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Ansonia shop offers free ice skates again this winter
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Ice skates can be an expensive purchase for families on a
budget.
Never mind that the skates may only last for one season because young
children’s feet don’t stop growing.
Resident Phyllis Hyde at Barb’s Corner consignment wants the
community to know the West Main Street shop has free ice skates for
anyone who needs them. Men’s, women’s, and children’s skates are
available.
Last January The Valley Voice published a story about the shop
offering free new and almost-new skates.
Braeden Jenkins, an employee of Fairco-Greentree Recycling, had dropped them off, Hyde said.
Jenkins picks up clothing dropped in bins in Fairfield County and saves any donated hockey and figure skates for Barb’s
Corner to distribute.
Hyde said last Saturday she was
thrilled to give four children and one
mom skates to use at the city’s ice
skating rink in the newly-opened
winter playground at Linett Park.
Interested individuals can visit the
shop, 25 W. Main St., from 10 a.m.-3
p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturdays.
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Valley Community Foundation Welcomes New Board Members
DERBY – The Valley Community Foundation (VCF) is welcoming three new board members and bids farewell to Will
Ginsberg, Bill Nimons, and Diane Stroman as they conclude their terms.
Sharon Closius, VCF President and CEO, said: “On behalf of the VCF Board of
Directors, we would like to thank Will Ginsberg, Bill Nimons, and Diane Stroman
for their terms of dedicated service to the Valley community. Our organization has
grown dramatically under their tenure.”
We are also thrilled to welcome James Hodge, Angela Powers, and Jack Walsh to our
Board. They each bring a range of diversified knowledge and a history of community
involvement to our organization and will play a key role in helping VCF build
philanthropy in the Valley.”
New VCF Board Members:
James A. Hodge, Jr.
James (Jim) Hodge retired from the Bridgeport School System in 2005 after 35 years serving as
teacher and later as a teacher/administrator on special assignment for new schools and new
project development.
Jim has been a member of the Board of Directors of Ashlar of Newtown, Masonic Home and
Hospital. He serves as secretary of the Board of Managers for the Ralphola Taylor Community
Center, Central CT Coast YMCA in Bridgeport, as well as Chairman of the Prince Hall Grand
Masonic Lodge’s Scholarship Fund. He is the recipient of numerous community, Masonic
Fraternity, and professional awards in the Bridgeport, New Haven, and Naugatuck Valley
communities.
Angela G. Powers
Angela has more than 35 years in development, communications, marketing, and senior
management and leadership. In her role as Senior Vice President, she oversees The Community
Foundation for Greater New Haven (TCF)’s work identifying and serving community leaders and
donors and insuring their philanthropic goals are achieved now and in the future.
Prior to joining TCF as the first President of the Valley Community Foundation, Angela worked
with its founding Board to design and grow the new organization. She is also associated with
Ekstrom & Associates, a consulting firm of practitioners in philanthropy whose clients include
community foundations, charitable organizations, families, individuals, and their advisors.
Angela served as Director of the Annual Development Program at Quinnipiac University.
Jack Walsh
Jack Walsh is life-long resident of Derby who served as President & C.O.O of Valley United
Way from 1989 until his retirement in 2016.
Jack has always been an active member of the Valley community. He currently serves as
President of the Board of Directors at the Derby Neck Library and is Chairman of Derby’s Water
Pollution Control Authority.
He is a past Chair of Derby's Park & Recreation Commission, currently chairs the City's
Greenway Committee, and is co-chair of the Naugatuck River Greenway Committee and was one
of the founders of the Commodore Hull Thanksgiving Day 5K Road Race.
This has been taken from a press release by John Ready, VCF Donor Services &
Communications Officer. Contact him at jready@valleyfoundation.org
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TEAM Inc. offering free VITA Income Tax preparation
DERBY - TEAM, Inc. will offer free tax preparation services to Valley households
through its “Volunteer Income Tax Assistance” (VITA) program.
VITA offers free tax assistance to qualifying taxpayers who require assistance in
preparing their own tax returns.
IRS certified volunteers will work personally with individuals to prepare returns and submit tax filings electronically. The tax
preparation service is at no cost to those whose income (individual or family) is under
$54,000.
VITA aims to help working families take advantage of all tax credits for which they are
eligible.
Last year, $1,436,655 was refunded by the IRS to 989 Valley and Milford taxpayers by
sixty volunteer tax preparers.
VITA services will be available by appointment at:
• TEAM, 30 Elizabeth St., Derby, Mondays, noon-2 p.m., Wednesdays 4-7 p.m. or Saturdays 9 a.m.-noon, from
Jan. 29 to April 14.
• Derby Neck Library, 307 Hawthorne Ave., Sundays, 1-4 pm., from Jan. 28 to April 8.
• Milford Senior Center, 9 Jepson Drive, Mondays 5-7 p.m. or Sundays noon-3 p.m. from Jan. 28 to April 16.

To schedule an appointment, go on-line to www.bookeo.com/211tax;
call: 203.736.5420x0 or call 2-1-1 (available 24/7) and follow the prompts.
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Reminder: The Shelton Historical Society annual meeting is Sunday
SHELTON - The annual meeting of the Shelton Historical Society meeting
will be held Jan. 28 at 2 p.m. at the Huntington Congregational Church
Fellowship Hall, 19 Church St.
Author and photographer Emery Roth II will discuss his book, Brass
Valley: The Fall of an American Industry.
In this ode to Connecticut’s Naugatuck River Valley, vibrant photos and
moving poetry relate the region’s legendary industrial history and ponder
its legacy.
The story begins in 1802, when two metalworking families joined forces to
manufacture brass and continued until 2014, when
the last manufacturing plant closed.
So many of the mill towns in the area shared this
common history, employing proud members of the
respective communities, including those in Shelton.
Brass Valley: The Fall of an American Industry will
be available to purchase.
There will be a brief business meeting prior to the presentation.
The meeting is free and open to the public; donations are welcome.
Refreshments will be served.
In case of inclement weather, please refer to the Shelton History Center’s
Facebook page

Save the Date!

Rock The Summer
July 28 4 - 8 p.m.
Nolan Field, Ansonia
Banko's Music Foundation and The City of
Ansonia present Rock The Summer - A
Concert for Music Education.
Adventures in Music Productions is producing
this fundraising concert. All proceeds will go
to Banko's Music Foundation LLC, a nonprofit organization whose mission is advocacy
for public school music education and award
scholarships to students pursuing careers in
music and music education.
Sponsorship kits are now available for this
event. Interested businesses can obtain more
info by e-mail at:
aimproductions@outlook.com
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