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Nature paints a stunning sunset

Friday evening's colorful sky as seen from the Derby Greenway.
- Photo by Patricia Villers
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Father's Day Classic Car Show on tap Sunday at Shelton History Center
SHELTON - Shelton History Center’s annual Vintage Vehicles
Antique & Classic Car Show will be held on Father’s Day, June
16, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The History Center is at 70 Ripton Road.
Visitors will be able to peek under the
hoods of the cars they remember from
nearly every decade of the 20th century.
Two wheels or four, from Model Ts to
muscle cars, there’s bound to be something
that will trigger a memory from every
visitor. Sometimes a fire truck shows
up; one entry was a penny farthing, or
high-wheeled bicycle.
All vehicle owners generously share information, their cars, and
their hobby with the public.
Owners of antique and classic vehicles of all kinds may register
to participate.
Entry forms may be found at www.sheltonhistoricalsociety.org, or
by calling (203) 925-1803.
Registration costs $15 with proceeds supporting the programs
of the Shelton Historical Society. Admission is $1 for dads, $5
for adults, and $10 for a family of four.
Visitors will enjoy refreshments and voting for their favorite vehicles.
A special exhibit celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Shelton
Historical Society as well as the 100th anniversary of the official
naming of the City of
Shelton will be available
for viewing in the
Brownson House, Trap
Fall School, and the
Wilson Barn.
The mission of the
Shelton Historical Society is to
“preserve elements of the
community’s history in order to
create connections between
Shelton’s past, present, and
future
generations through education,
maintaining a museum with its
collections, and providing a voice
in the community regarding matters of historical significance.”
For additional information including directions, please call (203)
925-1803, visit the website listed above or
see www.facebook.com/SheltonHistoricalSociety.
This is a press release from the Shelton Historical Society.
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Shelton welcomes senior living community

A day-long grand opening celebration last week at Brightview Senior Living in Shelton featured brunch, live
music, dinner, and tours of the 150,000-square foot-facility on Beard Sawmill Road.
Brightview offers Independent Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care.
At a ribbon cutting Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce President Bill Purcell said, "Welcome to Ritz-Shelton."
He said Brightview Shelton is part of "a wonderful success story" since the company has grown to 38 facilities on
the East Coast in the past 20 years.
- Photos by Patricia Villers
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Shelton's Center Stage hosting retirement celebration for Scarpas
SHELTON - On Saturday, Center Stage will host a
retirement celebration for its founders, Gary and
Francesca Scarpa.
It will be held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Shelton
Intermediate School, 675 Constitution Blvd. North
The event will feature complimentary light refreshments
in the lobby and musical selections by the cast of last
summer’s Youth CONNection production of Annie, by
students from the Center Stage Education Center, and
by the Scarpas’ daughters, Gina and Mia Scarpa.
“For 43 years, the Scarpas have devoted their lives to
bringing high quality, affordable theater to Shelton,”
said Martin Marchitto, Center Stage’s new artisticexecutive director. “They have touched thousands of lives, including mine, during their illustrious career.”
The Scarpas met in 1973 when they were dance partners in a college
production at Southern Connecticut State College. They began directing with
the Shelton High School Drama Club in 1976 when Gary was a young
teacher and Fran was a college senior.
In 1983, Gary and Francesca Scarpa founded the Youth CONNection, a
summer theatre group for high school and college students. Each summer since, the Youth CONNection has
presented a major musical in Shelton.
Leaders in theater education, the Scarpas then began a summer theater camp program for elementary students in
1989, which still thrives today.
The Youth CONNection became an integral part of the full-time non profit theater Center Stage in 2005.
The Scarpas have been recognized for their service to the community. Some of these awards are:

•

Raymond P. Lavietes Service to Youth Award. by y the Boys and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck

Valley In 2009.

•
•
•

Inaugural inductees into the Shelton High School Hall of Fame in 2017
Silver Seal Award from the Valley Chamber of Commerce
Millennium Award, given by the city of Shelton.

In addition, Francesca Scarpa has been honored as Woman of the Year by the
American Committee on Italian Migration.
Gary Scarpa has been recognized by Long Wharf Theatre as Outstanding Theatre
Educator as well as the Shelton Jaycees who named him Educator of the Year in
1989.
”As Gary and Fran’s retirement approaches, we want to honor their legacy of artistry and dedication,” Marchitto
said. “Their retirement event is open to the general public, and to anyone whose lives Gary and Fran have
influenced, whether as a performer or as an audience member.”
Reserved seating to the event is $25, and proceeds will benefit the Gary and Francesca Scarpa Endowment Fund
for Center Stage, to benefit Center Stage in perpetuity. For reservations, call 203-225-6079 or
visit www.centerstageshelton.org.
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