More of the Best of the Valley

Bike night at Valley Diner in Derby supports girl, 7
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - Monday’s oppressive heat failed to deter
area bikers from supporting Missy Lombardo Kelly
whose daughter, Eva Grace, suffers from Type 1
Spinal Muscular Atrophy.
There is currently no cure for the rare, progressive
neuromuscular disease
The Bike Night at the Valley Diner was a fourth annual
fundraiser for the seven-year old lovingly known as
“Eva the Diva” who is about to enter first grade. The
Kellys live in West Haven.
At Eva’s side selling lemonade in a patch of shade
behind the restaurant was her brother, Noah, who is
almost 13.
Valley resident Dick Lupkas launched the event and
continues to organize it each July. Lupkas works
tirelessly to raise funds to help others in need.
Donations to help defray medical expenses may
be sent to the Kelly family, 156 Central Ave.,
West Haven, 06516.
See more photos on P.2
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Here are more pictures from
Monday's bike night in Derby

Derby Public Schools' registration for 2018-19 is now open
DERBY - The Board of Education is now accepting registration
for all grades, from Kindergarten through Grade 12.
There are also openings in the Little Raiders University
Preschool program for students age 4.
Registration must be initiated online and then an appointment
to finalize registration can be made by calling Jennifer,
203-446-3920.
Appointments are made on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Feel free to call with any questions.
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Greater Valley Chamber hosts Mohegan chairman at event in Orange
Kevin Brown offers look at Tribe's business expansion
By Patricia Villers
ORANGE - Mohegan Tribe Chairman Kevin Brown “Red Eagle” offered a glimpse of the
tribe’s past, present, and plans for the future at a recent Greater Valley Chamber of
Commerce breakfast.
About 140 people representing Valley businesses and nonprofit organizations attended the
Chamber’s 54th annual meeting at Race Brook Country Club.
Brown also serves as Chairman of the Mohegan Tribal Gaming Authority Management
Board which oversees numerous gaming entities and two professional sports teams.
Brown is a Montville native and 13th-generation
descendant of Sachem Uncas, he said. The term
“Sachem” is used to describe a North American Indian
chief.
Brown said in 1637 Uncas “had to make a decision
that cooperating with the settlers was the way to go.”
Uncas believed “effective alliances and economic
interdependence” were vital when dealing with the
Europeans, he said.
According to its website, the Mohegan Tribe “traces
its origins to the early 1600s under Chief Uncas, and was federally recognized in 1994. It
now functions as a sovereign government within the state of Connecticut with jurisdiction
over its reservation lands.
A nine-member Tribal Council and seven-member Council of Elders govern the Tribe, and
lifetime chief Lynn Malerba “Many Hearts” was appointed in 2010.
The Tribal Council functions as the Board of Directors for Mohegan Sun and for
other gaming ventures of the Tribe under the Mohegan Tribal Gaming Authority.
Mohegan Holdings was established for non-gaming business ventures of the Tribe
and includes KOTA, ThermaGlo, Jersey Mike's, Arooga's and Smashburger
locations across southern New England.”
Brown said Connecticut was once
considered “Mohegan territory,” and
joked that the ever-expanding Mohegan
Holdings is “taking back the Greater
Valley now a little bit at a time.”
The newly-opened Arooga’s Grille
House and Sports Bar at 387
Bridgeport Ave., Shelton is a Mohegan
enterprise.
“Mohegan Tribe plans to be your
partner here in the Greater Valley,”
Brown said.
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Tour the historic Brownson House in Shelton Sunday
The Shelton Historical Society will be open for
guided tours of the Brownson House at
Shelton History Center, 70 Ripton Road, on the
second Sunday of each month through November
beginning on July 8 from 1 - 4:00 p.m.
Although the house was built c. 1822, it has been
furnished to demonstrate how a middle-class farm
family coped with the rapidly changing society of
the early 1900’s.
The interpretation of the Brownson House to the
year 1913 recently earned an Award of Merit from
the Connecticut League of History Organizations.
This honor was received at an annual conference on
June 4 and is given to institutions that demonstrate
the highest of professional standards and contribute to a greater understanding of state and local
history.
“A great amount of research, time, and community support went into this effort to take the
house’s appearance back in time to 1913,” explains Marty Coughlin, President of the Shelton
Historical Society. “The changes that have been made in the house allow us to tell the stories of
early 20 century life associated with both the urban and rural areas of Shelton.”
th

Other buildings on the grounds, which include the 1872 Trap Fall School and the Wilson Barn, built c. 1860, will
be open for viewing as well.
For additional information about Shelton History Center, please call (203) 925-1803, visit
www.sheltonhistoricalsociety.org or https://www.facebook.com/SheltonHistoricalSociety/
This has been taken from a press release from the Shelton Historical Society
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