
The classic Merritt Parkway  
Editors note: The Merritt Parkway seems a different sort of subject for the Valley-Voice CT. Yet, it is undeniable that the Valley 
we know today would be much different without reverse commuters from lower Fairfield county who moved ‘up here’. So to 
learn more, we attended a presentation about The Road That Shaped a Region. Ralph Villers 

By Patricia Villers 
Feb. 29, 2016 
SEYMOUR - Residents of Connecticut - especially those who live in, work 
in or travel through Fairfield County - are extremely familiar with the 
historic parkway that runs from Greenwich to Stratford. 
The Seymour Historical Society recently hosted a presentation by Jill Smyth, 
Merritt Parkway Conservancy executive director. The nonprofit was founded 
in 2002 and she has been its executive director since 2007. 
More than 60 people attended the presentation, and historical society 
president Loreen Coe said 20 people were turned away. 
Smyth talked about the development of the 37.5-mile roadway that is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places.  

The parkway is named after Republican state Rep. Schuyler Merritt of 
Stamford, who died at age 99 in 1953. Merritt was a lawyer and an advocate 
for the construction of a parkway to run parallel to U.S. Route 1. 
Smyth said in the early years of automobile travel, people used cars for 
“recreational activity on weekends.” 
In Fairfield County, Smyth said, “residents would sit and watch the cars” along 
U.S. Route 1 headed to football games at the Yale Bowl in New Haven. 
Smyth said elected officials as 
well as conservationists wanted to 
preserve “the look and feel of 
Fairfield County” when the 
parkway was being developed in 
the late 1930s. 

A Fairfield County Planning Association was formed, and each town had an 
opportunity to “weigh in” on the parkway plans, Smyth said. “Wilton and Weston 
didn’t want it, and neither did Greenfield Hill (Fairfield) residents,” she said. 

However, Smyth said,“Bridgeport 
and Norwalk wanted it to go into 
the center city." 
The parkway’s first section from 
Greenwich to Norwalk opened in 
1938, and the stretch that ends at the bridge over the Housatonic River in 
Stratford opened in 1940. 
Smyth said the Merritt was built with “sweeping curves to slow down traffic.” 
Bridges that cross over the parkway were designed in the 1930s by architect 
George L. Dunkleberger. Their styles include art deco, gothic, classical, and 
renaissance.   
“Every bridge was individually designed,” Smyth said, but not everyone was a 
fan of the spans.  

The staff at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City criticized the ornamentation on the bridges, she said. 
The nature-themed ornamentations - including flowers and butterfly and spider designs - were manufactured in Bridgeport and 
affixed to the spans.  
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Blumenthal presents service medals to family of late WWII veteran and life-long  
Ansonia resident 

ANSONIA - A lifelong city resident who was a member of the greatest generation was 
posthumously recognized Friday by U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal and Mayor David S. 
Cassetti. 
Pasquale Battaglia, who died last year at the age of 99, was honored during a ceremony 
in aldermanic chambers at City Hall. 
His niece, Joanne DaSilva of Seymour, was presented with six medals he earned in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. She was accompanied by her sister, Janice Easter of 
New Britain. 
“He was a proud man. He should have been here today,” a teary-eyed DaSilva said.  
Her uncle was never at a loss for words, she said. “This would be the first time he would 
have nothing to say,” DaSilva said. 
Battaglia would tell “amazing World War II 
stories,” she said. DaSilva plans to write a book 
based on his memorable experiences.  

DaSilva had requested the medals from Blumenthal’s office. “The senator’s office made it 
easy for this day to happen,” she said. 
Blumenthal said Battaglia was “a son of Ansonia and the Valley,” and described him as 
“an American hero, what is best about America.” 

He said Battaglia “was the son of immigrants, and as 
patriotic as the American flag.” 
DaSilva said her uncle was a big supporter of Cassetti and 
was pleased with the progress he saw in Ansonia. 
She asked Cassetti if she could give the medals back to the 
city so they could be displayed in City Hall. Cassetti accepted 
the medals and said they would be placed in his office. “I always cherished his support,” he said.  
Janice Easter said their aunt and uncle had no children of their own, and she and Joanne spent a lot 
of time as children with them. 
“Uncle Pat walked us both down the aisle,” Easter said. 
Several of Battaglia’s friends were on hand for the ceremony, including Ansonia Animal Control 
Officer Jean Roslonoswki, Ansonia Police Det. James Frolish, WPCA Sewer Administrator Rita St. 
Jacques, and neighbor Tom McEwan. 
During World War II Battaglia served in the Army Air Corps in Germany, France, Poland, 
Switzerland, and Italy. 

He earned but never received the Army of Occupation Medal, European, African, Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal, Good Conduct Medal, and WWII Victory Medal. 
When Battaglia was born in Ansonia in 1915 his family still used a horse and buggy for 
transportation.  
He worked in the family grocery store on Central Street as a child, and later helped his 
father selling vegetables from a truck around the city.  
In 1931, Battaglia became one of the first car owners in Ansonia. He drove a Model A 
Ford, a proud memory he shared often with his family.  
After World War II Battaglia earned the nickname “TV man” when he opened Pat’s TV 
on Beaver Street. His television-repair business became a fixture in Ansonia for 50 years. 
“Pat Battaglia was one of the greats of the greatest generation—a patriot, veteran, and 
community leader who dedicated his life to improving his beloved country and 
hometown,” Blumenthal said. “I am proud to join his family to finally present the 
military honors and recognition that Pat so bravely earned over half a century ago.” 

Salvation Army Greater Valley to host 3rd annual Recognition Breakfast in April
By Patricia Villers 
ANSONIA - Save the Date! 
The Salvation Army Greater Valley will hold its third annual Recognition Breakfast April 28 at Molto Bene Italian 
American Kitchen, 557 Wakelee Ave. Registration starts at 7:30 a.m. 
Diane Stroman, executive vice president, TEAM, Inc. will serve as mistress of ceremonies, and James E. Ryan, 
President, Shelton Economic Development Corp., will be guest speaker. 
Full disclosure: My husband, Ralph, and I are members of the Advisory Board and are helping to plan the breakfast.  
The planning includes seeking sponsorship for our program booklet, as well as smaller business card-size ads. For information 
email us here at: SalvationArmy.Ansonia@gmail.com 

See the slideshow showcasing the Salvation Army Greater Valley at: https://youtu.be/1xTrZ_Juh6M
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