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A day to appreciate veterans' dedication to duty
Ansonia students offer salute with essays from the heart

By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - A spirit of patriotism filled the aldermanic chambers at City Hall Friday at an annual Veterans Day program.
Gordon-Visselli Post 50, American Legion, hosted the ceremony attended by an overflow crowd of veterans, elected officials,
and residents.
Mayor David S. Cassetti read a proclamation honoring veterans for their service and sacrifice.
Post Adjutant Patrick Henri, chief petty officer, U.S. Naval Reserve, served as master of ceremonies as he has in the past.
Speaker was U.S. Army veteran Jack Granatie, Post 50 commander. He said, “Veterans put others first. Today is Veterans
Day, a day we put veterans first. It is up to us to ensure that veterans know they are appreciated for their service.”
Seven Ansonia students read their essays.
John G. Prendergast Elementary School fourth grader Kristyana Lugo said her great-grandfather served in World War II. “I
think we should find a way to say thank you every day,” she wrote.
John C. Mead School Elementary School sixth grader Naylah Mora wrote that Veterans Day is a time for Americans to
remember “how we got our peace and our freedom.”
Eshona Vickers, an eighth grader at Ansonia Middle School, said the real
heroes are military members who risk their lives, not athletes or celebrities.
Ansonia High School Junior Timmy Betancur said Americans should have
“the utmost respect and admiration for veterans. They will always be there
for us and we should always be there for them.”
Henri said, “It is heartwarming to hear from you. We really appreciate the
words from your heart and soul.”
Ansonia High School Vocal Vibes After-School Chorus, led by music
teacher Maria Tangredi, performed several patriotic songs.
Students who also shared their essays were Prendergast sixth grader Jayden
Pires, Mead sixth grader Nevach Davenport, and Ansonia Middle School
eighth grader Elisabeth Lundequist.
St. Peter & Paul War Veterans firing squad offered a salute to war dead, and
American Legion District Commander Michael Heise played Taps.
The Rev. James Sullivan, pastor, Church of the Assumption, offered the
invocation and benediction.
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