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Ansonia community welcomes Chifrijo to downtown
By Patricia Villers
Photos by Patricia Villers and City of Ansonia
ANSONIA - City officials welcomed another new restaurant
to downtown with the grand opening last week of Chifrijo.
The restaurant featuring a variety of Latin cuisines is
located in a beautifully renovated space that was once the
home of Vonetes. The luncheonette at 242 Main St. was a
Valley landmark for decades.
Mayor David S. Cassetti welcomed Chifrijo owners Gustavo
Herrera, Kenny Erickzon, and Bernie Alvarado to the city.
“Thank you for coming to Ansonia,” he said. “This is what
we need - another destination to bring more people
downtown.”
Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce President Bill Purcell
said, “Vonetes has been transformed in a magical way. It
hits you as soon as you walk in.”
Costa Rica native Herrera said he was happy to locate in
the city. He described the city as “warm and friendly and it
feels like you’re
already home.”

Chifrijo Restaurant is now open at 242 Main Street

Purcell said, “It’s the
power of the melting
pot that makes this
country so great.”

Chifrijo Restaurant aafter the grand opening

After the ribbon cutting at Chifrijo Restaurant

Karaoke at Chifrijo
Restaurant
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Blumenthal honors Ansonia woman who invented Sober Touch
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Four years ago resident Lakesha Stines
had a dream. And now she is seeing it become reality.
Stines has invented Sober Touch Sensoring, a device
to prevent drunk driving.
She has worked with an engineer, William
McLaughlin, and a marketing professional, Curtis
McNairy, and the invention is ready for the
manufacturing phase. The next step for Stines is to
secure the funding needed to start production.
On Sunday U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal presented
Stines with a certificate of recognition in honor of her
innovative work.
“This kind of invention can prevent drunk drivers
from getting behind the wheel and destroying lives …
Sober Touch can help stop this carnage on the roads.”
The presentation in Stratford was organized by Frank Recchia, a
reporter with News 12 Connecticut and a longtime friend of Stines.

Learn More
New Haven Register, January 31,2019
The Valley-Voice Newsletter, January 21, 2019
The Valley-Voice Newsletter, January 12, 2019
The Connecticut Post, September 11, 2018

BHcare’s Umbrella Center receives anonymous $25k bequest
ANSONIA -BHcare’s Umbrella Center for
Domestic Violence Services recently received
an anonymous $25,000 bequest.
It was presented by Lindy Lee Gold, Senior
Specialist, State of CT Department of Economic
and Community Development.
The gift will help support life-saving domestic
violence services for the more than 6,000
victims and children who come to the Umbrella
each year seeking safety and hope.
The Umbrella provides 24/7 crisis counseling,
safe shelter, court-based support, transitional
housing, community education, and long-term
counseling and support for victims. All
Umbrella services are confidential and free of
charge.
For more information about domestic violence
services, call (203) 736-2601, x1381 or
visit www.bhcare.org. If you or someone
you know needs immediate assistance, please
call the 24-hour domestic violence hotline
at 1-888-774-2900.
L-R: Dee Nesti, Quinnipiac Chamber Executive Director; Lindy Lee
Gold, State of CT. DECD; Roberta J. Cook, President/CEO, BHcare;
Esperina Stubblefield, Director, The Umbrella Center

This is from a press
release from BHcare
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