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Ansonia School Readiness program provides early learning skills
ANSONIA - The state-funded Ansonia School Readiness program provides
Ansonia families with children (ages 2 years, 9 months to 5 years) access to highquality, early childhood education that promotes health and safety and prepares
children for school.
According to Krista Gambino, Ansonia School Readiness Coordinator, Since
2004, Ansonia Public Schools has received the funding and through use of the
School Readiness Coordinator has provided more than 125 preschool children a
high-quality education.
The program is NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) accredited.
The School Readiness Program adheres to the philosophy that children learn through play. It is centered on the belief that each
child is a unique learner with his/her own cultural identity, learning style, and developmental pattern.
The staff in each program make use of open-ended
materials and hands-on activities to help children
develop socially, intellectually, physically and
emotionally. Teachers foster each child’s sense of
himself/herself as an individual and promote their selfesteem.
The Valley Early Childhood Regional Council oversees
the School Readiness programs in Ansonia, Derby,
Seymour, and Shelton. It is comprised of school system
personnel, representatives from the city and area agencies, as well as directors from each School Readiness Program.
The Council is dedicated to providing leadership to quality programs for children, ongoing professional development for
teachers, linking resources to strengthen families, ensuring all Valley children are prepared for Kindergarten, and promoting
open communication among community stakeholders.
Programs that receive School Readiness funding are Ansonia Public Schools Pre-K, 115 Howard Ave., Julia Day Nursery, 76
Central St., TEAM Early Education, 80 Howard Ave., and Valley YMCA Child Care Center, 32 Howard Ave.
Each site offers full-day/full-year programs open 50 weeks a year, Monday through Friday, and are
for working families who need a six-10 hour day.
Part-Day/Part Year programming is offered at the Ansonia Public Schools Pre-K which, in addition to
full-day/full-year, offers weekdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., or weekdays from 8:45-11:15 a.m., and follow
the school year schedule.
The district also received funding for Smart Start at Ansonia Public Schools’ Pre-K at Mead School.
The program follows the Mead School schedule of 8 a.m. -2 p.m. and follows the Ansonia school year schedule. The cost is
based on a sliding fee scale established by the state of Connecticut.
Information from Ansonia School Readiness
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•

Families with children ages 2 years 9 months (in September) to 5 years of age can register
early to hold their spot for the Fall.

•

Ansonia families with children eligible for Kindergarten (5 years old by January 1) are
invited to register their child in the Ansonia Public Schools Pre-K office located in the
portables behind the Ansonia Middle School on Day Street.

•

Early registration for Pre-K will take place in the Ansonia School Readiness Office located in
the portables behind the Ansonia Middle School on Day St.

•

Derby families registering for Kindergarten and Pre-K will go to the Ansonia Middle School
gym.

•

More details to follow.

All families can visit our Family Fun Fair in which they can participate in many fun, engaging
activities sponsored by various community agencies and programs including:
-

The Ansonia Nature Center
Griffin Safe Kids
Ansonia Little League
And more

For more information, please contact Krista Gambino, Ansonia School Readiness Coordinator
at 203-736-5052 or kgambino@ansonia.org
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Derby health practice holds
grand opening
DERBY - Twin Peaks Counseling founder
Dayne Bachmann Monday celebrated the
opening of the mental health practice
with a ribbon cutting and open house.
Mayor Richard Dziekan congratulated
Bachmann and welcomed the facility to
Derby.
“This is my third ribbon cutting [since
becoming mayor in December] and I’m
excited that Derby is being seen as a
destination and not a drive-through,” he
said.
The practice is located at 111 New Haven
Ave.
http://www.twinpeakscounseling.com/

What season is it anyway?
This view of Pickett’s Pond at Osbornedale State Park in Derby was taken on a recent winter’s day. Yet,
this may be illusory - if you look closely, you might even think it’s summer instead. I see an azure sea
with gentle whitecaps breaking at the shore. And I see the horizon with fair weather clouds above a
calm sea. We know what season it is actually - however, it almost feels like a warm day here. What do
you see?
- Photo by Patricia Villers
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WALK-INS WELCOME
Registration by e-mail: mofomf@aol.com
Questions: please call or e-mail
Mike Florence, 203-736-4000; momof@aol.com

RSVP to Cathi at
203-732-1337 or ckellett@griffinhelth.org
by April 2, 2018
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