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More of the Best of the Valley

Legacy awards dinner in Derby recognizes 7 Valley residents
2nd annual event held in memory of longtime educator
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - The late educator and mentor Nick Collicelli left a lasting
legacy of working in the community to care about others and celebrate
diversity.
Collicelli, a lifelong Ansonia resident, died in July 2016 at age 64. His
wife, Chris, established a Legacy Fund in his memory to continue his
mission to erase prejudice and all that divides people.
Collicelli started a human relations club at Hamden High School where
he was a teacher. After he retired in 2007 Collicelli brought his energy
and enthusiasm to Ansonia, where he launched the Human Relations
Club at the high school. That grew to Ansonia Middle School and later
the concept was implemented in Derby and Shelton schools.
Fast forward to Wednesday night, when I had the privilege of
witnessing a friend receive the Nick Collicelli Legacy Award. A second
annual awards dinner was held at La Sala Banquet Hall.
I had nominated Donna Hayes, oncology social worker at the Center for Cancer Care at Griffin Hospital, for the honor and
when I learned she had been selected as one of the deserving awardees I was elated.
Donna is so much more than a social worker who sees patients in a clinical setting.
She always goes above and beyond to help patients who have heard the diagnosis of cancer, and takes the time to truly listen
to their concerns.
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Donna builds community through facilitating two
support groups at Griffin Hospital for those with cancer,
one of which I belong to, among many other duties.
And she invariably gives you a warm hug when she sees
you, and when you leave.
Donna was joined at the dinner by six other outstanding
awardees who all work hard to make the community a
better place to live and work.
Congratulations go to:
• Ansonia Police Officer Michael Barry;
• Ansonia High School Junior Kaitlyn Caple;
• John G. Prendergast School Vice Principal Amy
Cosciello;
• Friends of the Ansonia Library President Susan Olmsted; and
• Master’s Table founders James and Janette Fedak.
My family and I were glad to be a part of a wonderful evening. Kudos to
Chris Collicelli and her committee for organizing a heartwarming event.

Click on the links below to gain more insight into Collicelli's
work with Valley students
2016 - ‘Senior’ Prom offers intergenerational fun at Ansonia HS
2013 - Ansonia, Derby students team up to end bullying
2009 - Ansonia students get message out via radio show
2014 - Ansonia, Derby schools students mingle with seniors
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Children's author inspires Irving School students in Derby
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - Children’s author Lauren Tarshis Wednesday inspired Irving School
students to do their best and persevere toward their goals.
Tarshis, a Westport resident, has written 17 historical fiction children’s books in
her “I Survived” series. The stories feature fictional characters who live through
natural and man-made disasters.
Tarshis said she does an extensive amount of research to prepare for writing. She
also conducts interviews, studies maps, visits museums, and the like.
Tarshis has traveled across the country to locations that have undergone disasters,
such as the 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens in Washington, the Great Chicago
Fire of 1881, and the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863.
She said when she is writing she will
stop and read a section aloud to her
canine companion, so she can determine
how it sounds and to seek his approval.
Tarshis visited Irving thanks to a request
that Principal Jen Olson received from
second grader Kayla Rodwell, 7.
Kayla wrote a note to Olson asking her
to buy more of Tarshis’“I Survived” books for the school library.
That put into a motion an idea that eventually culminated in Wednesday’s
presentation and book signing. Kayla received plaudits from students and staff and
was a small part of the presentation, sitting in a rocking chair next to a table full of
Tarshis’ books.
Kayla said her favorite of the series is the story about the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in
Pompeii in 79 A.D.Olson said when she reached out to Tarshis about Kayla’s request
and explained that Irving was a high need school, the author, a mother of four,
immediately responded and agreed to visit.
Tarshis also is the editor of Storyworks, a literary magazine for students in Grades
3-6.
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