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Photographer's talk in Shelton focuses on Brass Valley
By Patricia Villers
SHELTON - A Connecticut photographer’s interest in the state’s manufacturing
past evolved into a book, Brass Valley: The Fall of an American Industry
(Schiffer, 2015).
Emery Roth II Sunday addressed the
Shelton Historical Society’s annual
meeting.
About 50 people - mostly Society
members - attended the slide
presentation at Huntington
Congregational Church hall.
A retired public school teacher who
lives in Litchfield County, Roth said he
is a photographer, and not a historian. But it was clear during his talk that he enjoys
learning history.
Roth’s photos feature the former factories that existed next to the 40-mile long
Naugatuck River, which runs from the Northwest Hills of Litchfield County to
Derby.
The Naugatuck River towns, in alphabetical order, are:
Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, Harwinton, Litchfield,
Naugatuck, Seymour, Thomaston, Torrington,
Waterbury, and Watertown.
Starting in the early 19th century factories and mills
along the river manufactured brass, metals, rubber,
chemicals, clocks, and more.
“Sometimes the hill towns and the mill towns seem far
apart, but they’re not,” Roth said. “Generations of
machinists, engineers, genius entrepreneurs [worked at
companies in the region] and we call it culture.”
Roth said. “It grows when conditions are favorable. We
live in a “post-industrial” era today, he said.
“The factories began vanishing even before the Floods
of ’55.”
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Nominees sought for second annual Nick Collicelli Legacy Awards
The second annual Nick Collicelli Legacy Fund Dinner and Awards
Banquet will be held on Wednesday May 9.
Sponsored by the friends and family of Nick Collicelli, awards will be
presented to deserving individuals and/or organizations whose
contributions best exemplifies the ideals of Nick’s life and career.
Through his works with the Human Relations Clubs in Hamden, Ansonia
and Derby, he strived to promote good will, understanding and unity
among diverse groups to foster positive and lasting changes in these
communities.
Award recipients will be chosen from nominees in Ansonia and Derby, and
are due by February 21. Winners will be announced in March. Eligible
candidates may include:
•
•
•
•

Student Leaders
Educational Leaders
Community Leaders
Community Organizations

To nominate a candidate, send a letter describing the work and
accomplishments of the nominee to Chris Collicelli at
CollicelliLegacy@gmail.com. Please include your contact information.

The Valley-Voice

January 30, 2018

Page 3

Boys and Girls Club holding Night at the Club fundraiser

SHELTON - The Boys & Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley is hosting an auction and benefit on March 3 at
The Waterview, 215 Roosevelt Drive, Monroe.
The cost is $85 per person, $750 for table of 10.
Click on the link below to purchase tickets or inquire about program sponsorship opportunities.

Purchase Tickets Here
No tickets will be sold at the door.
This event includes dinner, an open bar, live auction, games, entertainment, and appearances by Club kids.
“The Boys & Girls Club has served our community for more than 61 years, providing a safe space and caring
mentors for young people,” said Shaye Roscoe, Executive Director for Boys & Girls Clubs of the Lower Naugatuck
Valley.
“The Night at the Club event will give you a sneak peek at the magic that happens inside a Club, and the impact that
a caring professional can have on the trajectory of a kid’s life. Youth need a positive place to go after school and
during the summer to grow beyond the classroom and we provide that space to grow, succeed and achieve a great
future.”

The mission, vision and core values of the Boys & Girls Club
MISSION:
To provide, in a safe environment, programs that inspire, educate, guide, and enable all young people,
especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, responsible, and caring citizens.
VISION:
To provide a world-class Club experience that encourages leadership, academic success, good character,
citizenship, and a healthy lifestyle.
CORE VALUES:
The following core values exemplify our mission:
Trustworthy - Respectful - Inspired - Dependable - Enabled
Learn more at: http://www.bgc-lnv.org/
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Comedian captures community's heart
Editor’s note: This is the latest in a series of articles and columns Patti had written for the defunct - and
missed by many - Evening Sentinel that closed in 1992.
Today, we are traveling back to the days of our youth, with memories of watching comedian Soupy Sales on
Channel 5, WNEW-(and whipped cream pies in the face). Sales performed at the Strand Theater in Seymour
a few decades ago and Patti captures this fun event very nicely.
This trip down memory lane was published on July 21, 1987.
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