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Derby Historical Society's open house offers glimpse of the past
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Stepping back in time to learn local history is a wonderful way to
spend a crisp autumn afternoon.
I did just that Sunday when I attended an open house hosted by the Derby
Historical Society at the Humphreys House.
The house at 37 Elm St. was the birthplace in 1752 of David Humphreys, a
Revolutionary war hero who was aide-de-camp to Gen. George Washington. He
later became a successful businessman in Humphreysville, which is modern-day
Seymour.
I took a tour of the Elm Street cemetery directly across from the historic house.
Full disclosure: My docent daughter was the guide.
The graveyard was the site of the first Episcopal church in Derby. The Rev.
Richard Mansfield served as the pastor for 72 years,
from 1748-1820.
He is buried in the graveyard at the spot where the
church had been located.
Article continues on P.2
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Church members originally wanted to put the church on the North Common across from what is now the Ansonia
Police Department at 2 Elm St.
In 1738 John Holbrook donated the land for the church
and cemetery and the church was built in 1746.
The tiny church was later moved across the street and
attached to the Humphreys House to be used as a summer
kitchen. Today it serves as a gift shop.
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Ansonia Lodge recognized for support of Best Buddies
ANSONIA – A small act of kindness can lead to
recognition at the highest level.
Shawn Venson is a custodian at AMS a member of the
James H. Wilkins Lodge #9 Ansonia Lodge. He learned
that several teachers were covering the costs for a monthly
pizza lunch for a group of students.
The Best Buddies program was established at the start of
the 2017-18 year by Julie Chmielewski, a speech and
language pathologist.
Several of those students are disabled and are enrolled in a
life skills program that focuses on performing activities of
daily living. These students are paired with non-disabled
students, who act as their peer buddy.
This summer, Chmielewski applied to the Valley
Community Foundation for funding for the Best Buddies
Program, to cover the cost of field trips for these students.
VCF approved the grant, which will provide $3,300 for the
program this year.
“The money will allow us to bring the students into the community so they can visit several service locations in
town, including the Ansonia Library, and the Ansonia Nature Center,” Chmielewski said.
“They will also be able to go to Ansonia High School to see the Life Skills Program, which focuses on pre-vocational
training.”
Venson was moved to engage the Wilkins Lodge in finding ways to assist Best Buddies
“We’re all about helping our community,” said Venson, describing the work of the Lodge. After speaking with
Chmielewski, he informed Lodge members, and they agreed.
Many of the members, who are senior citizens, contributed their own money, and the lodge also agreed to
contribute 10% of all future fundraisers to the Best Buddies Program.
“It’s on our agenda every month,” Venson added.
The Wilkins Lodge will also continue to provide money for the monthly lunches for the students and their peer
buddies, Venson noted.
Chmielewski shared one more touching story about the support of the Masons. One of their members passed away
two weeks ago. “I told the students about it, and we did a lesson about bereavement,” she said. “The students
wanted to make cards to give to the lodge to express their sadness.”
Impressed by the kindness shown by Best Buddies, Venson carried the the cards with him to the Freemasons
national conference on Oct. 14 in Windsor.
“I passed the cards around” Venson said. “When I got them back, they were wrinkled and dog-eared. SoI knew that
everyone looked at them.”
Venson believes that the Lodge’s works with Best Buddies so impressed the conference attendees that they voted
the Wilkins Lodge #9 as their 2017-18 Lodge of the Year
The Award will be front and center at the Lodge’s next meeting, and Lodge members will be invited to visit AMS
for an upcoming pizza lunches.
Chmielewski said it will give her students the opportunity to thank them in person. “This is just unbelievable,” she
said. “It’s nice to know that people still care.”
Taken from a press release from Ansonia Public Schools

The Valley-Voice

October 23, 2018

Page 4

Shelton Historical Society to hold tour of Long Hill Burying Ground
SHELTON - Long Hill Burying Ground is
the city's oldest cemetery.
Located on Long Hill Avenue near the
intersection of Constitution Boulevard.,
it will be the location of a program, If
These Stones Could Talk, jointly
presented by the Shelton Historical
Society and the Long Hill Burying
Ground Association.
The event will be held on Saturday at 1
p.m. In the event of rain, it will be held at
1 p.m. Sunday.
The admission, benefitting both
associations, is $5 admission for adults
will benefit both organizations. Students
are welcome at no cost.
Presenter Marty Coughlin extensively
researched the history of the era so that
we may better understand those who
once lived in the region.
Learn more about Shelton’s early
individuals such as a Revolutionary War
private from a family with divided
loyalties, why Daniel Shelton was thrown
in jail, and more.
Because this is a walking tour,
appropriate clothing for weather
conditions and sturdy shoes are
recommended.
Parking along the street is limited.
For additional information and event
notices, please contact Tracey Tate at
203-925-1803 or visit the Shelton
Historical Society Web page and
Shelton History Center's Facebook
page.
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