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Salvation Army in Ansonia offers Women's Ministry
By Patricia Villers
Photos by Capt. Celimar Aleman

ANSONIA - The Salvation Army Greater Valley offers women a
chance to gather once a week to support each other, celebrate
birthdays, create crafts, and participate in community and
church service.
Capt. Celimar Aleman runs a Women’s Ministry group for
women 14 and up at Salvation Army headquarters, 26 Lester St.
The women meet from 6 to 7 p.m. Wednesdays.
Aleman said in an email accompanying photos she contributed
“it is the oldest ministry in the Salvation Army, in addition to
being the largest ministry of women in the world.”
She said each week the group participates in activities to fulfill
four purposes.
“Education: in this week we learn different things that can improve in our life, we make art crafts,
[converse], or [make] recipes.
“Fellowship: in this week we celebrate the birthday of the ladies or celebrate important days of the
calendar.
“Service: in this week we try to serve in the church or in the community.
“Worship: being part of the Christian church one of our meetings is based on worship in God and we do it in
different ways.”
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State accountability index says Ansonia schools improve scores
ANSONIA – All four of Ansonia’s public schools improved their scores on the 2017-18
Accountability Index released by the state.
The results were announced today by schools Superintendent Dr. Carol Merlone and Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Joseph DiBacco.
“We are also pleased to report that the accountability index score for the district as a whole
increased from 65.7% in 2015-16 to 67.6% in 2017-18,” DiBacco said. He noted that a deeper
analysis of the index scores revealed improvement at all four schools.
•

Ansonia High School scored 70% (+2.3% increase from 2015-16)

•

Ansonia Middle School scored 56.1% (+4% increase from 2015-16) )

•

Mead School scored 62.7, (+3.1% increase from 2015-16)

•

Prendergast School scored 69.5% (+10.3% increase from 2015-16)
The state created the Accountability Index with the majority of the
indicators focusing on literacy, math, and science testing results. Some
of the indicators have scores for all students, while others report on the
performance of high needs students.
The state website, EdSight, offers a great deal of detail about the Index:
http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do
John LaRovera, district math and science administrator, reported that
there were improvements in all of the four math areas. “I am pleased
with the academic growth in math showing increases that averaged
12.5%.”
To determine academic growth, each student is given individual targets
of achievement.

In math, Ansonia students score increased to 59.3% in 2017-18 from 48.2% last year.
Bridget Calabrese, LiteracyAdministrator, said she has seen incremental gains since the adoption of Readers Workshop and
providing a more rigorous curriculum containing student-centered instructional strategies.
“These increases validate that we are moving in the right direction to
improve student performance and close the achievement gap.” Calabrese
said.
In the ELA Performance Index for all students, Ansonia children
scored 59.6% in 2017-18 compared to 57.9% in 2016-17. The high
needs students scored 56.7% in 2017-18 compared to 55% two years
ago.
Ansonia students showed significant improvement in the four-year rate
for all students and the six-year rate for high needs students.“This is not
done in isolation,” DiBacco said. “We have hard working students,
teachers, administrators and families that are reinforcing what we are
doing, and we appreciate it. Hard work does pay off. We look forward to
continued improvement.”
This is from a press release from Ansonia Public Schools.
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Two geese stroll casually by Pickett's Pond at Osbornedale State Park in Derby
- Photos by Patricia Villers
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