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Derby demolition defines a new downtown
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - This week demolition began on buildings
standing on the south side of Main Street between
Caroline and Factory Streets.
The work is being done by state contractor
Environmental Services, Inc. of South Windsor.
Removing the structures at 128-146 Main St. is a
necessary step forward in the state’s plan to widen
the heavily traveled Route 34, also known as Main
Street, to four lanes.
Numbers from the state Department of
Transportation show that the average traffic
count in 2015 was more than 18,000 vehicles a day.
Although those who love history - myself included never like to see old buildings with interesting
architectural detail get razed, the demolition had to
be done.
*Editor’s note: Please check links provided on Pages
2 and 3.
See more photos on Page 2

The Valley-Voice

Page 2

March 8, 2019

Derby demolition defines a new downtown - more views

Artist rendering of proposed
Route 34 reconstruction
project shown at meeting Aug.
2, 2011 at Derby City Hall.

Do you remember when the Route 34 saga began?
The proposals to widen Route 34 began with a public hearing in 2011. Now with the south side of Main St. being
prepared for actual work to begin. Here are a few links from all those years ago when the planning began...
Eugene Driscoll, Valley Independent Sentinel
https://valley.newhavenindependent.org/archives/entry/a_new_gateway_to_the_heart_of_derby/
Patricia Villers, New Haven Register
https://www.nhregister.com/news/article/Main-Street-traffic-flow-plan-unveiled-for-Derby-11584009.php
3-D Ride, 2011:
http://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/123bim.eu.storage/usr6B010F549E44DB37%2fDerby+Route+34%2f3D%20Tour/3Dtour.htm
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See the plans for the 'new' Route 34 in downtown Derby
By Ralph Villers
DERBY - The Route 34 Main St. widening project has been
anticipated and talked about what seems to be forever.
However, given the final deconstruction of the south side of
Main Street, the actual reconstruction seems ready to begin.
The Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments has
published a summary of the project on its website, and has
provided the Semi-Final Design Plans of the work, a series of
drawings and links showcasing the scope of this massive
project.
I have added a few of these
drawings to give the reader
an idea of what’s to soon
arrive - click on any of
them to see a larger look at
the work.
If you would like to see all
the preliminary drawings,
the NVCOG has provided a
link to all 268 pages of
the project drawings
provided by the CT Dept. of
Transportation. Happy
reading!

Click on any drawing enlarge image of the project.
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Ansonia High School
Empty Bowls

A COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT

MARCH 28, 2019
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Ansonia High school - Lower Level
Proceeds Benefit the ANSONIA SALVATION ARMY FOOD
PANTRY
Presented by AHS National Art Honor Society, ceramics
students and the AHS Culinary Department
$10.00 per bowl. Price includes the bowl, choice of soup and a
piece of bread.
For more information, contact Nancy Bennett-Morgenstern
at nbennett@ansonia.org or 203-736-5060 ext. 2123 during
school hours.
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