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Ansonia students learn to build video games in after-school program
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Students at John C. Mead and John G.
Prendergast schools have discovered building a video
game is not child’s play.
It takes learning technical skills, focus, and determination.
About 40 of them recently completed an after-school
program in which they learned to write code and create
video games using Bloxels.
The session offered for
students in Grades 4-6 ran
three times a week for 10
weeks at both elementary
schools.
The nonprofit Life Health
and Wellness Center, Inc.,
ran the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Math) program in
partnership with the
Ansonia Board of
Education, said Leslie
Youngblood, CEO of Life
Health and Wellness.
Last week celebrations were
held at each school.
Students received
certificates of completion
and were treated to pizza
and more for a dinner with
their parents.
Rosie Jones-Clarke was the
director of the Mead School
program and Patrice
McLeod ran the
same program at
Prendergast.
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“The kids have stepped forward, leaned in, and learned to speak in public,“ Jones-Clarke told parents at the Mead
celebration last week. “We all know how hard it is to speak, sing, or dance in front of others. It’s all about
stretching,” Jones-Clarke said.
Mead Assistant Principal John Coppola thanked parents for
having their children participate in the sessions. He said
knowledge of coding and programming will be vital in the
future.

DeLauro congratulates Ansonia woman on drunk-driving invention
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - U.S. Rep. Rosa L. DeLauro recently recognized resident Lakesha
Stines who invented an anti-drunk driving device called Sober Touch Sensoring.
Stines has spent the past several years developing an idea she has that would
prevent motor vehicle fatalities where alcohol is a factor. The device would
prevent a car from starting if the driver is drunk.
She said her invention came to her in a dream after learning of a friend’s tragic
loss because of a drunk-driving accident. Stines was first affected by drunk
driving at age 9 when she tragically lost a woman who had been a second mother
to her. The woman was nine months’ pregnant when she was struck and killed by
a drunk driver.
Stines is determined to have her dream become a reality
and has been working hard to get the word out about the
device.
In the past year she has been featured on two magazine
covers, and has been the focus of several newspaper
stories. She also been interviewed on television news, radio
talk shows, and podcasts. In February U.S. Sen. Richard
Blumenthal presented her with a certificate of recognition
for her invention.
Stines’ work has been recognized by UP WORDS, a
magazine based in India that features inspirational stories
of ordinary individuals.
She received a letter from the magazine that said in part:
“UP WORDS, in conjunction with Swapno Sondhan, an
NGO using value education as a vehicle of community
development is pleased to announce that it will hold the
First Annual “Every Day Hero” Award Gala on September
22, 2019 at Baruipur, Kolkata, India, and you have been
chosen by the Selection Committee to receive an award
based on your inspirational work.”
Click picture for larger view of letter.
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