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Disabled Seymour resident writes accessible travel guide
By Ralph Villers
SEYMOUR - Resident Joe Luciano has used his experiences
with a mobility disability to publish a guide to accessible
travel.
This online publication is called Underground Travel Guide,
“Accessible” Places to Visit in New Haven County.
There are two criteria he uses that each place must be:
• Served by either ADA paratransit providers Valley Transit
District or Greater New Haven Transit and
• Are reasonably ADA accessible as verified by phone
interview and site visits by the author or others.
As someone who lives with a mobility disability, knowing
what restaurants and attractions are truly accessible makes
my life easier.

Luciano playing piano at his Seymour home

Like Luciano, I do not want to allow any aspect of my
disability to stop me from getting out on occasion - there is still plenty in the world to see, visit, explore, and enjoy.
I cannot imagine allowing any disability from seeing more.
Luciano lives in an apartment on DeForest Street. He uses a wheelchair to get around after suffering a stroke in
2005 that affects his left side. This has not been an insurmountable
barrier to his living life. For instance, Luciano is a jazz aficionado and
pianist who still plays - using his right hand only.
More distant venues are reviewed, such as the Yale University Art Gallery
in New Haven and other local attractions.
Luciano wrote recently about visiting three new antique shops that opened
in downtown Seymour.
Of the three, only The Uncommon Peacock is an accessible shop. Luciano
said, “As a collector of curiosities I enjoy the search, the find, and the
purchase from accessible businesses.” Knowing whether or not a building
is welcoming to a disabled consumer is good to know ahead of time.
Luciano is updating the and as the project continues, there will be an
index added along with additional ADA paratransit providers.

The Underground Travel Guide is an ambitious and worthy project.
Luciano is determined to continue to help disabled explorers. And I
applaud his efforts.
See the Undeground Travel Guide HERE

See 2014 article about Luciano HERE
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Businesses help purchase bulletproof gear for Ansonia Police Department
ANSONIA - The Rev. John Hinson and his wife, Maude, want to thank
local businesses for their generosity toward purchase of life-saving
equipment for the police department.
Hinson is pastor of First Baptist Church and the couple organized Honor
Ansonia Blue, the third annual Police Appreciation Day to honor and
support the department.
Maude Hinson said Farrel-Pomini Corp. purchased a $3,500 ballistic
shield, and People's United Bank donated $1,500 to the effort.
She said the money went toward covering expenses for last week's Honor
Ansonia Blue event at the church. That allowed funds to be used toward
purchase of life-saving gear, she said.
The fund-raising goal is $40,000.
Read about the event here in the Valley Voice newsletter.
Right: Ansonia Police Chief Kevin Hale holds
a ballistic shield during a press conference in August in his office.

Since it was nice out Friday I took the long way home to look for some colorful foliage. I found a bit o'
color at the Witek Park reservoir in Derby. The reflections in the water always create a peaceful scene.
- Patricia Villers
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BHcare's Flea Market Flip in Ansonia highlights creativity, raises funds
By Patricia Villers
ANSONIA - Visitors entering the Ansonia Armory Sunday were greeted
by an interesting variety of repurposed items created by members of
the communty.
The event was BHcare's second annual Flea Market Flip fundraiser to
support My Sister’s Place, a family thrift store and donation center at
380 Main St.
All of the store's proceeds go toward
The Umbrella Center for Domestic
Violence Services, a program of BHcare.
Participants in the Flip purchased items
at the store last month and repurposed
them to create new objects to be sold.
Master craftsman Mark DeVito of
Stamford, who works on HGTV’s Flea
Market Flip, appeared at the event with
a piece of furniture he had upcycled. He
posed for photographs and gave out
autographs to fans of the show.
DeVito owns Raphael’s Furniture Restoration in Glenbrook Industrial Park, 652
Glenbrook Road, Unit 9-101, Stamford, a business started by his father in 1959.
See photo below of the winning piece - a bench made from wooden chairs.

From My Sister's Place Facebook page:
Congratulations to Mary Collette & Lucila Massey! You received the most votes at MSP's Flea Market Flip 2018! Great job
ladies! And a big shout out to ALL of this year's talented participants for helping the fight against domestic violence!
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