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Ansonia woman sees her dream becoming reality
Sober Touch Sensoring could save countless lives
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - The idea came to her in
a dream.
Resident Lakesha Stines believes a
dream she had several years ago
could turn into a device that would
save countless lives.
Her invention, Sober Touch
Sensoring, can sense when a driver
is impaired when he or she touches
a steering wheel. The device would
sense inebriation through the
person’s sweat and stop the vehicle
from starting.
Stines said a different product on
the market that a driver breathes
into is not effective because someone who is sober can
breathe into it to start the car.
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Stines, 42, is a Virginia native.
She said in a recent interview at her home her first
encounter with drunk driving was when she was “about 9
years old.”
One of her mother’s friends, Sabrina Wilson, was killed by a
drunk driver.
Wilson, who Stines described as like a second mother to
her, was nine months’ pregnant at the time.
Stines accompanied her mother to Wilson’s funeral. “She
was in the casket holding her baby,” she said, and that sight
made an impact on her that has lasted a lifetime.
In a tragedy four years ago, she said, several members of a
friend’s family died in a drunk-driving accident.
Article continues on Page 2
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Ansonia woman sees her dream becoming reality
Continued from Page 1

Stines said hearing her friend’s pain bothered her so
much that when she went to bed that night her
invention came to her in a dream.
She has been working tirelessly on developing that
dream into a reality ever since.
Stines was recently named Female Black Entrepreneur
of the Year by Baltimore-based The State Vs.
Us magazine. She also was featured on the cover of the
December 2018 issue of UPWORDS magazine, and in
other media.
Learn more at her FB site.
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Stines has been working with the Florida-based Ideal
Design Studios and has obtained patents for the
invention. She also has been working with engineer
Bill McLaughlin who has
designed prototypes for the
device.

“He has designed six molds
for six different car models,” Stines said.The idea is to first market the steering wheel as
an add-on feature, and eventually have it become a stock part on all cars.
*Editor’s note: This is the first of what likely will be several stories about Stines and her
life-saving invention as it takes hold in the marketplace.
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Talk at Shelton Historical Society to highlight Hull family, War of 1812

SHELTON - Carolyn Ivanoff will present Fame and Infamy for the Hulls of Derby and Shelton in 1812, at 2 p.m.
Jan. 27 at the annual meeting of the Shelton Historical Society.
The meeting will be held at Huntington Congregational Church Fellowship Hall, 19 Church St.
Ivanoff is a Shelton High School educator
and independent historian committed to bringing history, social studies, and literacy programs beyond the
classroom and into the community.
The program will celebrate Shelton’s hometown hero, Commodore Isaac Hull, and his role in the War of 1812.
Some historians have billed it the second war for American independence, but hindsight makes a declaration of
war by a fledgling nation against the superpower of the day seem like insanity.
Two men from the Hull Family of Derby and
Shelton (then Huntington) fought for their nation that summer.
Uncle William’s infamous defeat would bring him national scorn and nephew Isaac’s extraordinary and
astonishing naval victory would bring him a national fame.
Travel back to that summer of 1812 and the events of the nation’s most unpopular war and the heroic feats of
Shelton’s greatest hero.
There will be a brief business meeting prior to the presentation.
The event is free and open to the public; donations are welcome. Refreshments will be served.
In case of inclement weather, refer to the Shelton History Center’s Facebook page.
This is a press release from the Shelton Historical Society.
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Funds available to Valley homeowners to address lead hazards
The Naugatuck Valley Health District is offering grant funded money to
help Valley homeowners and property owners remove lead-based paint
hazards with a program called Naugatuck Valley Emends Lead Hazards
(NauVEL).
NVHD is committed to protecting children from lead poisoning and
making homes in the Naugatuck Valley lead safe and healthy.
This grant funded money will help to protect children before they are
poisoned by lead hazards or injured by safety hazards in their homes.
In 1978 lead based paint was banned in the United States but lead
exposure and poisoning is still a reoccurring problem for children.
Elevated blood lead levels can cause irreversible medical problems
including hearing, speech, kidney, and brain damage. In adults, lead
poisoning can cause high-blood pressure, nerve disorders, memory
problems, muscle and joint pain, fertility and other lifelong problems.
Carol W. Slajda, program manager for NauVEL, said “Lead poisoning is 100 percent preventable but, once a child
has been poisoned, there is permanent damage and the cost
of care is exponential.”
With education and intervention to remove lead from the
home, lifetime health and behavior issues can be avoided.
Lead hazard interventions are currently underway in multiple
towns including, but not limited to, Naugatuck, Seymour, and
Ansonia and Beacon Falls.
The improvements to homes are all made possible by the
grant funds provided to NauVEL by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
If you are interested in protecting your family, your renters and your investment please apply today, you may
qualify for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Generous financial assistance to remediate all hazards
Free inspections
Plans for lead and home safety hazard removal
Relocation assistance during construction
Up to $15,000 per unit of free money to keep your family and tenants safe.
Remediation may include but is not limited to interior repairs, energy-saving windows, doors and more.

Homes must be pre-1978 and in Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, Naugatuck, Seymour, or Shelton.
Remember if you are renovating a pre-1978 home you must use an EPA, RRP certified contractor.
For more information to find out if you are eligible, apply at www.nvhd.org/nauvel or call 203-881-3255.
Additional info on making your home a Healthy Home is available at https://www.hud.gov/healthyhomes.
NauVEL is a partner of Connecticut Children’s Healthy Homes Program.
This is a press release from the Naugatuck Valley Health District.
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