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Marking 17th anniversary of Latex Foam fire in downtown Ansonia
By Ralph Villers
Photos by Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - On May 14, 2001, downtown Ansonia endured the devastating
fire and leveling of the Latex Foam Products facility on West Main Street.
It was the largest fire in the Valley since the arson fueled 1975 conflagration
at the Sponge Rubber Products Co. Plant 4 in Shelton.
It was coincidental that we recently found and scanned these old photos that
show the black smoke caused by the fire billowing over Ansonia. That day, I
was working at an assignment at Sikorsky Aircraft when the 10:30 a.m. fire
began, so Patricia took these photos from various parts of the city.
Not only were embers falling into our yard on the hilltop, news reports
indicate that embers driven by the wind had fallen as far as West Haven and
Branford.
Today, the 9 acre site hosts the Target Corp. store, built in 2006.
Read a detailed account of the aftermath of the fire in the New Haven
Register article from May 15, 2001.
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Mail carriers deliver donations to Salvation Army in Ansonia
Saturday was 26th annual 'Stamp Out Hunger' food drive
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - The food pantry at the
Salvation Army Greater Valley got
a huge boost Saturday thanks to the
26th annual Letter Carriers’ Food
Drive.
Ansonia postal workers arrived in
USPS trucks and delivered bags
filled with non-perishable food
items to volunteers awaiting their
arrival.
I was there as a member of the
Salvation Army’s Advisory Board
to photograph the behind-the-scenes work that
goes into helping our less fortunate neighbors. It
was good to see so many city residents heeded
the request to give.
The three folks working/volunteering Saturday to
organize the food diligently checked each can for
dents, and each item for its expiration date.
That’s when I learned that some of the
generosity I thought I was observing was not
generous at all. A portion of the donations
had expiration dates that went back to at
least 2013.
I don’t want to guess on how much food had
to be discarded but it was a quite a bit. The
worst offender was a jar of jelly that had a
‘best before’ date of 2005. Seeing that was
discouraging. (see photo)
I found another donation to be appalling: a
half-empty box of pasta. Did someone really
think that was OK?
I learned that tuna, peanut butter, and onepound boxes of pasta were the most popular
donations.
It was an interesting afternoon.
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