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Piece of Ansonia history preserved in plaque presented to Cassetti
Created from slice of century-old tulip tree
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Mayor David S. Cassetti’s love for his hometown’s
history was recognized earlier this week when resident Darlene
Zawisza presented him with a hand-made plaque.
The artwork, created by Zawisza and her husband, Gary, was
fashioned out of a piece of wood from a century-old tulip tree on
South Cliff Street.
The tree that had stood near the parking lot of Christ Episcopal
Church across from Ansonia Library was taken down in November.
The plaque features a photo of Cassetti waving to the crowd at a
Memorial Day parade.
Zawisza said she decoupaged the photo onto the slice of wood her
husband had sanded and oiled.
“This is awesome,” Cassetti said in his office after he was surprised with the gift. “I can remember this tree from when I
was a little kid.”
Public Works Director Mike D’Alessio said the tree needed to come down. “Branches were breaking off,” he said. “We
were afraid one might hit a person or a car.”
Sections of the trunk were brought to Public Works and Zawisza, a secretary at Public Works, took a slice home to make
the plaque. She also created an information booklet with text and photos of when the tree was cut down.
Cassetti asked D’Alessio to hang it outside of the mayor’s office, next to the portrait of Mayor Michael Impellitteri, an
Ansonia native who served as mayor of New York City from 1950-53.
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On the Ansonia hilltop, this little bird
forages for breakfast, camouflaged
in grasses almost taller than he/she.
- Photo by
Patricia Villers

Center Stage Youth CONNection to hold auditions for Annie
SHELTON - Center Stage artistic director Gary Scarpa has
announced auditions for the theater's summer production of Annie.
Auditions will take place from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on May 23, for
high school and college students, and from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on May 26th, for elementary school girls.
Annie will be performed at Shelton High School from July 27 to
Aug. 4. This classic production won seven Tony Awards in 1977,
including Best Musical. The play features Broadway classics like
Tomorrow, You're Never Fully Dressed Without a Smile, and I Don't
Need Anything but You.
The production will celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Youth
CONNection, which was founded by Scarpa and his wife Francesca,
with whom he will co-direct the production, in 1983.
Youth CONNection is a summer theater company for high school and college students. The group also casts children when
the show calls for younger performers as is the case with Annie.
"We're really excited about bringing one of our favorite shows back to the
stage," said Scarpa "I remember seeing the show in 1977, when it swept the
Tony Awards, and loving it. This upcoming production will mark our fifth time
doing Annie as a directing team.”
Annie tells the story of a irrepressible young orphan who, in the midst of
the Great Depression, must live in a miserable orphanage run by the
tyrannical, but comical, Miss Hannigan. Annie's seemingly hopeless
situation changes dramatically when she is selected to spend a short
time at the residence of the wealthy munitions industrialist, Oliver
Warbucks.
Quickly, she charms the hearts of the household staff and even the
seemingly cold-hearted Warbucks cannot help but learn to love this
wonderful girl. He decides to help Annie find her long lost parents by
offering a reward if they would come to him and prove their identity.
There are two categories of eligibility for the auditions. Children must
be female, must be going into third grade (in September) or older, and must not be taller than five feet. High school and
college students (not older than 23) are also eligible.
"There is a host of wonderful roles," said Scarpa. "Besides the obvious roles like Annie and Daddy Warbucks, there are
more than 20 featured speaking and singing roles for high school and college students. All roles are open, and we are hoping
to see many candidates at the audition."
To sign up for an audition appointment and for further information about the audition and the show,
visit www.centerstageshelton.org or call 203-225-6079. Center Stage is located at 54 Grove Street in Shelton.
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