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Annual ceremony in Ansonia celebrates the legacy of Martin Luther King
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - A love for all humankind that epitomizes the legacy of the
late civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was celebrated
Monday at Macedonia Baptist Church.
Nearly 200 people attended an annual program on the MLK Day
holiday sponsored by the Valley Branch of the NAACP and the church.
Elected officials joined church members and Valley residents to sing,
pray, and remember King’s dedication to civil rights and equality for all
people.
King was assassinated at age 39 on April 4,1968 in Memphis, Tenn.
Ansonia NAACP President Greg Johnson called the holiday “a day on,
not a day off.” He said everyone needs to “keep on keeping on” to make
the world a better place.
Minister Bruce Goldson preached about being hopeful
for the future and the transfer of Presidential power
that will occur Friday. He also read several passages
from Scripture.
Speakers included the Rev. Alfred Smith, pastor of
Macedonia Baptist Church, the Rev. John Hinson,
pastor, First Baptist Church in Ansonia, and the Rev.
Samuel Levey, pastor, Williams Temple Church of God
in Christ, also in Ansonia.
Newly-elected Republican state Sen. George Logan
talked about his childhood growing up in the Hill
section of New Haven.
He said bullies ruled the neighborhood. “I wasn’t
tough, but I was smart,” he said.
He said bullies ruled the neighborhood. “I wasn’t
tough, but I was smart,” he said.
Logan recalled when he watched King’s activism
on television, “I saw he was tougher and more
courageous than the bullies in my neighborhood.”
He said, “Dr. King’s message was universal:
eliminate hate, injustice, and oppression.”
Mayor David S. Cassetti addressed the crowd.
“What are you doing for others?,” he asked,
quoting the civil rights leader. “Would Dr. King be
proud of me? Would Dr. King be proud of you?”
Cassetti said his “door is always open” at City
Hall. “I try to keep an open mind and an open
heart,” he said.
Josephine McPhail led the singing of the Negro
National Anthem, Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing.
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Resident donates bulletproof vest to Ansonia K-9
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - The Ansonia Police Department’s K-9 officer Kane
now is protected when he works thanks to a monetary donation
from resident David Shepherd.
The funds covered the cost of a $2,900 Kevlar vest that will
protect Kane from bullet and stab wounds. “His main organs are
covered,” said his handler, Officer Paul Smith of the new vest.
Kane modeled the vest for a short ceremony Monday in the
Ansonia police station. He will be wearing it on every shift.
Shepherd made the gift in memory of his wife, Linda E. Shepherd,
who died July 7, 2014. He said she was a dog lover and big
supporter of the Ansonia Animal Shelter. “We always had dogs,
Golden Retrievers,” he said.
His wife would have loved to see the vest on Kane, Shepherd said.
“APD - Kane. In Loving Memory of Linda E. Shepherd” is
embroidered on the side of the black vest.
Kane, an almost three-year old black German shepherd, has been
on the job since September, 2015. The dog is from the Czech
Republic.
Smith and Kane completed 13-1/2 weeks of rigorous training
with the Connecticut Police Dog Association and the North
American Work Dog Association.
Smith said the vest was custom-made for Kane by K9 Storm, an
Ontario, Canada-based company.
Police Chief Kevin Hale expressed his gratitude for the gift.
“This is such a great cause in memory of a wonderful person,”
he said. The bulletproof vest, Hale said, “saves us and saves
him.”
Kane also sports an Ansonia Police Department badge attached
to his collar. He replaced the department’s K-9 Thor, who died in
December, 2015.
Shepherd was accompanied by his son, David Jr., and grandson,
Jimmy, 5.
Learn more about these vests at: http://www.k9storm.com/vests

