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Volunteers turn Harvest House VII into reality
By Patricia Villers
Photos by Carol Pendgast and Patricia Villers
SHELTON - Every two years since 2005 the Valley
United Way has rallied volunteers and built a house
of donated non-perishable food.
The project not only feeds the Valley’s less fortunate
residents but it also raises awareness of the need that
exists in the community. The 2016 Valley
Community Index Report indicates 20 percent of
Valley residents were low income and reported
greater levels of financial stress, such as food
insecurity.
Harvest House VII was erected last week in the
Derby-Shelton Rotary Club Pavilion at the Riverwalk.
Carpentry students from Emmett O’Brien Technical
High School in Ansonia and volunteers from area
businesses built the 400-square foot house.
On Friday morning representatives of area food pantries received
donations that will support their mission in coming months.
They quickly “deconstructed” the wood-frame structure that was
filled to overflowing with boxed and canned food items.
Patricia Tarasovic, director, Valley United Way Corporate
Volunteer Council, said member companies collect food and
monetary donations to support the project.
“Tackling food security is very important to Valley United Way,”
she said. “Companies in the Valley are really committed to
helping you and the people you serve.”
"Thank you to Prudential, our Marquis sponsor for all seven of
our Harvest Houses, R.D. Scinto, and all our sponsors. Your
contributions will fill the shelves in this house that will feed
hundreds in our community."
More photos on Page 2
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Harvest House VII - more views

What is Harvest House?
The Valley United Way Harvest House is a collaborative, bi-annual
effort to construct a 400-square foot house and fill it with more than
100,000 items of food and non-perishables, which are later
distributed to Valley-based food banks and agencies for people
in need. See more at: http://valleyunitedway.org/

Shelton Day returns Sunday
The festival will run from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. along Howe Avenue and will feature over
100 vendors, food trucks and community resources.
Entertainment throughout the day will feature local bands Cosmonaut Radio
(Intergalactic Space Funk), Jake Kulak and the Lowdown and Olivia King. This year’s
event will also feature strolling magicians Incredulous Chris and Presto Pete.
Admission is free. Vendor booths are still available. For more information, see:
http://derby-sheltonrotary.org/sheltonday/booth-information
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