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Historical Society board member talks about media through the ages
By Patricia Villers
SEYMOUR - The phrase “everything old is new again” could
describe the subject of an interesting presentation Sunday about
social media at Seymour Historical Society.
Kayleigh Mihalko, a Seymour Historical Society board member,
presented “Social Media: The First 2,000 Years” that highlighted
humans’ ever-present need to communicate.
Mihalko, a Shelton resident, owns Cloud Media Marketing. On her
website she says, “My mission is to give you the understanding and
skills you need to be able to be comfortable with social media and
mobile technology.”
From ancient times to today, she said, people have always found a way to get their news, debate issues, and more using the
technology of their era.
Mihalko said she’s not a historian, and credited a 2013 book about social
media, Writing on the Wall by Tom Sandage, with inspiring her presentation.
In Ancient Rome, Acta Diurna, or Daily Acts, “were printed daily and posted in
the Forum” so citizens could “keep up with the news,” Mihalko said. Affluent
families would send scribes to the Forum to write down the information for
them.
Fast forward to 16th century England and King Henry VIII’s era, when a
“common place book” was used. People would write in it and it was passed from
person to person. Mihalko likened it to modern-day blogging, in which people
comment on blog posts.
In London and Paris in the 17th and 18th centuries, coffeehouses were gathering
places for men and they were used for social media networking.
“The actual coffee would cost a penny,” Mihalko said, and the coffeehouses
became known as “penny universities.” The men would discuss topics such as
philosophy and political issues of the day. Mihalko said some coffeehouses
doubled as post offices.
Mass media of the 20th century helped to quickly spread information, and
propaganda. In Germany, the state-run radio featured propaganda. “All you’d
hear was Hitler,” Mihalko said. “It was a tool to control the people, rather than to
facilitate communication.”
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Author to address Derby Historical Society's annual meeting at church
By Ralph Villers
ANSONIA - The Board of Directors of the Derby Historical
Society will hold its annual meeting from 2-4 p.m. March 11 at
First Congregational Church, 137 Derby Ave. The snow date
will be March 18.
Author Robert Hubbard will be featured speaker. He will discuss
his biography Major General Israel Putnam: Hero of the
American Revolution.
Hubbard also authored Life And Times Of David Humphreys
Soldier, Statesman, Poet.
The meeting will begin with a brief business portion to elect
officers and Board of Director members followed by an update
on the restoration project of the General David Humphreys
House and Museum, 37 Elm St., Ansonia.
As a current board member, I see the value of remembering and
preserving the history of the area.
For instance, the Lower Naugatuck Valley could not be as it is now without David
Humphreys.
He was quite an impressive figure. As a colonel in the Continental Army, Humphreys
was aide de camp to General George Washington during the Revolutionary War.
There are even more impressive facts about Humphreys’ life:
• He was a member of the State’s General Assembly.
• He was named U.S. Minister to Portugal, and later, Spain.
• He introduced the Merino breed of sheep and its fine quality wool in the country.
• He built the first successful wool mill factory in the U.S. in what is now Seymour
Also on the agenda is the continuing renovations of the David Humphreys House.
Preserving local history matters, and supporting the Derby Historical Society helps keep
history alive.
Membership renewals will be accepted at the door.
For more information about the annual meeting, call 203-735-1908 or email
info@derbyhistorical.org
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Ansonia offering interest free home improvement loan program
ANSONIA - Mayor David Cassetti has announced that time is running out for
Ansonia residents to sign up for the Ansonia Housing Rehabilitation Program.
The City of Ansonia was awarded a 2016 $400,000 Community Development

Block Grant (CDBG) under the housing rehabilitation category for townwide housing rehabilitation. Funds still remain to serve approximately
eight further households.
The grant expires September 30t, so time is of the essence. Please share
this information with any friends or neighbors who may be interested.
The purpose of the grant is to provide funds for low and moderate income
homeowners to make needed repairs to their homes. To be eligible, an
applicant must meet three requirements:
1.) Homeowners must have an annual income that does not exceed
$46,000 for a single household or $65,700 for a household of four;
2.) Have 10% equity in the home; and,
3.) Be up to date on municipal taxes.
One of the benefits of this grant is that the money goes out as 0% interest
loans. It is not due and payable until the house changes title. For homeowners
who cannot obtain funds through bank loans, this program is a wonderful
option that requires no out of pocket costs.
The grant also allows the Town to establish a revolving loan fund in perpetuity
to provide assistance to additional residents who need home repairs.
Some possible uses that have been identified include replacing failed furnaces,
roofs, windows, and septic system repairs. These funds can provide for ADA
modifications to homes as well, such as entrance ramps and bathroom modifications.
Anyone considering taking advantage of this program may contact Sheila O’Malley or Anna Andretta in the
Economic Development Office at 203-736-5927.
Also, contact Small Cities Consultants to the City of Ansonia, Lisa Low & Associates at 203-888-5624 at http://
www.lisalowassociates.com/contact.php.
City of Ansonia
Mayor David S. Cassetti
Housing Rehabilitation Program Application
Notice to Applicants: PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY
This Application is Strictly Confidential

Do Not Write in This Section:

Application No:

Date Received: ____________________ Time: ____________

Initials:
Date Approved:

Name of Applicant(s):
Address:

Landlords:

Print your application by
clicking on the icon

TENANT APPLICATION
Municipal Housing Rehabilitation Program
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY
This Application is Strictly Confidential

Name of Tenant(s):
Address:

Unit #

City, State, Zip:
Phone (home):

Monthly Rent $

Phone (work):

City, State, Zip:

Phone (cell):

Phone (home):

Email:

Phone (work):

List all individuals living at this address (include yourself, spouse, children, non-family members, etc.)

Phone (cell):

**Note: Estimated Annual Income declared below must include gross wages, in addition to any benefits
and/or compensation (ie: social security, disability, unemployment, pension, child support, alimony, SNAP
benefits, etc.)

Email:
Social Security Number of Applicant(s):
Is your property owner occupied?

Your tenant(s)
must complete
this form and
submit supporting
documents

YES ______ NO _______

Homeowners

Name

Age

Race/Ethnicity

Handicapped?

**Estimated Gross
Annual Income

Property Location: _____________________________________________________
Is your property single ___________ or multifamily __________?
If multifamily, how many units? ________________________
(for multi-family, each apt./unit must complete the TENANT APPLICATION
and include copies of all required backup financial documentation)
Briefly describe the work needing to be done:

Landlords

Financial documentation is required of ALL household members. Please attach copies of the following for each
member of the household (if applicable):
1. Bank statement
2. Most recent tax return (Form 1040)
3. Pay stubs documenting a minimum of 6 consecutive weeks of wages
4. Social security benefit statement entitled “Your New Benefit Amount”
5. Pension, unemployment compensation, child support, alimony or any other benefit statement, check stubs,
agreement and/or letter)

I certify that all statements and documents submitted are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge:

Print Name:

Date:

Signature:
The Program is administered by Lisa Low & Associates, 293 Riggs St., Oxford, CT 06478 - (203) 888-5624

4.19.2017

4.19.2017

Housing Rehabilitation
Application: Homeowner

Or Download it at the
City of Ansonia Website

Housing Rehabilitation
Application: Landlord
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