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GOP lawmakers urge opposition to tolls at Derby forum
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - Does Connecticut need tolls?
More than 120 people filled Aldermanic Chambers at
City Hall Wednesday for an informational forum
about a proposal to bring tolls back to the state.
The forum was the first of several being sponsored by
Republican lawmakers storngly opposed to tolls. They
urged residents to continue to fight the proposal.
The majority of those in attendance appeared to
oppose the plan.
Gov. Ned Lamont has said tolls are needed to fund
Connecticut’s transportation budget to repair
crumbling highways and bridges, and improve train
and bus service.
The proposal calls for installing more than 50 overhead tolling gantries on 330 miles of
road.
Sen. Henri Martin, R-Bristol, and state Rep. Laura Devlin, R-Fairfield, ranking members of
the Transportation Committee, invited the community.
Local legislators who hosted the forum were state Sen. George S. Logan, R-Ansonia, House
Republican Leader Themis Klarides, R-Derby, and state Rep. Nicole Klarides-Ditria, RSeymour.
State Rep. Jason Perillo, R-Shelton, also attended the two-hour forum.
The legislators presented Prioritize Progess, a long-term transportation infrastructure
investment plan.
The goals are:
“1) Connecticut needs to improve transportation infrastructure to
make our state more competitive, create more opportunities for
economic growth and improve quality of life.
2) Connecticut needs to create a sustainable way to fund these
projects without asking more from CT taxpayers. We need to
better manage the money we have. “
Perillo asked the crowd for a show of hands if they were opposed
to tolls in Connecticut. Nearly every hand in the room shot up.
State Sen. George S. Logan, R-Ansonia, has been an outspoken
critic of the proposal from the start.
“Tolls are not a done deal,” Logan said. “Do not believe that
for a moment. The fight is still here. We must speak up.”
Resident Don North, who has been a small business owner
in the Valley for almost five decades, urged lawmakers to
“hold the line as best you can. Whether it’s 83, 55, or 52
(tolls) it’s going to increase. And the tolls’ (prices) are going
to increase. We know that’s going to happen.” North told
the lawmakers to make sure Route 8 isn’t part of the plan.
Stamford resident Patrick Sasser, founder of No Tolls CT,
said since he started his grassroots movement last year he
has gathered more than 90,000 signatures on an online
peitition. He thanked the lawmakers for holding
informational forums for Connecticut residents, and
asked everyone to sign the petition.
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Center Stage in Shelton to present I Remember Mama
SHELTON - Center Stage will close out its 14th season with the
heartwarming comic-drama, I Remember Mama, which opens
Friday at the theater at 54 Grove St.
The production will be directed by Center Stage founders, Gary
and Francesca Scarpa, who recently announced their retirement
as directors.
“People are asking us if this is our last production,” said Gary
Scarpa, “but the truth is we really don’t know at this time.”
“Our plan is to take a full year away from directing before we
decide if we want to direct again. If we still have energy in our
batteries at that point, we may want to direct a production now
and then at Center Stage. If not, it’s off to other ventures!”
“In the meantime, we leave things in the very capable hands of
our successor, Martin Scott Marchitto” Francesca Scarpa
added.”He is a highly talented theater professional, prepared to
lead Center Stage into a
prosperous future.”
Marchitto came onboard
at the theatre in January
as Associate Artistic
director.
I Remember Mama,by John Van Druten is based on Kathryn Forbes’
novel Mama's Bank Account, which was loosely based on her childhood. It is
a study of family life centered on a Norwegian immigrant family in San
Francisco early in the 20th
century.
The play premiered on Broadway on October 19, 1944 at the Music
Box Theatre in New York City, where it ran for 713 performances and
was nominated for 5 Tony Awards. The play was made into a 1948
film of the same name, which starred Irene Dunne in the titular role.
“We are so excited about bringing this wonderful family story to life on our stage,” said Gary Scarpa. It is a funny
and touching play about a loving family that can be enjoyed by the entire family!”
I Remember Mama plays at 8:00 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, March 29th through April 13th, with 2:00 p.m.
shows on March 31st, April 7th and April 14th, and a 7:00 p.m. show on April 11th. The theatre is located at 54
Grove Street, Shelton, CT. For tickets: 203-225-6079 or www.centerstageshelton.org
Center Stage Theatre is a non-profit organization, founded in 2005 by the Scarpas. The theater presents a full season of five
productions. Center Stage's purpose is to enhance the cultural environment within its community; to present high quality
theatrical productions at affordable prices; to encourage growth and education through the performing arts; and to provide
a means for interested adults, teens and children to experience and participate in various aspects of live theater.
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