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Thanksgiving serves as reminder to help needy neighbors
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Blessings.
Next week on the fourth Thursday of November we
celebrate the all-American holiday that reminds us we
need to count our bountiful blessings.
Thanksgiving is about family, friends, and being
grateful for what we have.
Feeling grateful can be difficult for those who
need help to be able to enjoy a traditional
Thanksgiving meal.
Enter the numerous nonprofit organizations that
collect turkeys and non-perishable items to
distribute to the less fortunate.
I visited a regularly-scheduled food distribution
Thursday at the Greater Valley Salvation Army
food pantry in Ansonia.
I took photos to be published here to
raise awareness of the need, as well as
the good the Salvation Army does
throughout the year.
My husband Ralph and I have been members of the organization’s
advisory board for several years and have seen the amount of assistance
clients regularly receive.
The Salvation Army’s holiday distribution - turkeys, all the fixings, and
groceries - will be Tuesday.
The wonderful folks at St. Vincent De Paul food bank in Derby also will
be giving out turkeys and Thanksgiving meal ingredients and bags of
groceries on that day.
Those are just two of the many organizations in the Valley that are there
year-round to help needy neighbors.
If you haven't donated anywhere for Thanksgiving there is still time Christmas and Hanukkah are just around the corner and the need
continues.
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BSA Troop 3 Food Drive and Holiday Care Packages in Derby
DERBY - Boy Scout Troop 3 Derby will be conducting two community
service efforts this Saturday at Stop & Shop in Ansonia.

BSA Troop 3

They will be holding a Scouting for Food “Fill the Troop 3 Trailer” event,
where they will be collecting food items for the St. Vincent de Paul’s
Food Bank in Derby. This event is in conjunction with the national
Scouting For Food drive taking place throughout the USA.

SCOUTING FOR FOOD
BSA Troop 3
Fill the Trailer
To Benefit

St. Vincent dePaul’s
Food Pantry

They will also be collecting holiday care package items
and donations to send to servicemen and women from
the Lower Naugatuck Valley. The troop has been sending
care packages annually since World War II.

Accepting
Donations/Addresses
for
Holiday Care Packages
to be sent to
Military Personnel!

“In Scouting, we are taught to do our good turn daily and to
give back to others. This is our way of helping the hungry
and showing support for those who are defending our
freedom” stated Troop 3 Senior Patrol Leader Zack Thomas,
16, from Seymour. The Scouts will be stationed at the Stop & Shop from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Stuff a cruiser in Derby
The Derby Police Department’s Auxiliary Unit will hold its 2nd
Annual Holiday Food Drive
The "Stuff-a-Cruiser" will be held this Sunday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Sunday outside of ShopRite, 49 Pershing Dr. It will benefit
the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Derby.
Officers will accept non-perishable food donations to feed
needy Derby families.
Last year the four-cruiser goal was crushed, as the community
stuffed 13-1/2 cruisers with more than $15,000 worth of food!
Give while you check your own Thanksgiving shopping off
your to-do list.

Stuff a Jeep in Ansonia
The Ansonia Police Department will be hosting its 15th
Annual Holiday Food Drive this Saturday from 12-6
p.m. at Stop & Shop on Division St.
This will be the first of two food drives during the
holiday; the next will be the week before Christmas.
Stuff a Jeep is sponsored by Fitzpatrick’s Chrysler Jeep
of Ansonia.
Officers will be outside Stop & Shop collecting
donations of food, which will be distributed to the food
banks at BHcare, Christ Church and Assumption
Churches in Ansonia.
All donations are greatly appreciated.

SPOONER HOUSE
HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
SPONSORED BY

Shelton High School Boys Basketball
and
Shelton Biddy Basketball
When: Saturday Nov. 18
From: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Where: Shelton Intermediate School Lobby
The Spooner House is looking for non-perishable food
items - and are also in need of monetary donations.
Please help us help them!

Needed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Instant potatoes
Packages of Gravy
Box/bag Stuffing mix
Pie crust mix
Pie filling, choice
Evaporated milk• Coffee/Tea
Powdered juice mix
Cranberry Sauce
Cornbread mix
Canned vegetables: asparagus, peas-carrots, yams
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