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Festival-goers enjoy food, music, magic, more in downtown Ansonia
By Ralph Villers
ANSONIA - Unlike the scene on Main Street in any other month, the sight
Saturday of mums, hay bales, pumpkins, and
corn stalks added an old-fashioned charm.
They served as an autumnal backdrop to a
fun family friendly event, the Ansonia
Harvest Festival.
The weather was gray and chilly, not what
we hoped. However, the occasional sun
along with the bold and brilliant mums
added the visual warmth visitors and
vendors sought.
Yet, weather did not deter the day-long
stream of people from attending Ansonia’s
autumnal event.
The Harvest Festival is sponsored by the
Ansonia Cultural Commission.
More than 90 vendors lined both sides
of Main Street. It was a diverse and
eclectic selection of purveyors offering
original crafts, stylish retail, delectable
food, and more. If you were so inclined,
you could even adopt one of two
adorable Australian Cattle dog puppies.
One is not likely to find Australian
Cattle Dogs at any other street fair.
The food offerings were wide, ranging
from seafood to wings to Caribbean
cuisine to popcorn. Given Ansonia’s
reputation for great restaurants, the same
was more than true for the food vendors.
There was a demonstration by Seven Stars Martial Arts Academy that showcased the
respect, precision, and discipline - perfectly.
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Unique demonstrations were offered by Terry DiGiacomo-Galla of Tad-G Fitness
for Women of Ansonia. She showcased the Pound® cardio workout to music.
Utilizing special weighted drumsticks, the action was non-stop and frenetic. It even
attracted a young boy who seemed to pick up the routine almost immediately.
There were two magic acts, Chris Lengyel and a show by Presto Pete and
Incredulous Chris, aka: Pete Chris Entertainment. Their show is designed for kids
and it worked perfectly with the children squealing and laughing in approval at
every gag.
Music was a major part o the day beginning with
the talented Patty Rimkunas of Seymour who
beautifully performed the National Anthem.
Finally, The Classics performed 1960s Soul and
R&B hits. Songs included the 1965 James
Brown hit Papa's Got a Brand New Bag
with the singer moving in the trademark
classic live James Brown dance moves.
The group played other songs of the
era’s genre from The Temptations,
Delfonics, Smokey Robinson, and more.
The crowd sang along and appeared to
absolutely love their performance
The 2017 version of the Harvest Festival
let the world know that it is an event that
draws you in by offering something for
everyone. Despite the weather.

Acknowledgements for a fabulous Harvest Festival
An event like the Harvest Festival doesn't occur in a vacuum it takes the efforts of many to make this day as great as it was.
As Ansonia Cultural Commission chairman, I wish to
acknowledge:
The Ansonia Cultural Commission:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Adrienne Duhancik
George Pudimat
Crystal Gontarz
Crystal White
Rich DiCarlo
Renee Simpson

Ansonia Public Works
Ansonia Police Department
Ansonia Finance
City of Ansonia
• Mayor David S. Cassetti
• Dave Connelly
The amazing vendors!
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