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Shelton's Marks of Design marks re-opening in Shelton plaza
By Patricia Villers
SHELTON - Last week’s grand re-opening of Marks of Design in its new location at 389
Bridgeport Ave. brought back memories from many moons ago.
I wrote a story for the New Haven Register about goldsmith and jewelry designer Kate Marks
when she opened her shop at 500 Howe Ave. That was 1999.
Since then Kate has grown her business that features custom-designed diamond engagement
rings, gemstone jewelry, and more.
She specializes in diamond buying, design,
restyling, repairs, and appraisals.
I’ve had several pieces of jewelry repaired over
the years at the shop. Before I had surgery in
2011 I couldn’t get my wedding rings off of my
finger. Kate cut them off for me and repaired
them back to their original glory. One would
have never known they had been cut in half!
Fast forward to my surgery in May, when I had
struggled to get my rings off once again. I did it myself this time, but after I
got home from the hospital the rings no longer fit. I have developed an Old
Lady Knuckle, as I call it, and my ring size has gotten much larger.
I brought them to Kate for her golden touch, and am looking forward to
seeing how she has combined them into a new piece.
I’m definitely not a high-maintenance person, but I do like jewelry!
Congratulations to Kate Marks and her family on the new store. I
wish them the best.
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Donate Life CT to host Toast to Life fundraiser in Middletown
Donate Life Connecticut is holding its ninth Annual Toast to Life
Fundraiser Sept. 6 from 6-9 p.m at the Wadsworth Mansion in Middletown.
This event honors organ and tissue donors, recipients, and those that died
waiting for a life-saving transplant.
Tickets are $40.
Donate Life CT was established in 1985 as The Connecticut Coalition for
Organ and Tissue Donation (CCOTD), affiliated with the national Donate
Life America based in Richmond, Va.
A non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation since 1996, this coalition consists of
volunteers sharing interest in educating about organ, eye, and tissue
donation.
The desire is to increase the number of transplants that save lives in Connecticut.
The mission of Donate Life Connecticut is to increase the number of registered organ and tissue donors through public
education and awareness of all Connecticut residents and beyond.
The organization hosts awareness programs throughout the state including community events and educational programs.
Donate Life notes that 95% of Americans are in favor of being a donor but only 54% are registered.
For anyone interested in joining the more than one million registered donors in Connecticut, you can register at
RegisterMe.org
They work with a number of organizations including New England Donor Services, the American Liver Foundation,
National Kidney Foundation, Department of Motor Vehicles, and the Yale-New Haven Transplant Center.
Learn more about the important mission of Donate Life CT:
• The website at https://www.ctorganandtissuedonation.org/about
• By e-mail at DonateLifeCT@gmail.com-
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