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Jolly Old Elf brings holiday spirit to Ansonia tree lighting
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - A visit from the Jolly Old Elf helped residents kick off the
holiday season in style Friday at Veterans Memorial Park.
The annual Christmas tree
lighting ceremony sponsored by
the city’s Cultural Commission
drew hundreds to the park next
to City Hall. Attendees sipped
hot chocolate as they listened to
live music and waited for Santa.
Mayor David S. Cassetti joined
the crowd in welcoming Santa,
who arrived via firetruck, with
lights flashing and sirens blaring.
Before Santa’s arrival resident Mark
Lanzieri performed classic Christmas
songs. He was accompanied by David
Scrimenti, also of Ansonia, on
keyboard.
They were followed by a chorus from
Ansonia High School singing a variety
of songs, accompanied on keyboard by
music teacher Maria Tangredi.
Cassetti asked three siblings - Joseph,
Abigail, and Jackson - to join him in
pushing the magical button to light the
tree. They did a good job!
A long line of children, parents, and
grandparents formed to visit with Santa.
He spoke with the children to learn what
they wanted him to bring them for
Christmas, and graciously posed for
photos with each.
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Foundations donate defibrillators to Seymour High School
SEYMOUR - Seymour High School now has two defibrillators (AED's)
donated from two organizations who donate defibrillators to local
organizations.
The In A Heartbeat Foundation and the Michael Vincent Sage
Dragonheart Foundation both have inspirational stories. They have
provided these lifesaving AEDs across Connecticut to dramatically increase
the chance of survival for someone suffering a cardiac arrest.
Last week, Mike Papale from In A Heartbeat Foundation donated an AED to
the Seymour High School Athletics Department. Papale has a story of
survival after he suffered from a full cardiac arrest as a standout basketball
player and survived.
Lauren Rossi from the Dragonheart Foundation donated an AED also to be utilized by Seymour High School Athletics. This
foundation was established in honor of Michael Vincent Sage who passed away in 2010 at the untimely age of 29 from a
Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA). See Michael’s story here.
These Defibtech AEDs and accessories that were donated are valued at $1,400 each. Director of School Security Rich Kearns
said, “We greatly appreciate these donations that are truly a
lifesaving resource.”
These donated AEDs brings the total of nine for the Seymour
school district. Each year staff members are afforded the
opportunity to become certified in CPR and the use of the AED.
Due to advocacy by Mike and Joan Papale, Connecticut passed a
law requiring external defibrillators in schools. Effective July
2010, every school district in the state is required to have:
• An automated external defibrillator (AED)
• School personnel trained in operating AEDs and CPR.
Photos by Kyle Brennan for Seymour High School

What is an AED?

The Dragonheart AED Presentation, L-R: Principal James Freund;
Lauren Rossi, Dragonheart Foundation; Superintendent Mike Wilson;
Softball Coach Jamie Yakushewich.

An automated external defibrillator (AED) is a
lightweight, portable device that delivers an electric
shock through the chest to the heart. The shock can
stop an irregular rhythm and allow a normal rhythm to
resume in a heart in sudden cardiac arrest. Sudden
cardiac arrest is an abrupt loss of heart function. If it’s
not treated within minutes, it quickly leads to death.

AED presentation by the In A Heartbeat Foundation, L-R: SHS Volleyball Coach Cathy Federowicz; Principal James Freund; Asst.
Superintendent Rick Belden; Athletic Director Tara Yusko; state Rep. Nicole Klarides-Ditria; Matthew Gade, In a Heartbeat
Foundation; Mike Papale; Superintendent Mike Wilson; SHS Soccer Coach Arron Pawluk.
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