More of the Best of the Valley

May 7, 2019

Bronze bust of MLK unveiled at inspiring ceremony in Ansonia
Several hundred turn out to witness history in front of City Hall
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - A bronze bust of the late Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. that now stands in front of City Hall
symbolizes equality, and unity in the community.
The unveiling Saturday of resident Vasil Rakaj’s
beautiful art work in front of City Hall was an
incredibly moving and historic event.

“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up
and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold
these truths to be self-evident; that all men are
created equal.”
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Aug. 28, 1963, March on Washington

Rakaj, a native of Albania, is a world-renowned sculptor. He is a member of the Valley
Arts Council and works one of the Council studios in the Ansonia Armory.
As a resident I was thrilled my daughter and I were there to witness history in the
making.
Mayor David S. Cassetti said, “The theme of Martin Luther King’s teachings and
writings is unity. King unified a nation when it was in turmoil.”
King led the civil rights movement from the mid-1950s until he was assassinated
April 4,1968 in Memphis, Tenn. He was 39.
The Rev. Alfred Smith, pastor, Macedonia Baptist Church, and member of the Martin
Luther King Memorial Bust Committee, said King’s “dream will live on here in
Ansonia.”
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Smith recognized Ansonia High School freshman Brandon
Edwards who as a middle school student wrote an essay that
featured the idea of creating a memorial to King in Ansonia.
Smith called the project “a community collaborative.”
Ansonia High School music teacher Maria Tangredi
accompanied her students who performed several songs.
State Sen. George S. Logan, an Ansonia resident, said the
monument “is a symbol of peace, love, and justice for all. All
of us [in the community] should consider this ours, protect
it, and be vigilant,” he said.
State Rep. Kara Rochelle said, “Anybody can be great
because anybody can serve."
The Rev. Edward Barnes, pastor, Greater Evangel Church of
God in Christ in Ansonia and a committee member, led the
program. An invocation was offered by the Rev. Ophelia
Smith, pastor, St. Andrews Tabernacle of Praise in Ansonia
David Morgan, President and CEO of TEAM and member of
the Martin Luther King Memorial Bust Committee, said the
nine-foot monument weighs more than 500 pounds.
The bust was cast in bronze by Ageless Art Casting in Milford.
The pedestal is made of black granite from Vermont. The project cost $27,000. Fundraising and planning occurred
over the past three years, and Morgan said the committee’s mission to memorialize MLK’s legacy is not done.
Greg Johnson, President, Ansonia Branch of the NAACP, agreed with Morgan, saying “the work must continue.”
Diane Stroman, retired vice president of TEAM and a committee member, led a countdown to the unveiling.
Applause and cheers
broke out as a black
drape was pulled down
to reveal Rakaj’s
beautiful art work.
The monument is the
second memorial to MLK
in Connecticut. There is
also one located in
a park in New Britain.
A benediction was given
by the Rev. Samuel
Levey, pastor, Williams
Temple Community
Outreach, also in
Ansonia.
“This is a great day for
Ansonia,” Cassetti said
after the ceremony. “This
is what I want, to bring
everybody together.”
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The East Haddam Stage Company
with the Friends of the Ansonia Library

Presents

Osaki-san
William Gillette’s Gentleman Valet
Yukitaka Osaki
written and directed by Kandie Karlie
It was 1888 when Yukitaka and his older brother Yukio came to visit the US from Japan.
Yukio went on to become a leader in Japanese politics, and would
give Washington DC the famous cherry trees.
Yukitaka, however, decided to stay.
Discover the story of the elusive brother behind the famous politician. Poignant and life affirming, here is
what you may not know about Victorian actor
William Gillette, creator of the role of Sherlock Holmes for the stage, and the
quiet soul who worked by his side for almost 40 years.

Sunday, May 19, 2:00pm
Ansonia Library, 53 South Cliff Street, Ansonia
FREE!
Call 203-734-6275 to reserve your seat – space is limited.
Appropriate for ages 12 and over The show runs approximately 45 minutes.
About the actor:
Taku Hirai was born in Kumano city, Mie prefecture in Japan. He came to the U.S. as an agricultural
exchange student. He attended the University of Nebraska where he found his passion for theatre.
He took acting classes with the American Conservatory Theatre and acting teacher, Ed Hooks. After
moving to New York, he studied acting at the HB Studio and Stella Adler Studio of Acting.
Taku’s theatre credits include: Hitoshi in The Crossing; Icky in Design Geek; Dr. Deuce in The Mummy
and the Boddhisatva; and Samurai in The End of an Era.
Taku lives in Yorktown Heights, NY with his wife and daughter.

The Valley-Voice

May 7, 2019

Page 4

ANSONIA - A neighborhood market that had
served the city's west side for decades has
been reborn.
Resident Ramiz Majeed reopened the former
Klanko's Market at 192 Wakelee Ave. in
February, and Friday he held an official grand
opening of Wakelee Market. The store is
completely renovated and offers a deli,
salads, sandwiches, wings, fruits, vegetables,
and more.
Majeed will give children a piece of fruit when
they come to the store. "I won't give them
candy but I will give them fruit," he said with
a smile.
Mayor David S. Cassetti, Greater Valley
Chamber of Commerce President Bill Purcell,
and several city officials helped cut the
ribbon to welcome Majeed.
- Patricia Villers
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