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Emmett O'Brien students in Ansonia create cranes for cancer patients
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Colorful cranes carefully created out of paper by ninth
and 10th-graders at Emmett O’Brien Technical High School will offer
peaceful thoughts to those undergoing
cancer treatment.
That was the message Thursday from a
grateful Mary Goggi, chaplain at
Smilow Cancer Center at Yale-New
Haven Hospital in New Haven.
She visited O’Brien, where he husband
is a teacher, to collect boxes of the
origami birds - with inspirational words
written on them - to give to the
Integrative Medicine Unit staff for
distribution.
Goggi, an Ansonia resident, said to the
students, “I am so blessed to be in your
presence. You have no idea
what this will mean to the
patients.”
The students started making the
cranes last December under the
direction of art teacher Julie
Criscuolo.
She said the meaning behind
the 1,000 cranes is based on the
story of Sadako Sasaki, a twoyear old Japanese girl exposed
to radiation from the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima in 1945.
Sasaki developed leukemia, and
when she was 12 she set a goal
to make 1,000 origami cranes
while she was hospitalized.
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Emmett O'Brien students in Ansonia create cranes for cancer patients
Continued from P.1
Principal Laurie LeBouthillier commended the students’ community
project. “These cranes are going to bring joy” to patients, she said. The
birds symbolize peace, and are given to those who are ill to wish for their
recovery.
Student Christopher Kulas said, “It’s very much a positive thing to do. We
took old paper and recycled it (to make the cranes). Once you learn how to
do it, it’s simple.”

Ansonia removing graffiti from
buildings, utility poles, walls in city
ANSONIA - The city is erasing more than 50
graffiti tags on public and private buildings,
churches, utility poles, and walls on Main Street,
North Main Street, East Main Street, North State
Street, Holbrook Street, Tremont Street, Liberty
Street, and Fourth Street.
More than 300 tags have been permanently
removed by Trans-Clean of Stratford since last
fall. The organic-based cleaning formula
provides complete paint removal from brick,
rock, metal, and wood poles.
*This post is shared from the City of Ansonia
Facebook page.
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Scenes from Saturday's Derby Day festival
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - Saturday’s overcast skies failed
to dampen Derby Day on the Green and
along Elizabeth Street.
Daughter Allegra and I enjoyed listening to
an outstanding ‘80s tribute band, The Pop
Rocks. She liked the “old” tunes, and I
reminisced about life in decades past!
Bethany-based band, Creamery Station,
was scheduled to perform later in the day.
Its Facebook page says the band is
influenced by the Allman Brothers,
Grateful Dead, B.B. King, and more.
A gyroscope ride
caught our eye.
(See photo at top
right). Riding that
contraption is not for
the faint of heart!
St. Mary-St. Michael
held its 10th annual
Housy Duck Race. See
the winners here.
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Valley Shakespeare Festival to perform Thornton Wilder’s Our Town
SHELTON - Free Shakespeare In the Park will be
performing Thornton Wilder’s Our Town July 12 through
July 15th at 7:30 p.m.
It is being held at Veteran’s Memorial Park, 38 Canal Street
East.
This Pulitzer Prize-winning play written 81-years ago, tells
the story of a small New England town and the everyday
lives of its citizens.
This American classic comes to life in Veteran's Memorial
Park and promises to be an incredible night out for the
entire family.
The shows are FREE, however, a $10 donation is
suggested.
https://www.vsfestival.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyShakespeareFestival/
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