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Memorial Day Parade Association to honor Ansonia native, 99
By Rich DiCarlo
Coordinator
Ansonia Memorial Day Parade
Special to The Valley Voice

ANSONIA - The Ansonia Memorial Day Parade pays homage to those who
gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.
The parade is the epitome of small town parades across the nation.
The tradition brings back memories of a simpler time. One who holds
those memories close to his heart is city native James ‘Jay’ Murphy, a
World War II Army veteran who now lives in Minnesota.
It recently came to Mayor David S. Cassetti’s attention that Murphy’s wish
for his 99th birthday was to march in the parade with Eagle Hose, Hook &
Ladder Company.
Maryellen Murphy, Jay’s daughter, is his full-time caregiver and driver.
She contacted Pat Henri, who is adjutant of the American Legion GordonViselli Post 50 in Ansonia and a senior chief petty officer in the Naval
Reserve. “He in turn contacted the mayor and me and we began the
process to see how we could help. Donations were coming up short of the
necessary goal of $1,500.”

Jay Murphy photographed in 2016

Maryellen had planned to drive him from her home in Minnesota to Connecticut.
But in April her 2009 Subaru engine blew. This required reassigning the allocated funds for the trip into a
replacement car. This situation forced them to cancel their travel plans. Her Dad has limited income and everything
they do is designed to have him live at home. This trip was above and beyond their resources.
One of the organizations that had been scheduled to march in the parade canceled, freeing up funds in the
Ansonia Memorial Day Parade Association budget covering all aspects of the parade. That includes flags for the
grave stones, marchers, bands, supplies, promotion, and miscellaneous expenses for funding the event.
When I contacted Maryellen and told her the news, her father was ecstatic. She said he had been depressed and not
expecting to attend this year’s parade.
Maryellen said Jay was heartsick for Ansonia, especially the magical experience of small town parade camaraderie.
“He is experiencing some memory issues but nothing seriously debilitating,” she said. “At 98 he is a gem and a
whippersnapper, fit as a fiddle, dancing with the ladies at Mancini's Char House here in St. Paul, regularly holding
court Friday and Saturday evenings.”
Maryellen has kept him in shape with daily walks and fitness exercises.
She said, “He is determined and so am I in getting us to Connecticut for this treasured experience that he has
participated in since his grammar school days and wouldn't miss it for the world!”
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Derby Historical Society to feature exhibit on Charles S. Tatten

ANSONIA - The Derby Historical Society will be unveiling a temporary exhibit of a member from the famed
CT 29th Regiment of Connecticut Infantry Colored Volunteers.
Items belonging to 1st Sergeant Charles S. Tatten will be on display including original photographs, personal
items and unpublished works penciled by this man.
1st Sergeant Tatten was first assigned to the 29th Regiment in 1863 as Pvt., where he quickly rose in rank to
Corporal, and then to one of 8 officers of Company A. He resided in Ansonia for nearly 30 years after the Civil
War, where he was appointed as the first police officer of color for a period of 19 years. The crowning glory
of this collection is an ode to the Great Emancipator, President Abraham Lincoln.
A copy of Tatten’s handwritten Memorial Day memoir will be read aloud during the official opening, June 23
at 11 a.m. at the David Humphreys House, 37 Elm St, Ansonia. Soft refreshments will be served.
A $10 per person donation is appreciated to help support future exhibits. Hours for the event are 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.
This exhibit is made possible, in part, with the generous support of the VCF

This is a press release from Derby Historical Society, a regional historical society dedicated to
preserving, maintaining and celebrating the rich and varied history of the Lower Naugatuck Valley. The
Derby Historical Society welcomes all visitors and is also available to support researchers, school or
other program needs. Staff offices are located at the Sarah Riggs Humphreys House, 37 Elm St.
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Work on the new Big Y Supermarket on New Haven Avenue in Derby continues this week. -- Photo by Patricia Villers

OXFORD - The Ride/Walk for Children at Quarry Walk will take place on June 9 at 300 Oxford Road.
This fun community event benefits BHcare’s Parent Child Resource Center (PCRC).
The event features 15, 36 or 53 mile bike routes plus a new MEGA uphill challenge and a 2k walk.
This year’s walk is in honor of Wade Michael Prajer. We also have a 2K scenic walk.
New this year is our FREE Family Fun Day featuring live music, craft beer, food trucks, bounce
houses, stunt bike shows by Mike Steidley, a kids' bike parade and so much more!
You can inspire smiles, strengthen families, build confidence, save a child, and create a brighter
future, not only for the families at PCRC, but for our entire community.
This is a press release from PCRC, a division of BHcare. Contact: Danielle DeLong at (203) 446-9739
x1307 or Ddelong@bhcare.org

Register Here
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