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Griffin Hospital celebrates longtime volunteer on her 100th birthday
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - A wonderful celebration for a wonderful
centenarian. That’s the best way to describe an
emotion-filled event I attended Friday at Griffin
Hospital.
Staff and volunteers honored long-time hospital
volunteer and beloved joke-teller Nellie Hapak with a
party on her 100th birthday.
How did she get to the century mark? She’s happy to
credit decades of using Oil of Olay as her secret to
looking younger than her years. Nellie said she
attributes her youthfulness to the beauty liquid.
“There has never been a day when I do not apply
makeup, even if I have no place to go,” she said.
Nellie was born on March 23, 1919 in Derby. She and
her husband, Joseph Hapak, were married for 32
years until his passing.
As Nellie says, she is “filled with jokes.” They’re always the same, but she
manages to make all who hear them laugh each and every time.
I’m happy to say I’m acquainted with Nellie, and her big bag of jokes.
The saying is true: It’s all about delivery. And hers is top-notch.
Nellie is an inspirational
and beloved member of our
‘Circle of Friends’ breast
cancer support group at
Griffin.
She livens up our
Christmas dinner the
hospital graciously gives us
each year.
Continued on P.2
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Griffin Hospital celebrates longtime volunteer on her 100th birthday
Continued from P.1
Our group’s co-facilitators Joyce Grohe and Donna Hayes
presented Nellie with cards, well wishes, and a colorful bouquet,
and spoke about how much she means to all in our Circle of
Friends.
Nellie has logged more than 19,000 volunteer hours - at the
information desk, gift shop, and the Hewitt Center for Breast
Wellness - over the past 32 years.
Griffin President/CEO Patrick Charmel had a large banner
featuring a photo of Nellie and thanking her for her 19,000 of
volunteer hours posted on the hospital building near the
entrance. He said he is sending her to Foxwoods resort for
another celebration, after learning Nellie doesn’t fly. Charmel
had planned to give her a trip to Las Vegas to continue the
celebration.
Charmel contacted Procter & Gamble, he said, and hopes they
send Nellie a lifetime supply of Oil of Olay, or at the very least
make her a spokesmodel for the beauty fluid.
Retired music teacher and Griffin volunteer Claudia Csuka read aloud
the Vital Patient Story she wrote about Nellie. The biography/memoir
also was printed in the
program.
“Laughter, people, and
Oil of Olay make my
day,” Nellie said. “I
would end with a joke,
but you have heard
them all already, after
all I am 100!”
Marge Deegan, vice
president, ambulatory
services, is Nellie’s
niece and
goddaughter. She
talked about life in
1919, the year her aunt was born. Woodrow Wilson was
President, a loaf of bread cost less than a dime, and average life
expectancy for women was 54.
Sister Mary Bernard Wiecezak offered a prayer, and several
employees also honored Nellie.
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New Derby Cultural Commission ready to get to work
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - Helping to change the perception of the state’s smallest
city is the goal of the new Derby Cultural Commission.
The group held its first meeting Monday at City Hall. It is
comprised of many talented, concerned citizens who hail from
diverse backgrounds.
"We intend on bringing back the glory days of a few years ago,”
assistant commission chairman Rich DiCarlo said. “The events
seemed to have catered to a certain demographic. We want
everyone to partake in what Derby has to offer. The people are what
makes this town great!”
DiCarlo, President of the Valley Arts Council, has been instrumental
in turning things around in neighboring Ansonia in recent years.
Dani Soto, a Bridgeport police officer, has worked with DiCarlo on
city events for many years and is returning as chairman.
"We expect great things from what I am certain is a great team. I can't wait to get things started," Soto said.
The commission’s first event is the Great Derby Egg Hunt, DiCarlo said. “Kids from Pre-K to 5th Grade will be able
to search for the Golden eggs on the Derby Green April 20 at 11 a.m. sharp,” he said.
The Easter Bunny will visit children along with magician Chris Lengyel, who will perform at the gazebo.
There will be candy and prizes (for those who find the three Golden Eggs).
"The commission plans to revamp all of the city events including what was Derby Day,” DiCarlo said. “It will
undergo some major transformations under its new inception as a good old fashioned town festival." DiCarlo has
more than 25 years’ experience running successful festivals in New York and Connecticut.
Visit the new Facebook page, "LIKE" it, and follow for upcoming events and activities! https://
www.facebook.com/The-Derby-Cultural-Commission-2297717290467586/--
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Parents...are you looking to resolve conflicts in the
home between:
*Sibling/Sibling
*Sibling/Parent
*Parent/Parent encounters?
Attend this FREE family workshop presented by Shoreline
Wellness Behavioral Health Clinic! Dinner will be provided!

Date: Tuesday, April 23, 2019
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Where: Derby Public Library
Please RSVP
to Krista
or
Please
respondGambino
by April 15kgambino@ansonia.org
to Krista Gambino
kgambino@ansonia.org
203-736-5052
203-736-5052 by or
April
15th
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