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Logan meets with constituents at Valley Diner in Derby
By Ralph Villers
DERBY - I attended a political event Friday that
certainly did not feel like politics as usual in 2017.
It was a civil conversation about the state of affairs
in Connecticut, where differences were never
disagreeable.
The event was a monthly coffee hour with state
Rep. Linda Gentile and state Sen. George Logan.
Gentile was working on legislative issues and
unavailable. But Logan met with 15 knowledgeable
constituents for a Q&A at the Valley Diner.
The constituents focused the conversation for the
entire hour on the serious financial issues with the
state: the lack of a budget for the next fiscal year
and excessive government spending.
Logan introduced Mayor Anita Dugatto to start the Q&A.
Dugatto mentioned the uncertainty of setting a municipal budget withou the
state itself not having a budget.
“Derby is living within its means,” she said. “We just used what we received
(from the state) last year and if we get more, we will be on the good side.”
Logan agreed that was a good way to plan.
A constituent commented on the spending issues and how these may be
mitigated in future budgets. “There a are many great business leaders that may
offer solutions the government haven’t thought of - that we need to get our arms
around.”
Logan said, “As
I’ve always said all
along, we have a
spending problem” to approving nods from many at the table.
He said it would make a lot of sense to get community and
business members together “in forums to find real ways to
address spending issues. Anytime a tax is enacted for a specific
reason, that tax stays forever even if the reason or cause for that
tax increase goes away.”
Logan added, “I think that overtime the budget has become a
‘spaghetti mess’ - how are we achieving our revenues and how
are we utilizing those revenues to bring more transparency in
our spending.”
Most around the table wanted to know if Connecticut would
actually institute tolls on state highways.
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Logan opposes the idea. He said, “My guess, considering how government works, at the very best, it would take five to10 years
before we could physically have tolls up and running.”
Logan said the state would likely see a decrease in revenue.
One constituent, perhaps a proponent of the idea of tolls, asked how could revenue would decrease.
Logan then made a point that I was unaware of. In 1985, when tolls were removed from Connecticut highways, the state “made
a deal with the federal government” to raise fuel taxes by $0.02. The point here is that tolling itself would likely incur extra
costs that would offset tolling revenues, so it was not a panacea.
He said the state would lose some federal funding if tolls were instituted and
asked, “are we really increasing revenues by instituting tolls?”
The discussion moved to state employee costs and how many state employees
there are. Dugatto disagreed with Logan as to what the correct number was.
Instead of arguing, Logan said either way, it is a “lot of folks,” and Dugatto
nodded in agreement.

“I don’t believe in confrontation. That
seems to me outside civil discourse and
we all have to find way to be civil to one
another.”
– Condoleezza Rice

“It’s time to right the ship as to how we tax and how we spend to come up with the mindset, the culture, within state
government to live within our means,” he said.
The tone of the meeting continued like that for more than an hour. Making one’s own points in measured tones while allowing
others to do the same is what political discussions used to be.
I look forward to attending more of these coffee hours.
Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice sums up why courtesy and listening together can make our politics better. She once
said,“I don’t believe in confrontation. That seems to me outside civil discourse and we all have to find a way to be civil to one
another.”

Eucharistic Procession held through downtown Derby
The parishes of St. Mary and St. Jude churches invited the community to participate Sunday in the Eucharistic Procession
of Corpus Christi in downtown Derby. Pictured is the group heading from the gazebo on Derby Green.
The faithful left from
St. Mary Church and
stopped at St. Mary-St.
Michael School,
Hallock’s Landing, City
Hall, Elks Club, and the
Derby Green.
The procession returned
to the steps of St. Mary
Church for benediction.

Shelton History Center car show postponed
The Father's Day car show and open house has been postponed to
Sunday July 19. Sponsors of this year’s show include the DerbyShelton Rotary Club and the Valley Community Foundation.
Owners of antique and classic vehicles of all kinds are encouraged to
register to participate.
Entry forms may be found at www.sheltonhistoricalsociety.org or by
calling 203-925-1803. Vehicle registration is $10. Admission is $1
for dads, $5/adults and $10/family of four.
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