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Abundant Life Fellowship Ministries celebrates Black History Month
Inventors inspire audience; longtime Ansonia residents honored
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Ingenuity, longevity,
volunteerism.
These qualities were celebrated
Saturday during a program at
Abundant Life Fellowship Ministries
to mark Black History Month.
Software engineer Andre’ Gray, a
Belize-born Connecticut resident who
holds patents for many inventions,
was keynote speaker.
He is responsible for developing ring
tones for cell phones, electronic
ticketing for public events, and
electronic press kits.
Gray described the impact technology will
have on day-to-day life in the not-too-distant
future. He foresees major changes in areas
including artificial intelligence,
virtual reality, and block chain
technology.
Gray said artificial intelligence will
wipe out “many menial labor jobs,”
such as those in fast food
restaurants. He said robots will
prepare and serve food that you
order at a kiosk. Bank teller is
another job Gray foresees being
eliminated within 10 to 15 years.
He also developed Mind Over Matter
Technology, in which a person can
use a computer by inputting
thoughts, without needing a
keyboard or mouse.
Article continues on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

Gray said Connecticut currently has a digital
divide.
“We have to bring the under-performing
sector up to par,” he said. “No matter what
profession you choose, technology will be a
major part of your job description.”
Resident Lakesha Stines described her
invention, Sober Touch Sensoring, a
mechanism to prevent drunk driving. Stines
had a dream about developing the device
four years ago and has worked tirelessly on
the project with the help of a software
engineer and others, and has a patent
pending on it.
Sober Touch involves sensors that detect
alcohol on a driver's hands that will prevent
an inebriated person from
starting and driving a car.
Stines said it will replace the
current breathalyzer system in
cars that can be circumvented
by having a sober person
breathe into the equipment,
allowing the car to be driven.
Longtime residents who have
made major contributions to
the community were honored.
They included Alphonso
Smith, Lily Douglas, Florence
Ford, and Flora Jett.
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Shelton High School announces fall 2018-19 SCC scholar athletes
The Shelton High School Athletic Department and the Southern Connecticut
Conference is pleased to announce the Fall 2018-19 Shelton High School SCC
Scholar Athletes, Mackenzie Joyce and Brian Berritto.
The Valley-Voice congratulates them as they continue in their educational and
athletic endeavors. Thanks goes to SHS Athletic Director John Niski, their
coaches and school administrators for showcasing these student athletes.

Brian Berritto
Football, Boys’ Basketball
Class Rank: 70 / 357
GPA: 3.9
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Honor Society
SHS Honor Roll
World Language Italian Honor Society
New Haven Tap-Off Club Scholar Athlete
Boys’ Basketball Captain
All-SCC Basketball
CHSCA All-State Basketball
Varsity Football
1000 point basketball scorer
SHS Student of the Month

“Brian has had a phenomenal season and a great high school
basketball career; He is a great person. He treats everyone
with respect, he does well in school, he makes good life
decisions, and he works hard. He’s a great example for the
younger players to follow.”
Brian Gardiner
SHS Boys’ Basketball Coach

Mackenzie Joyce
Girls Soccer & Basketball
Class Rank: 82 / 357
GPA: 3.7
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Honor Society
SHS Honor Roll
World Language Italian Honor Society
AP Scholar
SCC All-Academic Team
SHS Girls Soccer Team captain
SHS Girls Basketball Team Captain
All-SCC Soccer
Special Olympics volunteer
SHS Student of the Month

“Mackenzie has been an excellent example of hard work and
dedication. She is the vocal and emotional leader of our defense
all season. She has also been great in working with our younger
players as a true captain.”
Joe Cavallaro
SHS Girls’ Basketball Coach

The SCC Scholar Athlete of the Month program is sponsored by Great Blue Research and recognizes student athletes
who have a minimum of a B (3.0) overall and earn a varsity letter. Student athletes also demonstrate leadership
qualities by being a positive role model both on and off the field and show commitment to self-improvement and put
their team before themselves.For more information please contact the Shelton Athletic Dept.
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CHOICES available to area Medicare recipients offered at Center for Disability
Rights, Agency on Aging
WEST HAVEN - The CHOICES program helps older adults and other people with
Medicare coverage understand their Medicare coverage and healthcare options.
CHOICES offers a number of free programs, as well as community outreach, and
information and referral services on a wide variety of topics.
Carmen Correa-Rios is a certified CHOICES counselor at the Center For Disability
Rights. She can be reached at (203)-934-7077 Ext. 14. Please schedule an
appointment with her if you need assistance.
You can also contact the Agency on Aging of South Central Connecticut which
administers the CHOICES program in the south central region of Connecticut.
Appointments are highly recommended so that dedicated time can be set aside for
you.

The CHOICES program is available for the Valley towns of Ansonia,
Derby, Oxford, Seymour and Shelton along with 15 other towns in
southern Connecticut.

Lizzie's Corner in Seymour to celebrate Dr Seuss' Birthday
SEYMOUR - Join the folks at
Lizzie's Corner
Consignment and Gifts March
2 to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s
Birthday and Read Across
America!
There will be refreshments, Cat
in the Hat reading and more!
All ages welcome. Please bring
cat food or towels to give to the
animal shelter in honor of The
Cat in the Hat.
Lizzie's Corner Consignment
and Gifts is at 36 Bank St. For
information call 203-888-1030.
*Shared from a Facebook event
page.
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