More of the Best of the Valley

December 10, 2018

Veterans, officials remember Pearl Harbor at ceremony in Ansonia
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Elected officials joined veterans and
residents Friday at Veterans Park to mark the
77th anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
The Japanese Empire’s aerial attack on a U.S.
Naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on Dec. 7,
1941 thrust the United States into World War II.
More than 2,400 Americans were killed in that
attack.
At the annual remembrance ceremony Mayor
David S. Cassetti said Americans need to pause to
reflect on the heroic acts that occurred on that
fateful day.
U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, a member of the
Senate Armed Services Committee, said the
nation needs to be “more vigorous and vigilant”
than ever because it faces the threat of a cyber
attack. “We should never have a fair fight, “ he
said. “We have to have superiority.”
State Sen. George S. Logan, R-Ansonia, attended
the ceremony as did Shelton Mayor Mark Lauretti.
Patrick Freeman, commander, Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 597 Comcowich-Carver, served as guest
speaker as he has in the past.
He is a disabled Vietnam War veteran who served
in the 159th Engineering Group, 41st Port
Construction Combat Engineers.
Freeman said, “We need to continue to educate
about our history, as history is becoming a dying
art. If we don’t learn from our mistakes, we are
doomed to repeat them.”
He thanked Cassetti for holding the ceremony.
“We hold patriots in our prayers and in our
Artic clecontinues on Page 2
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St. Peter and St. Paul Catholic War
Veterans Firing Squad fired a volley and
Bernard Williamson of John H. Collins
Post 24, American Legion, in Derby,
played Taps.
Peter J. Danielczuk served as master of
ceremonies. Kazmierz Brejwo,
Quartermaster, VFW Post 597,
Comcowich-Carver, led the Pledge of
Allegiance. Brejwo was commended for
his many years of organizing the
ceremony.
The Rev. Russell Lesiw, pastor, Seymour
Evangelical Baptist Church, led the
invocation and benediction.

Online at: www.seymourcares.org
Stop by CARES: 115 Silvermine Road, Seymour
From noon - 1:00 PM
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Valley Arts Council to celebrate gallery opening in Ansonia
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - The arts have arrived downtown.
Rich DiCarlo, Valley Arts Council president, is recovering from major surgery but he says he’s ready and able to
celebrate the grand opening Tuesday of Main Street Gallery.
He has invited the community to join him and Mayor David S. Cassetti to a ribbon cutting at 1 p.m. at the gallery,
258 Main St., directly across from City Hall.
DiCarlo said the city has been in the process of a downtown renaissance, “and no renaissance can be complete
without arts and culture.”
The Valley Arts Council has long been touted as a "connecting thread between those who are artists and those who
wish to experience the arts,” DiCarlo said.
The Council will be partnering with local businesses on a series of ongoing projects and activities to stimulate
creativity, he said.
After-school and weekend art programs for students, along with a designated "Student Artist of the Month" space
in the gallery, adult art programs, art walks, art in the park, are some of the plans in the works, DiCarlo said.
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Holiday marketplace in Ansonia kicks off festive season
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Vendors displaying crafts, artwork,
handmade soaps, jewelry, baked goods, and more
filled the Holiday Marketplace last week at the
Ansonia Armory.
The third annual event was sponsored by the
Ansonia Cultural Commission.
I was happy to meet
several of the
Ansonia High
School Global
Scholars who were
there selling candy
apples that they had
made. They are raising funds
throughout the year for a planned
trip to France and Italy in the
spring.
The walls of a hallway were lined
with festive handmade wreaths
being raffled off to benefit the
Ansonia Animal Shelter.
I bought some tickets to support
the shelter and won a natureinspired wreath made
from burlap that now
hangs on our dining room
wall. (See photo below).
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