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TEAM recognizes community partners at 53rd annual meeting
By Patricia Villers
Photos by Fred Ortoli

ORANGE - TEAM Inc. recently presented a Partnership
Award to the City of Ansonia for its support of the Martin
Luther King Bust Committee.
Ansonia artist Vasil Rakaj created
a 450-pound bronze bust of the
slain civil rights leader that will
be placed atop a six-foot tall
granite base and
displayed in the city.
“I thank Ansonia and
the leadership of Mayor
David Cassetti,” TEAM
President and CEO
David Morgan said.
Cassetti serves on the
Committee that was
started two years ago.
TEAM’s 53rd annual
meeting was held at
Racebrook Country
Club.
Newtown Savings Bank
also received a Partnership Award, given to
a community partner that has made
significant contributions to TEAM’s mission
through a programmatic collaboration.
Valley Community Foundation President
and CEO Sharon Closius accepted the
Chairman’s Award for the Foundation.
The award is given to a corporation that has
made a broad, profound, and positive
impact on the quality of social and human
services in the region or state.
Continued on P.2
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TEAM recognizes community partners at 53rd annual meeting
Continued from P.1

State Rep. Linda M. Gentile, D-Ansonia, received the
Heritage Award which recognizes an individual who was
involved with TEAM at different periods of the agency’s
history and provided support, leadership, and in some cases,
the spark to move TEAM forward.
Morgan said the organization is “changing the paradigm
from doing another fundraiser” to promoting planned giving
through its Legacy Society.
“It’s a shift in our strategic fund development,” he said.
For information about the Legacy Society, contact Morgan,
203-736-5420, ext. 1218.
The audience also heard emotional testimonials from three
local women who were greatly helped by TEAM.

- Patricia Villers photo

TEAM's Mission, Vision & Values
Mission: To strengthen our community by educating,
supporting and empowering individuals and families.
Vision:
• TEAM envisions a thriving region, powered by strong
communities delivering cost-effective, high-impact services
meeting the needs of all individuals and families.
• TEAM is an innovative partner and leading catalyst for
change—a model agency in addressing community
inadequacies and potentials.
• TEAM is a national leader in not-for-profit management and
program performance in the field of human services, early
childhood, family support, and community engagement.
Values: Accountability, Advocacy, Collaboration, Empathy,
Empowerment, Excellence, Integrity, Respect.
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2nd annual Marks of Design Diamond Dig supports The Valley Goes Pink
By Patricia Villers
SHELTON - I’ve always dug diamonds.
And now I've dug for them
literally - twice - during Diamond
Digs at Marks of Design jewelry
store to benefit The Valley Goes
Pink.
The Valley Goes Pink is Griffin
Hospital’s grassroots’ initiative to
raise awareness about breast
health and to raise support for the
Hewitt Center for Breast Wellness
at Griffin. October is National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
Goldsmith Kate Marks, owner of
Marks of Design, said
$10,000 was raised in the first Diamond Dig. The
amount raised this year was not available as of this
writing.
Last week’s dig featured a grand prize of a 1.04
carat diamond.
I dug for it early on in the four-hour event.
Although I didn’t find it, I did capture some
colorful gemstones hidden in the trough of sand
that could be created into pieces of jewelry.
Unfortunately I missed seeing the woman who dug
up the diamond. That must have been an exciting
time!
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Seymour treats kids of all ages to Halloween fun
Photos by Seymour resident Joseph Luciano

SEYMOUR - Skeletons, superheroes, fairy princesses,
witches, ghosts and monsters of all descriptions
converged Sunday on downtown streets to seek treats.
Children and many of their parents donned costumes
and celebrated Halloween at the annual Downtown
Trick or Treat.
The annual event was sponsored by the Seymour
Culture and Arts Commission.

The ValleyVoice CT Newsletter Is published by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC, Derby, CT
© 2017, 2018 by Alcam Writing & Admin LLC. All Rights reserved

Page 4

