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Van issues stall commission chairman's Harvest Festival plans
By Ralph Villers
ANSONIA - This summer, I wrote that everything in life is subject to
change. As inevitable as the seasons, we have no choice but to learn to
live with change.
Since I do not drive these days, we had our van modified with a
wheelchair lockdown so I could be a passenger while my caregiving
spouse drives.
And thus regain a semblance of independence and get out on occasion.
It all went fine until a week ago when the key would not turn, the
steering wheel was locked and the van unable to shift into gear. Stuck
again.
Granted, that’s a first world
problem. Unfortunately due to my
inaction years ago, this mechanical
issue might not have occurred.
In 2015, my 2008 Grand Caravan was subject to a recall
14V-373 which requires changing the ignition switch
that that holds the wireless key. If anyone reads the
recall notice, one finds it is a bit opaque.
Calls to service departments at Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
dealers indicated that the parts for the recall can only be
ordered from the factory. And, the
parts will not be ordered unless the
van is towed to the dealer. Much like
the chicken vs. egg scenario.
This morning, AAA sent a tow truck and the van was towed to
a dealer who I assume placed the order with the factory for the
necessary items.
Naturally, I’m disappointed not so much for losing my ride
but much more so that I had to miss this past weekend’s
fabulous Ansonia Harvest Festival. As chair of the city’s
Cultural Commission, I missed what I hear was by far the best
Harvest Festival to date.
I attempted to roll down from the Hilltop in my wheelchair,
but thought the better of it when the very steep hill started
downhill. I’ve written about the lack of transit options in the
Valley in 2016 - and the issues are the same as they ever were.
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This was not the first time my means of
ambulation has been towed away.My first
wheelchair van, a 1989 Dodge B250, was towed
away (right) on Sept. 5, 1996. I remember it well
and even saved the invoice for the $1,800 in
needed repairs.
One moral to this story is to take a vehicle recall
notice seriously.
It’s never nice to lose your wheels, but perspective
is needed - What if it broke down on I-95 and
wouldn’t start? The driveway is at least safe.
How gracious we are in reacting to inconvenient
events will highlight our strength of character (or
lack thereof).
No whining allowed.

It's never pleasant to see your means of independence towed
away. Sept. 5, 1996
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