instrument:
Trombone

It is my pleasure to nominate Ansonia High School's only band senior, Michael Hoisington.
Michael began trombone in high school after having no prior musical experience. Until this
year, he was our only trombone player!
Like the National Honor Society student that he is, he took a very intellectual approach on his
own to learning the ins and the outs of the instrument. He embodies a true growth mindset;
while the instrument did not come easy to him, and he didn't have much frame of reference
with regard to pitch or sound production, he persevered and learned to understand bass clef
and to read rhythms. He can now sight-read like a champ and his pitch has improved
tremendously, as has his breath support.
He has always been a "lead by example" type in all facets of band as a positive role model to
all students, but this year he has taken on the additional leadership role of using his spare
time to tutor our other trombone student. Recently, Michael has expressed an interest in
pursuing music education as a career and is taking steps to reach that goal.
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