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Derby rededicates refurbished Civil War monument
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - A ceremony to rededicate the refurbished
Civil War monument on the Green made history
Monday following the Derby-Shelton Memorial Day
Parade.
The Soldier’s Monument facing Elizabeth Street
honors the soldiers from Derby and Huntington who
gave their lives during the Civil War. It features a
bronze statue of a Union soldier flanked by four
Parrott cannons.
James Cohen, retired
president of the Valley
Community Foundation,
spearheaded a drive in 2016
to raise funds to renovate
the monument. He said Monday more than
$71,000 was donated to preserve such an
important piece of Valley history.
Mayor Richard Dziekan said, “The memorial
hadn’t been taken care of” for many years
and the brief ceremony was held to
mark the completed renovation.
He said the city will hold a bigger
celebration in June on a date to be
determined.
The Rev. Christopher Tiano, pastor,
St. Mary’s Church, said in part, “82
men [from Derby and Huntington]
paid the ultimate sacrifice on the altar
of freedom.”
U.S. Rep. Rosa L. DeLauro
acknowledged Cohen, who she said has been a
personal friend for more than 40 years.
“His family’s rich legacy
of service has been a
cornerstone of the Derby
community for a century,”
DeLauro said.
Cohen said the impact of
the deaths of the 82 young
men from Derby and
Shelton can be understood
by comparing the number
to modern-day
populations.
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He said it would be the equivalent of 620 [deaths] today. “It was an
overwhelming blow to these communities.”
A bit of background:
In 1875, The Grand Army of the Republic appointed a committee to solicit
funding to construct a monument. The granite base was dedicated July 4,
1877
The base was later remodeled to allow placement of a bronze statue of a
Union infantryman. Dedication of the revised monument was held on July
4, 1883.
Plaques on two sides
list those local soldiers
who had fallen in four
Civil War battles:
Atlanta,
Chancellorsville (VA),
New Bern (NC) and
Gettysburg.
One plaque is inscribed:
ERECTED BY THE
PEOPLE OF DERBY AND
HUNTINGTON A.D. 1883
IN HONOR OF ALL WHO
FOUGHT
IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR
COUNTRY "THAT GOVERNMENT
OF THE PEOPLE, BY THE
PEOPLE, AND FOR THE PEOPLE,
SHOULD NOT PERISH FROM
THE EARTH”
The Parrott cannons at the base were
manufactured in 1861 by the West
Point Foundry in New York.

This view of the statue taken at sunset in April
showcases the beautiful restoration.

See a video of James Cohen's address at the
Memorial Day rededication:
https://youtu.be/mR0Z-mBGEuQ
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