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Forum speakers highlight Ansonia's economic development progress
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - The city has seen much economic development
progress in recent years with new businesses opening and
restaurants moving into downtown.
That was the word at a forum presented by Mayor David S.
Cassetti and Bill Purcell, President of the Greater Valley
Chamber of Commerce.
It was hosted at the newly-constructed Massimino’s
Restaurant on Main Street.
Business leaders and nonprofit representatives learned how
the city has worked to attract companies and help existing
ones to expand.
Several business owners gave high marks to the city
administration for its continued support.
Phil White, recently retired CEO of Better Packages, said the
company needed space to expand and in 2014 it moved its
facility from Shelton to Ansonia.
“We wanted to make sure we moved to a
community that’s like family,” White said.
White said. He thanked Cassetti for the city’s
support of the business and said the
company has plans to expand and hire.
Stelray Plastic Products owner Larry Saffran
is also bullish on growing in Ansonia. “We’re
looking to expand; we’re bursting at the
seams,” he said.
Plans call for adding 20,000 square feet
more space to the 35,000 square foot facility
on Westfield Avenue, bringing about 100
new jobs.
Article continues on P.2
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Economic Development Director Sheila
O’Malley and Corporation Counsel John
Marini offered a powerpoint presentation
to outline city project plans. Some of
them are:
•

A downtown police station, which
O’Malley called “a great re-use” of a
former Farrel Corp. building. The
police department will be housed on
the top floor. Each floor has 22,000
square feet, O’Malley said. The floor
below will be used by the Doyle
Senior Center

•

Completed demolition of Riverside
housing complex on Olson Drive
and proposal for a public/private
recreation complex for the site.

•

Sidewalks for portions of Pulaski
Highway and Prindle Avenue to connect Ansonia High School and Emmett O’Brien Technical High School.

•

Demolition at the former Ansonia Copper and Brass Co. Marini said the city is working to “assess, demolish,
and remediate” the approximately 40-acre, deteriorated site along the Naugatuck River. He called it “the most
difficult but the most worthwhile” project the city has undertaken.

Work on the restoration of
the David Humphreys House
continues on the North side
at the home.
Notable here is the removal
of dogwood by Derby
Historical Society board
members.
- Photo contributed
by DHS
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Griffin Hospital holding 11th annual 5K walk/run to benefit cancer center
DERBY - The Annual 5K Walk/Run to benefit the Center for
Cancer Care at Griffin Hospital will celebrate its 11th year Sept.
28.
This non-competitive, family-friendly event begins with day-of
registration at 7:30 a.m., and the Walk/Run kicking off at 9 a.m.
Registration is $30. The registration fee will increase by $5 after
Sept. 14.
Pre-registration is encouraged at griffinhealth.org/5K
All proceeds are dedicated to providing exceptional,
personalized cancer care and to help ease the financial burden
Griffin’s cancer patients face as they undergo treatment.
The 5K draws
walkers and
runners from all
over the Lower
Naugatuck Valley and the state.
The 5K Walk/Run was started by the caregivers of the Cancer Center
as a way to raise funds to purchase wigs for patients.
The 5K has drawn thousands of participants over the years and raised
more than $490,000 to help support local cancer survivors in its 10year history.
Participants can walk or run individually, or form a team with their
family, friends and co-workers.
Participants are encouraged to collect pledges or purchase a
commemorative sign to honor or memorialize a loved one at the
event.
Individuals and teams can register online at griffinhealth.org/5k.
This is a press release from Griffin Hospital.
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Shelton's Inline Plastics employees volunteer in beach cleanup

SHELTON - On Aug. 22, Inline Plastics employees took an hour break from their workday and visited Silver
Sands Beachin Milford to clean its shorelines.
In that short time, the Research, Development & Engineering (RD&E) and Marketing teams removed over 95
pounds of trash and 116 bottles.
The beach clean-up is just one of the initiatives by the company to foster environmental
responsibility and sustainability efforts locally within the communities where employees work
and live, as well as globally across their manufacturing operations.
“This short break from our work day made a significant impact to the cleanliness and
environmental health of our neighborhood public park,” said Tom Orkisz, president and Owner
of Inline Plastics.
Many of the visitors to the park, as well as park rangers, expressed their gratitude and
appreciation for the clean-up efforts directly to the Inline staff as they worked.
The beach clean-up is one of many initiatives spear-headed by the company to foster and promote environmental
responsibility and sustainability.
In 2018, the company installed 2500 solar panels on its Shelton manufacturing facility, and in May of this year
signed a two-year sponsorship with the Adopt A Highway program to fund the cleaning of the Route 8 corridor
through Shelton.
“Our corporate commitment to sustainability spans from simple beach clean-up efforts to our dedicated
innovation teams developing and utilizing new technologies that minimize waste, lower carbon footprints, and
promote recycling across all of our product lines,” Orkisz added.
This has been taken from a press release from Introne Communications. Contact Melissa Introne at
melissa@intronecom.com
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